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HISTORICAL 
ME@1@aL 


TO 


THOSE 
WHO HEAR, READ, AND JUDGE 


WITH IMPARTIALITY, 
THIS WORK 


iS RESPECTFULLY ADDRESSED. 


TO THE READER, 


Ir will be recolleéted, by thofe who 
have perufed the fecond edition of the | 
Tract on the * Influence of Metallic Trac- 
tors,” that an intention was there fuggefted 
of prefenting the Public with a tranflation 
of Surgeons HERHOLDT’s and Rarn’s pub- 
lication on PERKINISM. In this work was 
to be introduced the refult$ of various ex- 
periments in England. As a promife was 
there made, and afterwards repeated, by 
advertifements in the Newfpapers, that the 
book would be publifhed at a much earlier 
period, its delay to the prefent time re- 
quires an explanation. 

As foon as the tranflation could be com- 
pleted, which indeed was very feafonably 
executed by Mr. KaMpFMULLER, it was 
put to prefs ; during the printing of which, 
that no time might be loft, the Editor was 
induftrious in communicating with thofe 
gentlemen who had given the Metallic 
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Practice the moft extenfive trial, to procure 
ftatements of the refult of their experience, 
In the courfe of a few weeks, he was ac- 
cordingly fupplied with a great variety of 
cafes, fufficiently numerous, indeed, to 
fill a moderate folio. The few ‘of thefe 
which compofe what appear in the fol- 
lowing pages were given into the hands 
of the Printer, and the work was in great‘ 
readinefs to be publifhed at the time pro- 
pofed, when a circumftance occurred 
which caufed an irremediable impediment; 
—this was a fudden attack of a tedious 
and diftrefling illnefs. Be 

‘The whole copy not being at that time 


written out, and the Editor totally inca- " ‘ 


pable, from the feverity. of his fever, of 
giving the book or the practice any atten- 
tion, all further progrefs wastotally arrefted, 
until his recent recovery. Thefe particulars 
it becomes neceflary to mention, as many, 
to whom the book had been perfonally 
promifed fome time fince, might otherwife 
have entertained an opinion unfavourable 
to his punctuality, 
r | Among | 


MT. ) 

Among the immenfe mafs of communi- 
cations of cafes, detailing the fuccefs of the 
‘Tractors, with which the Editor was fup- 
plied, it has been his object to felect thofe 
which come from perfons who have given 
them an extenfive and varied experiment. 
Thefe perfons are moft competent to de- 
eide on the real merits of the Difcovery. 
Reports of this clafs, indeed, were prefer- 
red even to fuch as were received from cha- 
radters of rank, or of the medical profef- 
fion, who had feen lefs of the Practice. 

It would have been the Editor’s with to 
have inferted a greater number of the 
cafes, with which he was favoured ; but the 
" few he has introduced, and his concluding 
remarks, fo {welled out the work, that he 
was apprehenfive it was already too bulky 
to be infured of a faithful and attentive 
perufal, | | 


Part I, 
of this book, which is devoted to the 
Danifh cafes, will be found more intereft- 


ing to medical readers, than to thofe who 
| have 


ui‘) 


have not fo intimate a knowledge of 
technical terms; yet the Notes, which, 
it will be obferved, are attached to thefe 
cafes, will, he apprehends, be of "no 
inconfiderable ufe to every pofleffor of the 
Traétors. Thefe Notes, as pointing out 
the errors of others, are perhaps better ’ 
calculated than any other method which 
could be adopted, for explaining the man- 
ner of ufing the Tractors, and, what is 
equally important, for pointing out the clafs 
of difeafes moft fubject to their influence. | 
Moft of the cafes which appear in the 
Danifh publication, were made under cir- 
cumftances fo unfavourable for fair trials, 
that many perfons who perufed them in the 
manufcript, before they were fent to the’ 
prefs, thought it but doing an injuftice to, 
the Difcovery to give them an infertion in 
this work; the Editor, however, has de- 
termined otherwife. For want of the ne- 
ceflary inftructions for ufing the Tragtors, 
the Phyficians of Copenhagen failed ın nu- 
merous inftances; but as the caufes of 
thefe failures are extremely evident, and 
| very 
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very eafy to be explained, he refts affured 
that thofe who are difpofed to refpeét the 
truth will appreciate them as they merit. 


PART II, 


am which are included about a hundred and 
fifty cafes, that have occurred in England, 
will be found more interefting and fatisfac- 
tory to the generality of readers. The 
applications here were made by perfons 
better acquainted with the practice, and 
confequently were attended with greater 
fuccefs. To thefe cafes, therefore, the 
Editor begs leave to refer thofe whofe 
object is to afcertain to what extent, and 
in what difeafes, the new remedy may be 
fuccefsfully employed. 


In Parr III, 


are introduced feveral © experiments 
on brutes, as horfes, &c. upon which 
{pecies, it is fully afcertained, the Tra&tors 
are as efficacious as on the human 
body. The refults of the trials on horfes 

of 
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offer to the oppofers of this Praétice an oc- 
cafıon for a further difplay of their ingenu- | 
ity, in inventing other arguments againit 
it, than that of the effects being produced 
by any action on the imagination. 
oS obfervations under the head “ Con- 
€ CLUSION,” it is conceived, will not be re- 
garded as unimportant. A perfuafion of. _ 
their utility and interefting nature to thofe 
in poffeffion of the Trattors, induced the 
Editor to dwell on them at confiderable 
length. Ofthe merits of the fubjedt treated 
of in the Appendixes, N° Il, and N° II. 
the reader mutt judge. 
To facilitate the reader’s fearch for the 
effects of the Tractors in particular difeafes, 
there has been arranged at the clofe of the 
book an INDEX OF THE CASES in alphabe- 
tical order. By adverting to this, the en- 
quirer can immediately learn, whether any 
difeafe he may have in view is applicable 
to the Metallic Practice, and if fo, by turn- 
ing to the page mentioned, he will fee the 
effets of the Tractors. in ER difeafe | 


defcribed. 
| This 
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This volume is prefented to the Public - 
not without great difiidence. Much of the 
latter part of the book was written during 
the Editor’s convalefcence, and‘many in- ~ 
accuracies muft thereby have undoubtedly 
been committed ; but thofe, to whom alone 
it is addrefled, will, he flatters himfelf, not 
withhold all reafonable allowances. The 
language he has employed; and the truths 
he His been compelled to declare, in fome 
parts of the work, have partaken too much 
of the nature of cenfure, to have afforded 
him any pleafure in the detail. The fhafts 
of intereft and malevolence having been 
aimed againft him, he conceived he was 
excufable in attempting to repel them. If 
in this however he has erred, he mutt re- 
_gret the misfortune, SAR indeed will 
not be a little alleviated in his own breaft, 
by reflecting that he has endeavoured 
well, — | 


‚In this place it is proper to fuggeft the 
 Editor’s intention of carrying into effect, 
| | "the 
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the enfuing winter, a Plan which he hoped 
may be the means of rendering this dif: 
covery ftill more ufeful to the Public; and 
this is, eftablifhing an 


INSTITUTION FOR RELIEVING 
THE POOR. 


It has occurred to him that fuch an inti: 
_ tution, under proper arrangements, might 
be productive of beneficial effeéige iT Huf: 
extenfive and ufeful claffes of inhabitants, 
ünder the denominations of fervants, arti- 
ficers, labourers, foldiers, &c. from their 
neceflary expofure to the viciffitudes of 
the weather, are perpetually fubject to 
thofe difeafes which are moft readily 
cured by the new remedy. The fufferings 
_of thefe people, from rheumatifms and other 
acute difeafes, are much greater than is 
generally known by thofe whole fortune - 
it is to move in the more eafy and 
elevated fpheres of life. ‘The patient 
will here poffefs an advantage which 
is not to be had at other private medical 

§ — difpenfaries. 
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difpenfaries. Several phyficians in Lon- 
don, are in the habit of devoting a few 
hours of the day, once a week, to the 
benevolent purpofe of giving advice gra- 
tis, but the medicine is not alfo given : 
away, and the expence of this is no incon-, 
fiderable thing for the indigent fufferer. 
Here no’ expence will be incurred. If, on 
the firft examination, their complaints 
fhall be found fuitable to the Pradtice, their 
names may be entered on the books, and 
permiffion given them to receive the ap- 
plication daily, for as long a time as fhall 
be deemed neceflary. Appropriate and 
éxtenfive apartments will be procured, and 
three hours each morning devoted to fuper- 
intending the applications, either by the 
Editor himfelf, or a medical affiftant. Du:- 
ing that time a great number of patients 
will be enabled to receive the benefit of 
the operations, as they may be inftrudted 
to ufe the Tractors on each other. 

To prevent thofe impofitions and idle 
. applications, which an unlimited permif- 
fion of admittance would give rife to, it 
| will 
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‚will be found neceflary to circulate Invitas 
tions, among ‚perfons of refpectability, to 
recommend, at all times, fuch poor perfons 
as they fhall conceive to be fuitable fub- 
jects. To none could the Editor, with 
‚greater propriety, beftow thefe invitations, 
"and by none indeed may the indulgence be 
more juftly claimed, than thofe who have 
_ purchafed the Tra¢tors. ‘It will, therefore, 
be his care, that thofe who refide in this me- 
tropolis, and with whofe addrefles he is . 
favoured, be feafonably notified on this head. 
If it fhall be found that fo great a number 
of patients, from the recommendation of 
purchafers alone do not apply, as can with 
convenience be attended to, the fame ın- 

dulgence will be extended to fome others. 
-Of the place for this eftablithment, and 
other particulars, neceflary to be mentioned, 
notice. will be feafonably communicated. It 
willnot be opened, for the reception of pati- 
ents, until the approach of cold weather; 
when the complaints, fuitable for this Prac- 
tice, begin to prevail. During the warmer 
months of the year, the Tra¢tors are com- 
| paratively 


( xvi 9 
paratively of little ufe, as the body is gene- 
rally covered with perfpiration, and the 


proper ‘difeafes are fcarcely to be met 
with. 


The Traétors, with printed Directions for 
their ufe in families, may be had of the 
Editor, at his houfe in Leicefter Square, 
price Five Guineas the fet.—To prevent 
frauds and impofitions, every genuine fet 
of the Traétors is ftamped with the words 
«& Perkins PATENT TRACTORS ;” and to 
the paper of directions, attending them, 
is fubjoined a Receipt for the Five Guineas, 
numbered and figned in his hand-writing ; 
thus, “ Benjamin Douglas Perkins.” The 
hours of attendance on Patients at home, 
are from Nine to Three o’clock in the 
Morning. The remainder of the day is 
devoted to Patients abroad. 


Leicefter Square, 
September zath 1799. 
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EXPERIMENTS 
WITH 
DR. PERKINS’s METALLIC TRACTORS, 
AT | 


COPENHAGEN: 


TYREFATORY to the following tranf“ 
# lation. of Surgeons Herholdt’s and 
Rafn’s work on PERKINISM, it may be 
proper to obferve, that the cafes there in- 
troduced, having been communicated by 
medical men, were drawn up in medical 
language. Indeed there feemed among the 
writers a greater attachment to technical 
terms, than is ufually met with in fimilar 
publications, in this country. With a view 
of rendering thefe more intelligible to the 
B common 


(2) 

common clafs of readers, the plain Englifh 
language is fubftituted, and the original 
Latin terms retained in brackets. In one 
or two inftances, where an uninterefting 
and, tedious detail of a cafe was given, it 
was thought proper to abbreviate it, ri- 
gidly adhering however to the meaning of 
the writer. 


The critic will undoubtedly obferve 
fome of the native German idiom, which, 
in elegant tranflations, it is ever an ob- 
jet to avoid. This muft not be im- 
puted as a fault of the Tranflator, Mr. - 
_Kampfmuller, who is a man’ of letters and 
abilities, but to the Editor’s earneft injunc- 
tion, that more attention be paid to giving 
the meaning of the original literally, than 
elegantly. The Editor’s remarks, which 
indeed will only be met with in one or two‘ 
of the firft pages, can readily be diftinguifh- 
ed from the tranflated matter. The title 
of the work in queftion is as follows: 

VON DEM PERKINISMUS, ODER DEN METALLNA- 


DELN DES D. PERKINS IN NORDAMERIKA, NEBST 
AMERI« 


(3) 
AMERIKANISCHEN ZEUGNISSEN, UND VERSUCHEN 
KOPENHAGENER AERZTE. HERAUSGEGEBEN VON 
DEN HERREN DIVISIONS CHIRURGUS HERHOLDT 
UND ASSESSOR RAFN. AUS DEM DANISCHEN UBER- 
SETZT UND MIT ANMERKUNGEN BEGLEITET VON 
D. JOHANN CLEMENS TODE, DER ARZNEYWISSENS- 
CHAFT ORDENTLICHEM PROFESSOR UND KONIG- 
LICHEM HOFMEDICUS. 
TRANSLATION. 

« ON PERKINISM, OR THE METALLIC TRAC. 
TORS (a) OF DR. PERKINS OF NORTH AMERICA; 
WITH THE AMERICAN TESTIMONIES, AND THE 
EXPERIMENTS OF PHYSICIANS AT COPENHAGEN. 
PUBLISHED BY M. HERHOLDT, SURGEON OF DI- 
VISION, AND M. RAFN, ASSESSOR. TRANSLATED 
FROM THE DANISH INTO THE GERMAN, AND 
ACCOMPANIED WITH NOTES (4), BY DR. JOHN 
CLEMENS TODE, PROFESSOR OF MEDICINE, AND 
ROYAL PHYSICIAN. WITH ONE PLATE. COPEN- 
HAGEN, PRINTED BY FREDERIC BRUMMER 1798.” 


(a) This is tranflated in the German ‘* NADELN,” 
but we fhall retain the Englifh term Tractors. 
_ (b) Thefe Notes of Dr. Tope are of a very extraor- 
dinary nature, and fhall be noticed at the clofe of. the 
~ Danifh experiments. 
‘The Author regrets that he has not been able to 
‚procure ‚the original Danifh edition of Meflrs. Her- 
HOLDT and RAFN ; having only received the German 
of Dr. Tope. | 
B 2 Surgeons 


( i) 
Sut geons HERHOLDT and RAFN addrefs 
the public as follows: 


« Doctor ne of Plainfield, in North 
America, is the difcoverer of a new and 
fingular remedy for pains, inflammations, 
and many nervous difeafes. This remedy 
we believe is entirely unknown in Europe. ' 
As we have been fo fortunate as to pro- 
cure, not only the neceffary inftruments, 
but alfo the pamphlet which Dr. Perkins 
has publifhed in America, concerning this 
difcovery ; and as feveral phyficians in Co- 
penhagen and its neighbourhood are now 
repeating his experiments, we conceive an 
account of it will be acceptable to our 
readers.” 


_ After defcribing the fhape and appear- 
ance of the Tractors, which they exem- 
plify by an engraving, they next proceed 
“to give a tranflation of the printed Directions 

for ufing them. "Of thefe, with very great 

propriety, they complain, as being too con- 
. | cife 
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cife and infufficient for affording the in- 
ftruétion neceflary fora proper comprehen- 
fion of the difeafes,,in which this remedy, . 
is,to be employed, and of the mode of its 
application. This indeed. is much. to. be 
regretted, as in the courfe of their experi- 
ments, the TraCtors were often ufed in dif 
eafes which have. been fince exprefsly 
pointed out as not fubject to their influ- 

ence; and it is alfo the more to be la- | 
mented, as thofe feveral characters, who 
carried on this enquiry, poflefled in. fo 
eminent a degree the abilities as. well as 
candour requifite for an impartial invefti- 
gation. _ ‚Poflefled of, proper documents, 
they would have been much more compe- 
tent for coming to juft conclufions on the 
merits of the practice, 


The fuccefs which attended their ex- 
‘periments, notwithftanding thefe embar- 
raflments, may give fome idea of what 
would have. been the refult, had they 
been provided with the necejJary infiruc~ 

| B 3 tons, 
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trons. The Dire@ions' whieh they Tea 
ceived Were the fame which the difeo- 
verer made public ‘on firft annöundine the 
Traétors in America; and as’ his pra@tice 
at that early period was quite ‘in’ its in- 
fancy, it could not be expedted "that 
To ample and complete inftruction fhould 
then be given, as after it had met with a 
more extenfive and varied experiment. It 
is proper to mention this, as it will appear 
hereafter that the failure of fuccefs in fe- 
veral of their experiments was owing to a 
want of due information on this fübje&t 
Examples of thefe, together with fuch other 
remarks as are thought important, will be 
feen in Notes. 


After introducing the whole of the 
American pamphlet, Meflrs. HERHOLDT 
and Rarn preface the Danith experiments 
with the following remarks; acquainting 
the public by what means the Tractors be- 
came known at Copenhagen ; 


« The 
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« The lady of Major OxHoLM, having 
been lately in America, had’feen and heard 
much of the great effeéts of Prrxinism f£), 
Influenced’ by a moft benevolent difpofition; 
fhe brought thefe Tractors» and ‘the pam: 
phlet with her to Europe, with a laudable 
defire of extending their utility to her fu 
fering countrymen. My friend FREDERTE 
SNIDER, hearing of this cireumftance, and 
being in the Rabie of communicating’ to 
me [Hertorvr] every thing ieh oc» 
curs to him' that is rene td feience, 
obtained permiffion of the Major’elady to 
acquaint ‘me with this ‘difcovery and to 
fupply me with thé Metallic: Traétors, For 
this favour we acknowledge great obliga- 
tions, not only on our own pare but alle 
in behalf of feience.” 


(c) On the firft mention of the term PERKINISM i in 
the Danifh pamphlet, M. PRMBGERnT has this note: 
£ Ad modum Galvanifi num) yiz. That like GaLvan- 
IsM, the term is derived from the name. ae the DIS- 
COVERER, 
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’ 
> PROCEEDINGS IN CONSEQUENCE, . 


« Having perufed the teftimonies re» 
fpeGting the efficacy of the Metallic Trac. 
tors, and having feen it confirmed by fo 
great a number, of characters worthy of 
credit, fome of whom are known to us, 
as enlightened phyficians and of great re- 
putation, it was natural that this fhould 
awaken in us a defire of trying the experi- 
ments... The impotency of medicine in 
moft of the difeafes mentioned, and the re- 
flection that PERKINISM was. neither trou- 
blefome, or a very coftly remedy, and that 
it did-not occafion the leaft inconvenience, 
but on the contrary was faid to afford re- 
lief “.cıto, tuto, et jucunde,” were all mo- 
tives to increafe this defire. This induced 
us to inform our practifing phyficians of 
the contents of the pamphlet, to engage 
them to procure the Traétors, and to try 
their efficacy. Here follows the refult of 
the experiments, fo far as they have been 
communicated to us, and made by our- 
felves.” | 
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E POT 
of Taz 
REPORT OF EXPERIMENTS, 
Made in the Courfe of February 1798, in the SURGEONS SIDE of 


FREDERIC’S HOSPITAL, 


WITH THE 


TRACTORS, . 
AND VARIOUS OTHER METALS, AS 


SILVER, LEAD, BISMUTH, ZINK, BRASS, IRON, AND COPPER, 


Communicated by ScHuMACHER, 


Profeflor and Surgeon of the Hofpital. March 8th, 1798, 


A. 
Case T,* 


ToFTEGAARD, aged 31, lying in the 
fick room, letter I, had, on the 13th Fe- 
bruary, an acute pain in the right knee. 
All thefe feveral-metals, except the Trac- 
tors, were applied. On the application of 


fome of them he felt a burning pain to the 
. toes, 


( 10 ) 

toes, and afterwards relief. The points of 
‘ebony and ivory were tried; no fuch heat 
was perceived here. During the applica- 
tion there. feemed fome mitigation of pain, 
but it immediately returned. The me- 
tals were ufed again, and afforded evident 
relief ; and on being repeated daily, until 
the prefent 8th of March, (23 days) the 
difeafe is almoft: entirely. gone. 


Case IL 


po J ENS, LYNGE». “lle, in Tet 5G u 3% 
ba a white [welling [fungus aera in his 
right knee, accompanied with continual 
pain, which at intervals was very fevere. 
The 24th of February, when the pain had 
been for fome time very violent, thefe me- 
tals ‘were applied, and. they produced a 
burning heat from the knee all the way 
down the bone of the leg [tibia]. “The ap- 
plications ‘were repeated about ten days, 
‘and confiderable benefit. was obtained. 
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 Case:lll. 
Min BoMGARDEN, alfo in. let. L aged | 
, had a fi ifnefs in his right knee oe 
BER, with fome pain. The experiments 
with the metals were begun on the 15th of 
February, and continued to the 28th, when 


the pain and ftiffnefs had very much di- 
minifhed. 


Case mV 


ih SPSL 
» Joacur, in let. G, aged 52, had hen 
Koi fome time: afflited: with the gout in his 
left arm. The was PerxiNisep with the 
Metallic Tra¢tors which came from Ame- 
rica. During their application ‚the pain 
very much diminithed, and he recovered. 


CASE V. 

ELIZABETH, in let. C, aged 10, had 
pains in the left fide of the head, from a 
blow fhe had received five.years ago, and 

befide, 
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befide, an inflammation in the left eye. The 
metal bifmuth was twice applied, after 
which the watering in the eye increafed, 
but fhe could with ‘more cafe look at the 
light, and the pain in the head was lefs. 
The Traétors were ufed, and the pain in 
the head ceafed entirely, and has not re- 
turned fince. | 


Case VI. 


GoDFREY, imlet. B, aged 40, had for 
fome weeks a Pan leon ER Jwelling |gan- 
glion] or the great procefs [trochanter] of 
his right, thigh, which was accompanied 
with a pain that. extended from. ‘the hip 
nerve [nervus ifchiaticus] down tothe leg. 
On the 2d of February, the Metallic Trac- 
tors from America were applied. During 
their application he felt a {trong twitching 
in the mufcles; the pain increafed with 
burning, which lafted about two hours, af- 
ter which it became: eafy..… Various other 
compofitions of metals, as lead, zink, and 
bifmuth, were then tried. Thefe produced 

fome 


(3 9 
fome effect, but the twitching was not as 
before obferved. On the 12th, the Tractors 
were repeated, during which the pain, as 
formerly, increafed, with burning, and con- 
tinued near two hours and a half. The 
ufual pains afterwards were diminifhed re- 
_ markably, and they left the patient entirely _ 
in a couple of days. | 


Case VII. 
PETER Ausıng, in let. B, aged 71, had 
a violent pain in the region of his right elbow.. 
Silver and zink were tried upon him with- 
out much benefit. 


Case VIII. 

SIDZE, in let. EK, aged 25, had a [Ptery- 
gium inflammatorium | aninflamed film on 
the left eye, with pains in the face, but more 
particularly in her ead. ‘The various me- 
tals before mentioned were applied, from 
fome of which fhe experienced benefit. 
On a trial of the points of ivory /d) and 

f | ebony, 

(d) ‘The oppofers of the Tra&tors in America, at 


firft aflerted, that their effeds were afcribable to the 
B#7 imagination ; 


NU SM 


ebony, the eye was for a moment eafier; 
but foon it fwelled, which was not obferved 
on the application of the metals. 


imagination; but on afcertaining that infants and perfons 
in epileptic fits, where no imagination exifted, were alike 
telieved, then it was faid they were owing to the mecha 
nical irritation of the points of the inftruments. Relief 
they urged could be given by uncondudting fubftances, 
as pointed ivory, &c. This mode of explanation proved 
equally erroneous; for, on enquiry, thefe patients were 
always found to be weak-minded and credulous, and their 
complaints of a nature that could not afford occular 
proof of an alteration. On trying fuch pointed fubftances 
in acute inflammations, as in eryfipelas, burns, fcalds, 
inflammations of the eyes, &c. it was found that the 
difeafe, inftead of being diminifhed, was increafed. As 
in the inflamed eye above, the patient might be induced 
to fay it was for a moment eafier, yet the parts foon 
fwelled, and became worfe from their irritation. Thus 
the pains in the knee alfo, in Cafe I., (a) is faid to 
have been mitigated, but it foon returned, and was 
afterwards cured by the metals. The influence of fear 
is well known from the common occurrence of the 


É i > 


(e) This cafe has been inaccurately ftated by a very refpectable 
literary Journal in this country, from an error in trunflating ; 
and though it was correéted among the errata in the number for 
the next month, it has feveral times been quoted. Inftead of ftat- 
ing that the pain foon returned in theknee, and was afterwards 

” cured-hy the metals, it {aid “ the ivory points cured the knee.’” 


ceflation 
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Case IX. 


Luis PAULSEN, in let. S.S, aged 38, had 
a violent pain in the left fide and the back 
part of his head) He was PERKINIsED 
with the Traétors only once, and the pain 
ceafed, though fome forenefs remained a 
fhort time afterwards. | 


ceflation of pain in a tooth, when the terrific inftrument 
for extracting it is prefented to the view of the alarmed 
Jufferer. This, however, is only obferved in complaints 
unattended with acute external inflammation; when, 
therefore, experiments are made to afcertain this point, 
‘they fhould not be tried\on pains which may be frighten- 
ed away, but in real inflammatory difeafes. 


B. 


EXPERIMENTS OF M. KLINBERG. 


Case I. 


A lady, 36. years of age, had been, dur- 
ing four weeks, afflicted by a mo/2 violent 
rheumatic pam [malum ifchiaticum accu- 
tum] i her left hip, and extending to the 
thigh of the fame fide. Mercurials mended 
her fituation fo far, that fhe was not exer- 
eifed with very great pains, except when fhe 
moved her knee or attempted to walk. 
She was therefore obliged to keep all the 
lower extremity extended without moving. 
As the ftiffnefs had continued for fome © 
weeks, notwithftanding the above reme- _ 
dies, I was curious to fee the effects. of 
PERKINISM: I made the firft experi- 
ment on the 2d of March in the evening. 
During the application fhe did not per- 
ceive any alteration, but a quarter of an 


hour afterwards a very violent pain feized 
| her 


6 at 
her, all over her leg and foot. In this fis 
tuation fhe remained the whole night, and 
the pain by paroxyfms affected all the lower 
extremity on the right fide. 


The next day, on their application, the 
pain ceafed a little, and the ftiffnefs in the 
hip, had, according to the patient’s declara- 
tion, fomething diminifhed. 4th, her night 
had been comfortable: PERKINISM was 
applied in the evening, after which fhe had 
again an attack of pain, but not fo violent 
as the laft. It was remarkable, that the 
pain drew this time towards the arms and 


back, where, during all her ficknefs, the 
had never felt any. 


The sth, they diminifhed the pains 
again, and the ftiffnefs in the hip was 
now remarkably leffened. | PerKINIsm 
was applied the following days until the 
8th, morning and evening, without any 
confiderable alteration, except that imme- 
diately after the application fhe felt an 

C i acute 
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acute pain in different parts of ‘the body, 
which however went off in a couple of 
hours. The former ftiffnefs, on the con- 
trary, is now almoft entirely gone, fo much 
that fhe can tread upon the ground, and 
even walk fome fteps, which fhe had not 
been able to do for nine weeks before fe). 


(Signed) W. KLINGBERG, | 


Surgeon of Referve in the Navy, 
and Candidate at Frederic’s 
| Hofpital, 
gth March 1798. 


Ach e) The Tractors in this Sasi and indeed in all eters 
of pains in the hip, fhould have been extended quite to 
the toes. So long a time would not have been neceflary- 
for giving that relief which was obtained, and the pains 
would not have thus fcattered about the body, had they 
been conducted off at the extremity. 


MR. STEFFENS’S EXPERIMENTS, 


Agreeably to your requeft, I fend you an 
account of the effects I have feen of Prr- 
KINISM. I have employed it upon fome 
without material benefit; with others, on 
the contrary, the pain was inftantaneoufly 
removed. Three cafes are particularly re- 
markable. 


Case. | 

A man, who for fome time had been 
afflicted with flying gouty pains, was PER= 
KINISED for a hip gout [malum ifchiati- 
cum] with which he had been afflicted for 
fome weeks. I conducted the points of the 
Tra¢tors from the large procefs of the thigh 
bone [trocanter major] to the large mufcle 
on the rump [mufculis gluteus]. When I 
had given about fifty ftrokes, he felt the 
pain where the Tractors terminated. I 
then continued them from that place down- 
wards, and foon-after he was feized with a 
pain in the upper part of the foot [tarfus] of 
a the 


( 20 ) 


the fame leg, where, at different times, he 
had felt uneafinefs before he was attacked 
with the Ap gout. He was no further 
operated upon the firft day, but they have 
been daily ufed on him fince, and the pain 
was always alleviated for a couple of 


hours (//. 
| Case II. 


I applied the Tractors to a lady for a 
migraine, as it is called, or nervous head- 
ache, from the temple to the angle of the 
lower jaw: the migraine ceafed, but fhe 
felt fome pain in the lower jaw the whole 
day. | 

Case II. 

PROFESSOR SCHUMACHER applied the 
Traétors upon myfelf for a nervous head- 
ache. I will therefore, as well as I can, 
defcribe to you my fenfations during the 
operation, and the effects I felt from it. 


(f) Here again a permanent cure was not effeCted, in 
confequence of the Tractors not having been conducted 
quite to the extremity. 
| The 


a 


The Profeffor conducted the Traétors from 
the temple to the hinder part of the head; 
after fome minutes, it feemed to me as if 
the pain fpread over the whole head. It 
centered afterwards in the frontal region ; 
on applying the Tra¢tors there, it changed 
into a heavy pain over both eyes, and in a 
quarter of an hour it entirely left me. 


I have applied Perxinism for the 
tooth-ache (g) to patients, which conftantly 
relieved them, yet only for a time. All 
felt pain on the fpot where the ftrokes 
ceafed. I have not had opportunity for 
making many experiments, but if I fhould 
difcover more remarkable effeéts from this 
operation, I certainly will not omit to in- 
form you of them. 


(Signed) N. C. B. STEFFENS, 
Candidate to the Frederic’s 
Frederic’s Hofpital, Hofpital. 
March gth 1798. | 


(2) Thefe, in all probability, were carious or decayed, 
Perfect cures of them muft never be expected. 
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D. 
EXPERIMENTS MADE WITH PERKINISM, 


ON THE PHYSICIANS SIDE OF FRE- | 
DERIC’S HOSPITAL. 


Case I. 


Jens, a peafant lad from the country, 
aged 23, was received into the hofpital on 
25th of November 1797. He had for nine 
months flying gouty pains in. all his limbs. 
Different remedies for the gout were made 
ufe of in vain ; but during the ufe of mer- 
curials the pains ceafed, yet came again af- 
terwards, and fixed particularly in his loins. 
PERKINISM was tried at different times 
with fuccefs. ‘The patient was difmiffed. 
from the hofpital on the 3d of March, and 
advifed to continue the ufe of the Tractors. 


(23) 
Case II. 


B——, aged 32, had felt for about 
fifteen months gouty pains, which, at 
his reception into the hofpital, principally 
affected one knee and the back. To both 
places PERKINISM was applied. An in- 
fupportable cold fenfation in the back pro- 
hibited a further ufe there; the patient, 
on the contrary, felt a confiderable heat in 
the knee, after which the pain in a moment 
ceafed, and was partly felt in the oppofite 
foot. The experiments were twice repeat- 
ed there, but as the pain very foon returned 
they were given up. It has been difco- 
vered fince that a /yphilitic affection ( A) was 
at the bottom of his complaints. 


(h) The Tractors have often. given temporary eafe in 
thofe old fyphilitic or venereal affections, but never any 
permanent benefit. See this particularly mentioned in 
the printed Dire¢tions which attend the Tractors, and 
in my former publication on “ The Influence of Metallic 
Tradtors.”—Publifhed by Jounson, St. Paul's Church- 
yard. 
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Case Il. 


Maria, aged 29, had for more than a 
year gouty pains, which were increafed at 
night, and a preternatural excrefcence [ex- 
oftofes] on both fhins. After having ap- 
plied, in the courfe of four weeks, mercu- 
rials, internally and externally, and at laft 
the hunger cure (1), the pain confined itfelf 
folely to the exoftofis in the fhins, where it 
was almoft infupportable. PERKINISM 
was tried, and during.the operation the 
pain was confiderably increafed, but ceafed 
almoft entirely, half an hour after. The 
experiment has been repeated four times 
- with the fame fuccefs, and alfo a great 
abatement of the exoftofis. 


(i) “ Tam not acquainted with this HUNGERKUR, © 
but prefume it is fome fyftem of ftarvation in ufe in Co- 
penhagen ; as it has been afferted formerly, that a ftric& 
adherence to a plan of this kind would cure the venereal 
difeafe,”” ‘Tranflator, > 
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Case IV. 


ANN, aged 26, after a paralytic weak- 
nefs (k) in the right and left leg, felt a con- 
fiderable pain both in the right and left 
foot. In both parts, during the application 
of the Traétors, the pains ceafed, but as 
they increafed very much after their ufe, 
which was thrice repeated, a further trial 
was given up. 


Case V. 


Lieutenant Von HAGERDORN, aged 
34, came into the hofpital the 15th of Sep- 
tember with a pain in his. right knee, 
which, as the patient faid, originated from 
a violent cold. ‘The pain extended after- 


(2) This belongs to a clafs of difeafes which is point- 
ed out in the Tract on “* The Influence of Metallic 
Tractors,” as deriving no benefit from the metallic 
practice. Thofe pains that arife from a diminution of 
the nervous energy, or are founded in debility, will ob- 
fain no relief from this application. 


wards » 
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wards up to the hip, and then to the other 
knee. Different remedies for the gout, and 
alfo the hunger cure, were employed, as it 
appeared, with a little amendment. “The 
Tractors were applied five times, and at 
firft it feemed with a little diminution of 
pain, but afterwards without any apparent 
benefit //). 


(1) Throughout the whole of the Danifh experiments, 
there is not, in any one inftance, mention made of their 
previous caution to have the parts thoroughly cleanfed 
from «ily and greafy fubflances, which, in difeafes of this 
nature, are fo frequently employed in the form of em- 
brocations, calapla/ms, plaifters, &c. &c. In this parti- 
cular cafe, it appears that various remedies for the gout 
were employed; and if the T’ractors were ufed at the 


fame time, which was no dcubt the fact, the parts muft 


have been in a very improper ftate for receiving the me- 
tallic application. If the difeafe, as the patient fuppofed, 
arofe from cold, and if there was no /crophulous taint or 
venereal infection in the conftitution, which the ufing of 
the unger cure leave a fufpicion that the phyfician 
thought there might be, and all extraneous fubftances 
had been removed, fo that the Tractors could have met 
with a fair experiment, I moft certainly fhould have ex- 
pected fuccefs in this cafe. For the obftacles which g:/ 
prefents in giving relief by the Tractors, fee the pam- 
phlet, “ Influence of Metallic Tractors,” page 21, and 
the printed Directions for ufing them. . 
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Case VI 


Soren, aged 40, had a /Cratica in his 
left hip, which had continued twelve days. 
PERKINISM was twice tried, after which 
the pain, and particularly during the ope- 
ration, difperfed; but as the parts were 
extremely tender, it was not continued. 


CASE VIE, 


JosErH, aged 49, came into the hofpi- 
tal the roth of February. He had vio- 
lent pains in the left hip, which. extended 
all over the exterior part of the leg and 
thigh, and were fo infupportable, that the 
patient could not put his foot on the 
ground. They always increafed at night ; 
but the firft caufe of his illnefs he afcribed 


to an effort in lifting. 


Without 


OR 


Without employing any other reme- 
dy (m), the Tractors were tried. From 
the commencement of the experiments, 
the patient was eafed; and with the con- 
{tant daily ufe, the pain at laft difappeared 
entirely in the hip, and defcended to the leg 
and foot, where, according to his decla- 
ration, it continues to diminifh fo far 
that he can very well walk about. The 
places in the hip and the thigh, which 
the Tractors touched, turned quite white, 
and with this change of colour the pain 
went off. 


Case VIII. 


GopFREY, aged 40, came the 21ft of 
February into the höfpital. This patient 
had been before under the care of Pro- 
feffor SCHUMACHER during two months 
and a half; but at laft, on trying the . 
Traétors, he was, according to his own 

(m) Here no oily or greafy applications were at the 


fame time ufed, which could counteract the influence of 


the Tractors. 
account, 


(9) 

account, entirely cured. On this he left 
the hofpital; but two days after he was 
attacked more violently than before. On 
examining, we found a zode (1) on the tro- 
chanter major, which the patient faid had 
come again after it was almoft entirely 
gone: we have notwithftanding continued 
the ufe of the Tractors daily, but found no 
benefit. 


C Re IR. 


WENGSTEEN, aged 36, had, for al- 
moft a whole year, gouty pains from 
a fyphilitic caufe. After having under- 
gone the hunger cure for about eleven 
weeks, the pain fixed in his left fhoulder 
and arm, where it rendered motion ex- 
tremely difficult. He had made ufe of a 


(2) ‘Thus we fee how liable the Tra@tors are to be 
brought into difcredit, by not paying a proper attention 
to the kinds of difeafes for which they are recommended. 
Had not Dr. Banc difcovered this mark of old venereal 
infection, the difeafe would have been called rheumatifm, 
and in confequence been confidered a fair cafe. 


vapour 
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vapour bath at different times. The Trac: 
tors have now been five times applied, but 
the patient cannot. decidedly fay whether 
the experiments /o) have contributed any 
to diminifh the pain and ftiffnefs. 


CASE X. 


BoLLE, aged 53, came into the höfpital 
on the 12th of January, with pains in all 
his limbs, which ‚he. had fuffered for eight 
days. Attheend of a month the pains 


fettled principally in the right ER and 


the ball of the left foot. 


The Tractors were twice applied. ‘The 
pain during the operation grew lefs; but 
returning foon after, and the patient be- 
ing fatigued, afked to have blifters applied; 
fo they were not repeated (p/. 


(0) No doubt they have not; and had they ‘been | 


continued until this time, as the difeafe had its origin 
in the venereal, no benefit fhould have been expected. 


(p) If no oily applications were at the fame time 


employed in this cafe, a frequent ufe of the Tractors | 


would no doubt have cured the difeafe. 


C (She) 


CASE KT! 


CHRISTIANA, aged 20% came into ne 
hofpital on the AN of February. . She had 
been feverely afflicted with violent pains in 
her left knee. Perkınısm was tried 
three times, but the ‚pain increafi ng (9) 


during each | ‘application, it was not conti- 
nued. 


(Signed) F. L. Banc, M.D. 


Profeffor and firft Phyfician in the 


Frederic’s Hofpital. 
Copenhagen, 


March the 13th, 1798. 


(4) I have very feldom met with an inftance, where 
an increafe of pain took place on the difeafed part during 
the time of the operation, but that on a proper application 
of the Tractors a cure was eventually effected. In thefe 
cafes, particularly, the Tractors, fhould be carried away to 
a confiderable diftance from the part affected, and the 
application fhould be very frequently made. 

We have here an opportunity of noticing a very egre- 
gious error throughout thefe Danifh experiments. Among 

all their cafes, there is mention made of only two inftances 

in which the Tractors were applied more than once a 
day; whereas they fhould be ufed, in all fixed pains, at 
_leaft three times, and continued for a week or more, 


This 
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This circumftance is particularly-interefting to hof- 
pital practice with the Tractors, where the great num- 
ber of fick perfons renders it extremely difficult for the 
furgeon or. attendants, to beftow that time and attention 
to each patient which is fo eafily done in private fami- 
lies. It is no great tafk for a nurfe or valet in a family 
to devote half an hour, three times a day, to making the 
application; but this cannot be accomplifhed in an hof- 
pital, unlefs it poffefles many fets of the Tractors, and 
thefe placed in the hands of the patients to practife on 
each other. . Some of the hofpitals in America have 
provided themfelves with feveral fets for that purpofe. 


EH 


EXPERIMENTS (7) COMMUNICATED BY 
MR. BLEEK, 


Case L 


A lady, aged.36, who. had. for, many 
years been afflicted with a periodical pain 
in, one fide af the head faa STAB which 

attacked 


 (r) We fall now be prefentéd with fome experiments, 

not made on hofpital patients, and which in confequence 
are every way far more fatisfactory. Patients of ‚refpec- 
tability, who are attended in private practice, are more to 
be depended upon, and are much fairer fübjedts for expe- 
riment than the poor miferable objects which ufually 
compofe the fick in an hofpital. Thefe are generally 
perfons of whofe character and courfe of life the phyfician 
has no knowledge, and who often are afflicted with com- 
plicated maladies, which it is impoffible for the moft fkil- 
ful of the faculty to underftand. Whoever has been in 
the habit of examining thefe patients, on their admiflion 
into ah hofpital, need not be informed how extremely 
difficult it is to obtain from them a juft ftatement of 
their cafés, and how prone they are to conceal thofe dif- 
orders which are the confequences of immorality. To 
the Metallic practice this fact is particularly interefting, 
as 
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attacked her weekly, and ufually continuing 
for fome days, defired me to try Dr. Per- 
xıns’s Tractors. I complied with her re- 
queft, and to my great aftonifhment, in the 
{pace of five minutes all pain was gone. 
During the operation, I obferved that her 
pulfe beat fafter than ufual, her hands, 
which were always cold, grew hot, red, and 
fwelled, and began to perfpire to fuch’a 
degree, that drops hung upon the points of 
her fingers. She has to this day, which is 
three weeks fince the operation, not felt 
the leaf. fymptom of pains which before. 
tormented her fo conftantly. 


asa very great proportion«of pgins which are often called 
rheumatifms,. and treated. as fuch in military hofpitals 
eipecially, have their origin (as appeared in many of the 
experiments laft communicated, and as mutt alfo have 
been obferved, by every experienced. practitioner) in /y= 
philitic affections. 

In thefe cafes alfo of Surgeon BLEEK, it does not ap- 
pear that any other applications were at the fame time 
employed, .fo that no extraneous matter could have been 
prefent to. counteract the ufual influence of the Tractors. 


(3) 
Case ll 


Another lady; aged 17, I cured of a 
theumatic tooth-ache by the fame ope- 
ration. During the application; various 
red fpots of different forms and fizes fhew- 
ed themfelves fuddenly Gn the neck. She 
has not felt any return this laft fortnight, 
though before fhe had every week many 
fleeplefs nights oceafioned by this pain. 


Case Hl; 


The miftrefs of an.cating-houfe, upwards 
of 30 years of age, for the term of two 
months had never been a day entirely free 
of a partial head-ache [hemicrania]. It 
became at length fo violent, that each attack 
occafioned a kind of convulfive twitch- 
ing in the neck and arm of the fame fide. 
I applied the Tra&tors ; the pain ceafed in 
five minutes, and has not returned. It is 
now a fortnight fince the operation. 


D2 
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Case IV. 
An old goldfmith had been afflıted for 


many years with a violent gouty head- 
ache, which never left him, notwithftand- 
ing the application of the moft approved 
remedies. I applied the Tra&tors of Dr. 
Perkins. The pain moved during the 
operation from the forehead and the tem- 
ples to the lower jaw; when I afterwards 
drew the Tra&tors over this part, the pain 
difappeared entirely. in. the fpace of ten 
minutes, fo that only a heavinefs in the 
nead remained. Three days afterwards, 
when I vifited him’ again, he” was quite 
free of the head ache. 


(Signed) BLEEK, 


Surgeon and Afliftant to 
Profeffor Tone. 


RI) 


F. 


EXPERIMENT COMMUNICATED BY 
MR. HAHN, 


CASE ik 


An elderly lady had, for, about eight 
days, fuffered much from rheumatic pains 
in both her fhoulders. By my prefcrip- 
tion, Dr. Perkıns’s Metallic Tractors 
were applied to her by a girl, and the pain 
was fo much leffened, that the has not 
fince required any medicine. 


(Signed) HAHN, 


Surgeon of Divifion, 


" 
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REMARKS ON THE THEORY OF 
PERKINISM. 


Communicated to Surgeon HernoLpr, by Profeflor 


ABILDGAARD, | 


You wifh for an account of my expe- 
riments with Dr, Perkıns’s Tractors. 
Thofe which I have hitherto had time and 
opportunity to make, are fo few in number, 
and fo little inftru€tive, that they fearce 
deferve to be noticed. I fhall therefore 
firft communicate to you my thoughts on 
the phyfical importance of this difcovery, 
and the reafons which determined me, on 
becoming acquainted with its merits, to 
confider it as-afubject deferving a fair in- 
veftigation ; and not to be rejected, becaufe 
we cannot immediately fee the connexion 
between the caufe and effect in this ope 
ration, | i: 


But not to be mifled by too great zeal 
for every thing which may contribute to 
the improvement of human knowledge, and 

; pare 
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‚ particularly to that which enables us to 
alleviate the pains and difeafes of fuffering 
humanity, we ought /s) not yet to be too. 
confident in our belief that Dr. Perkıns’s 
Tra@tors, confidered as medical remedies, 
will acquire that great and important 
value; or whether they will poffefs the 
merit of being much more than a palliative 
to difeafes. But even if we confider this 
difcovery merely in a philofophical view, 
it deferves the thorough attention of me- 
dical men, and particularly that of phy-. 


fiologitts, 


It is fingular, that in phyfic many reme- 
dies are daily employed, the good effect of 
which is no otherwife warranted, than that 
they have not Zindered the cure of the pa- 
tient ; and though it is notorious, that in 


(s) We cannot fuppofe that the Profeflor, by this obfer- 
vation, meant to convey the idea, that in order to a pro- 
per inveftigation of a new doctrine, one fhould abfolutely 
be prejudiced againft it; but oniy that fome caution is 
neceflary, that we do not fubfcribe to its merits before 
they are thoroughly proved. 


D 4 many 
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many difeafes the fum of twenty or thirty 
rix-dollars is often expended for medicines, 
which altogether have not fo much effect 
upon the human body as one good dinner 3 
and that though we fcarce know. the true 
phyfical caufe of the effect of one of the 
thoufand remedies which are employed, yet 
we are in general fo unreafonable as to ufe 
new medicines, folely becaufe they agree, 
either in reality or imagination, in fome, 
meafure with thofe hitherto. known (7). 


_ As we are accuftomed to employ roots, 
herbs, falts, &c. as remedies, nothing more 
is required to put all the phyficians of Eu- 


(t) It is a very common thing for fome medical men, to 
affect not to employ any see nethee) in their practice, unlefs 
they underftand their modus operanai; when at the fame 
time, as Profeflor ABILDGAARD juftly obferves, the 
manner of the -aétion of a great proportion of medicines 
in daily ufe is totally. unknown.. As fatisfactory an ex- 

_planation can be given of the phyfical operation of the 
Trators in removing pains, as of mercury in curing the 
fyphtlis, &c.; and yet many will reject the former, even 
in oppofition to facts, becaufe they cannot comprehend 
the theory of their action ! 


rope 
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rope in motion, than that a new root, herb, 
or falt be recommended, as particularly 
efficacious in fome difeafe; and yet re- 
peated experience teaches, that very little 
would be loft if all the new remedies of 
that kind, which have: come into ufe 
thefe laft thirty years, had remained un- 
known, Ä 


Thefe confiderations, however, carry me 
beyond what. I propofed at the prefent 
time; I fhall therefore ftop, and commu- 
nicate to you, in a few words, my thoughts 
on the phyfical effet of Dr. Perxrns’s 
‘Tractors on the animal body. 


It is known, that all bodies which eva- 
porate become electrified, generally nega- 
tively, but fometimes pofitively; and that 
the vapour is in the firft cafe pofitively, 
and in the laft negatively electrified; con- 
fequently it muft be the fame with the 
anımal body, where the exhalation is con- 
ftant, though, for well known reafons, it 

cannot 
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cannot be obferved, but by artificial and 
very nice experiments, 


Hence it follows, that if a perfon holds 
the point of a Metallic Tractor againft the 
furface of the body of another perfon, and 
they are both at that moment eiiher nega- 
tively or pofitively electrified, no effeét is 
produced; but if they have electricities 
oppofite to one another, then the eleétri- 
cities will be either removed or dimi- 
- nifhed in both, and therefore in both an 
alteration will happen. 

Now fuppofe, for example, that a perfon 
who has the gout in a part of his body, 
through a want of perfpiration in that 
part, it becomes pofitively ele¢tritied, while 
in the mean time the other perfpiring parts 
of the body are negatively electrified; it 
follows, that this difeafed part would have 
its equilibrium of eleétricity reftored, by 
means of the diftribution of the nega- 
tive electricity in the body to the pofitive, 


which 
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which is the part difeafed: or, fuppofing 
the negative electricity of the body had fo 
much. intenfity that it could communicate 
its overplus to the difeafed part, the gouf 
would probably be removed. i 


Suppofing, again, that a perfon in health, 
who is negatively eleétrified, holds the 
point of a Tractor towards this difeafed 
part, which was juft faid to have its equi- 
librium of eleätricity reftored, yet, without 
touching it, he will by this excite pofitive 
ele&ricity in the difeafed part; but if he 
touches the part with the Tractor, he will 
communicate to it his own negative elec- 
tricity, and thus in both cafes excite electri- 
city in the part difeafed. ‘This is in rag 
my opinion of the matter, 


Againft this en of the caufe of 
the effects of Dr. Perxıns’s Tractors 
" may be objected, that as the animal body 
is a conductor, it could not become elec- 
trical unlefs it was infulated ; but againft 
this 


44.) 
this objection I fhall only alledge threé 


phenomena, which are partly known, and 
partly very eafy to try, and which invali- 
date entirely this objection, 


‚One is, that in water itfelf, which is an 
excellent conductor, ele£trical fifh can pro- 
duce very ftrong electrical fhocks. 


The fecond is, that in the Galvanic ex- 
periments, where two pieces of metals are 
put upon a naked mufcle, no effect is pro- 
duced until thefe two pieces of metal either 
touch one another immediately, or are 
brought into conjunction with a fourth 
conductor. Here the animal body is not 
a fufficient conductor. 

The third inftance is, where a piece of 
zink is put upon one furface of the tongue, 
and a piece of gold or filver on the other, 
and brought either immediately into con- 
tact with one another, or through the me- 
dium of a third metal, the itrong eleétri- 

N | cal 
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cal tafte, as known, is perceived on the 
| tongue ; but, on the contrary, ıf the finger 
be ufed as a conductor between the two 
metals, the electrical tafte is not perceived, - 
even if the finger be wet. 


I have befides made another experiment, 
which deferves to be remarked, and which 
proves, that Dr. Perkıns’s Traétors; even 
in confequence of their form, act differently 
from metals of any other fhape..’ If in the 
known experiment to excite a flafh in the 
eye, by putting a plate of zink between the 
cheek and teeth, on one fide of the mouth, 
and a filver or gold p/ate .on the other, and 
bringing them into immediate contact, you 
make ufe of zink of the fhape ofa Tractor 
on one fide, and one of gold or filver on the 
other, inftead of the p/azes, and bring them 
into contact, no flafh is produced. It is 
alfo the! fame when you bring two plates 
into contact with one another, by means 
of the Metallic. Traéfors—If, on the con- 
“trary, you employ for the experiment a 
plate 
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‚plate of zink on one fide of the mouth, and 
a gold, filver, or iron, of the fhape of a 
Tractor, on the other, and bring them into 
contact, only a very flight flafh is pers 
ceived: | + thos 


It is evident how much knowledge we 
fill require to be able to determine, what in 
each given cafe can and muft happen in re- 
gard to the change of electricity in the hu- 
man body. . Too little attention has hitherto 
been, paid to the important part which 
eleCiricity: ads in the animal’ oeconomy: 
It is undoubtedly poffible to obtain, by fuit= 
able experiments, more light on this intes 
refting fubje& ; but for this purpofe ano- 
ther Sonrorinus is neceflary: Among 
many other things; one: would; without » 
doubt, äHo learn, that our beds have an 
effet upon the body, which is not indiffe- 
rent, and»which has not hitherto been duly 
confidered. They have an influence on 
the functions of the body, not only in fo 
far as they keep it more or lefs warm, but 

4 even 


4) 

even in regard to electricity; He who 
fleeps or refts on a feather-bed, or hair« 
mättrefs, is in an infulated flate, if the bed 
and linen are perfectly dry: the contrary 
takes place if they are damp. 


Here follow my Experiments with Dr. 
PERKINS's Tractors. 


T. 

If the point of thefe Traétors is held to- 
wards the tongue of different perfons, yet 
without touching it, they generally declare 
they feel a partly four and partly metallic 
tafte, | 


in” 

In paffing the point of the Tra@ors over 
the face of different perfons, without 
touching them, fome feel a kind of crawl- 
_ ing, others a prickling fenfation, and fome 
are not acted upon at all, 


IH. I dis 


Ch} 
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I direSted the point: of the Tra&tors to 
wards different: parts of the face of a lady 
of a very irritable habit, whofe eyes were 
blinded, and fhe could always tell me near 
which part of the face the Fra¢ctor was. 
Two others, of lefs fenfibility, on whom 
I made the fame experiment, did not fo . 


diftinctly perceive this effect: 


| IV. 

Lam fubjed to a pain in the knees, after 
fitting ftill for a long time. I have three 
times removed this pain, firft from one, 
and then from the other knee, by {ticking 
Dr. Perkins's Tractors through the 
breeches, one on each fide of the knee, fo 
that the points touched the ikin: - 


Var 
Ä married lady, aged 29, who had been 
the whole winter fubject to rheumatic pains 
in the head, and tried different remedies 
| without 
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without fuccefs, begged me to try the /ficks, 
as fhe called them. I held the iron co- 
loured Tractor, without touching her, to» 
wards the temples, where fhe then felt 
the pain, and after fome minutes fhe aflur- 
ed me, with great joy, that it was gone; 
yet a quarter of an hour after fhe felt it 
"in the eye of the fame fide. I moved the 
point of the Tractor only for a minute 
over the eye, when that was alfo gone.— 
Later in the evening fhe complained how- 
ever again of fome pain in the temples, but 
in a much lefs degree. — The next day fhe 
{till felt fome remains of it, and wanted to 
try again the effect of the Traftors. They 
"were now drawn over in contact with the 
part, and it ceafed.—Four days have fince 
pafled, and fhe has been moftly (2) free 
from pain, and only had fenfations of it 
in a much flighter degree than formerly. 


fü) She no doubt would have been entirély free, if the 
experiment had been repeated agreeably to the direc- 
tions, ; É ; 


E I have 


(20053 


I have applied the Tra&tors, in two'cafes, 
for the tooth -ache, where the gums were 


{woln (x), without much bene (y jk 


(Signed) 


P. C. AsıLpscaarv, M.D. 


Profeffor and firft Lecturer at the 
Veterinary College. 


er x) The Tractors have very feldom given relief to 
what are ufually called " gum botls.” 


(y) Eleätricity and Galvanifm are now juft enough 
involved in myftery to afford an ingenious 'theorift an 
ample field for expatiating on the principle of this metal- 
lic operation. Much more, I apprehend, might be ad- 
vanced in fupport of this theory, the outlines of which 
the learned Profeflor has here communicated, and fome 
objections alfo, no doubt, might be fuggefted. 


As theories, on almoft every operation in nature, are 
generally as various as the individuals who give them, I 
fhall at prefent confine myfelf to what I conceive of 
more importance, viz. to ¢/fablifh the facis, and leave it 
with the -philofophic reader to -gratify himfelf with 
theorifing as much as he pleafes. While facts remain, 
 it-is hoped that fome few may, be found, who allow the 
metallic practice to poflefs a Little merit, if the principle 
of its operation is not yet thoroughly developed. 


SURGEON RAFN’S EXPERIMENTS, 


Among the various experiments I have 
made in PERKINISM, one oü my own per- 
fon is very fatisfactory.—After having 
been three days tormented with a rheuma- 
tic pain in my back, which daily increafed 
in violence, I determined to try the effects 
of Dr. Perxıns’s Metallic Tractors. The 
application was made in a room of the 
temperature of between ten and twelve de- 
grees of Reaumur, and at a time when my 
pain was very violent. After having ope- 
rated with them for five or fix minutes, 
partly with each of the Tractors alternately, 
and partly with both at once, the pain 
difappeared entirely, and I have not felt 
any fince. — 
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This rheumatic pain produced a fenfa- 
tion like a contraction in the cellular mem- 
brane. I could obferve at each ftroke of 
the Tractors a kind of relaxation and 
yielding in the places where they touched. I 
did not perceive the ufual burning, but only 
a titillation from their irritation. The 
fkin, however, grew red, and much warmer 
_ than the other parts of my body, yet with- 
out fweat. I neglected to obferve the de- 
gree of heat by the thermometer. 


Three weeks after I repeated the fame 
operation for as long a time, and on 
the fame place, which was quite well, 
and free from pain. The fkin neither 
grew red, ‘or warmer, nor did I feel 
that relaxation in the .cellular membrane, 
which I obferved on the firft trial. The 
pain alfo, in the former experiment, be- 
came evidently greater ın the place where 
each ftroke of. the. Tractor terminated, but 
in this cafe nothing of that kind was ob- 
ferved. Other perfons, on whom I have 


applied 
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applied. the Tractors, have had the fame 
fenfations /3/. 


I have alfo employed PERKINISM with 
fuccefs in gouty and nervous head-aches. 
In rheumatic tooth-ache the Tractors gave 
no relief in my hands. I mutt, however, 
obferve, that the patients have feldom had 
the patience to fubjeét themfelves to the 
operation for more than two or three mi- 


nutes ( a IR 
Avainft 
fe) 


(2) This takes place in moft cafes of acute pain. In 
whatever courfe the Tractor is drawn, the pain ufually 
follows. This firft fuggefted the propriety of conducting 
them from the more vital parts towards the extremities. 


(a) This is a circumftance which very much interefts 
the metallic practice, and which might be enlarged upon 
with much advantage to thofe who are in poflefion of 
the Tradtors. 


In confequence of relief having, in many inftances, 
been obtained in a very few minutes, moft perfons have 
an idea, that no benefit is to be expected from extend- 
ing the time of their application: but this is an egre- 
gious error. Daily experience teaches the neceflity of 
continuing their ufe at leaft half an hour; and in fixed 

| E 3 difeafes 


| CE) 
Againft deafnefs f b) and finging in the 
cars, I have not been able to produce any 
effect with the Traétors. 


(Signed) 
CHARLES GobLoB RAFN, 


Afleflor General in the CEconomical 
and Commercial College. 


difeafes of any duration, they ought to be employed not 
lefs than three times in the day. This fact I have, per- 
haps, not urged fufficiently in the Diredtions which I have 
publithed in this country for ufing the ‘Tractors. 

The extremely fimple appeararice of the Tractors, 
will often at firft view excite the difguft of the patient ; 
and from having no confidence in their efficacy, he 
will confequently feldom be difpofed to give them a 
faithful trial. As the operation is very innocent, it fhould 
feem that, on a moment’s reflection, one might devote a 
little time to a remedy, which, as far as teftimony in its 
favour can recommend, prefents a fair profpect of afford= 
ing relief. | 


 (b) No benefit may be expedted from the Metallic 
Tractors for deafnefs, or finging in the ears, unlefs thefe 
complaints are accompanied with paim——There is no 
mention of any pain in this cafe. 
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SURGEON HERHOLDT’S EXPERIMENTS. 


From the trials I have made, I find 
PERKINISM, like all other remedies, is in- 
determinate and relative in its effects. I 
have often feen the Metallic Tra&törs alle- 
viate and remove imflammatory, rheumatic, 
and gouty pains. In fimilar difeafes and 
fimilar fubjedts, they have very often not 
produced any benefit ; for as the pains in 
thefe cafes increafed (c) from their opera- 

| tion, 

(c) Numerous inftances of this kind occur, in 
which the Tractors are laid afide, from a fuppofition 
that they are doing no fervice, when at the fame time 
this very action on the difeafe is a fign that the ap- 
plication is taking effe€&t, and if fufficiently perfifted in, 
will terminate the complaint. It is, however, not fur- 
prifing that. patients, entirely unacquainted with the 
effects of fo new and, fo fingular a remedy, fhould be 
alarmed at any little temporary increafe of their pains, 
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tion, the patients would not fuffer a conti- 
nuance of the remedy. 


" Nufquam tuta fides. The practical phyfi- 
cian, in the prefent ftate of our experience, 
cannot with certainty (d) predict the event 
of every application. A circumftance fa- 
vourable to PERKINISM is, that if it is 


and prefer reforting to remedies whofe effects have been 
longer known. | 
Surgeon Herholdt, however, as appears from what he 
afterwards obferves, difcovered that the Traétors could 
do no injury to the patient, if they rendered him no 
fervice. | 


(d) It has never been pretended that the metallic prac- 
tice, unlike every other remedy, is an infallible fhecific. 
Enough is known of the obftinacy of many difeafes to 
render even fuch a fuggeftion ridiculous. Indeed the 
reports, which M. Herholdt and the other Danifh ex- 
perimenters have made, confidering the embarraffments 
under which they laboured, for want of the neceflary in- 
ftructions for ufing the TraCtors, are as favourable as 
might rationally have been expected. Had they known 
the obftacles which oz/ly and other extraneous applications 
prefent to obtaining relief with the T'ra&tors, and indeed 
had they been poflefled of more complete Diredtions, a 
greater number of their experiments would, no doubt, 
have been attended with fuccefs, 


not 
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not attended with fuccefs, it appears to be 
incapable of doing harm. 


I fhall quote of ag ey a few eX- 
periments. 


i Caste I, 

A girl, about 19 years of age, had for 
fome days a fixed gouty pain in the hand 
and fingers. 1 applied the Traétors. In 
a quarter of an hour the pain was gone, and 
the fingers as pliable as her other hand. She 
fat immediately’down to fewing, and, to 


"the aftonifhment of many “sibling: has been 


able from that time, which is now five 
weeks fince, to ufe her hand as well as 
ever. AM 


CASE sl 
A feeble fe) sg york about 39 years of 


BR; ' age, 


s ie i 


. 
>» 


" (e) We have had scent to notice in the preceding 


pages, that benefit is not often to be expedted‘in cafes of 


this defcription. 


Pains, accompanied with debility, or a RAR. of 
nervous energy, and mere efpecially conflitutional weak- 


neffes, are not fuitable fubjects for this operation. 
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age, had a sping pain in both hands. PER 
KINISM was applied four times by diffe- 
rent Bocas but fhe found no amend- 
ment. 


Case IH. 


A girl, 19 years of age, burst her fore 
arm fo that a blifter had rifen, attended 
with an eryfipelatous tumefaction, which ex- 


tended as far as the elbow. . The flighteft _ 


touch of the Traétors caufed the moft in- 
fupportable pain; fhe could not in confe- 
quence be perfuaded to make a proper 


trial of their effects /77. 


— (fY It can very eafily be conceived, that the part may 
have been fo extremely inflamed by the joint action of 
both the burn and eryfipelas, that the points of the Trac- 
tors, drawn immediately over it, would have given very 
great pain, and probably done more harm than fervice. 
But in this cafe, as in all cuticular inflammations, which 


are very tender, they fhould have been drawn round the ._ 


edges of the affection. After three or four applications 
in 2 this way, that extreme tendernefs would, in all proba- 
2 hr 
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Case IV. 


A man, 45 years of age, on the 4th of 
March, in the night, was feized with a 
fixed pain in the nape of the neck, which 
would not permit him to move the head. 
In the morning his wife applied Dr. PEr- 
KINs’s Tractors, and in half an hour he 
was perfectly cured. 


Casz V. 


Another man, 30 years of age, had a 
gonorrhea, the difcharge from which was 
checked by bad treatment, and he fuffered 
from a frangury. I advifed him to draw 
the Traétors lightly on the fkin along the 
urethra. During the application the mat- 
ter flowed freely, and in a quarter of an 
hour the pain very much diminifhed. He 


_ 
bility, have been fo far removed, that they could have 


been condudted with advantage very lightly over the 
place moft affected, © 


was | 


een) 


was afterwards cured of the gonorrhea by 
the ufual remedies. 


[If Perkınısm has no influence in ve- 
nereal difeafes; and if, on the contrary, it 
‘appears by various experiments, that it mi- 
‘tigates the fymptoms of a common go- 
norrhea, this might perhaps be another 
proof againft the identity of thofe two 
poifons. | 


Befides thefe experiments, to which I 
have myfelf been witnefs, I am authorized 
to ftate, that Dr. J. Bane, Phyfician at 
Soroe, with two hundred ftrokes of the. 
Tradtors, has cured, to the joy and afto- 
nifhment of many, a gentleman of rank, 
who was afflicted with a violent gouty pain 
in his hip. vi 

(Signed). J. D. HERHOLDT, 


Surgeon of Divifion, 


K. 


EXTRACT OF EXPERIMENTS OF PERKIN- 
ISM IN THE COMMON HOSPITAL AT 
COPENHAGEN. 


{Communicated by M. Jacozson, Surgeon of the Hofpital.] 


PETER PETERSON, aged 50, had been 
in the hofpital from the 1 2th of December 
(about three months) and without any be- 
nefit had tried various remedies for gouty 
pains in the right knee, which extended 
towards the hip. The 24th of March, 
different metals were tried, as brafs, iron, 
&c. A rednefs appeared where they touch- 
ed, which extended to the leg, but the pain 
did not diminifh. ‘They were daily conti- 
nued to the 2d of April, without benefit. 


Case IL 


Ann WOLF, aged 62, on the 23d of 
March had the eryfipelas in the face. She " 
had 


( 63.3 
had takenan emeticanda camphire mixture, 
"The Traétors were now applied, and on 
the firft and fecond experiments there ap- 
peared an increafe of fome of the fymp- 
toms, but on continuing the means daily 
until the 28th (five das the {welling di- 
_ minifhed, fo that her eyes were opened, and 
the {kin peeled from her face. She grew 
fo much better, that on the age we "ceafed 
to apply the Tractors: 
a Case Il. 

Jacos Marruinson, aged 30, had 
pains in the left shoulder, particularly in the 
upper part of the joint, for which various 
remedies had been applied without fuccefs. 


March 21f. The Traétors were drawn 
from the part affected down the 7 


without alteration. 


Tke 22d. During the operation, the pain 
drew towards the elbow. 


The 
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" The 23d. At evening the pain returned 
back from the elbow to the fhoulder, where, 
on examining, we found an enlargement on 
"the left collar-bone [clavicula]. 


The 24th. We found a fimilar though 
not fo large a {welling on the other collar- 
bone ; that on the left fhoulder was pain- 
ful to the touch, but there was no appear- 
ance of external inflammation. The Trac- 
tors were again applied. 


On the 26th, 27th, and 28th, the fwel- - 


lings were without alteration. 


2gth. As the pain always followed the 
courfe of the Traétors towards the elbow, 
this afternoon they were drawn along the 
fhoulder and fore arm to the hand, when 
the pain fixed more in the joint of the 
hand. At night, however, it went back to 
its old place in the fhoulder. 


The . 
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The 30th, he felt pains on the right fide 
of the neck. The Tra¢tors were now 
daily applied to the fhoulder, and drawn 
down as far as the fore arm until the 4th of 
April. The fame fymptoms as above men- 
tioned always followed, and no permanent 


relief was given to the fhoulder /g): 
From 


g) This cafe is important on two accounts. It affords 
" tis an example of the embarraflments, under which moft 
of the experiments at Copenhagen were made, for want of 
the neceflary inftruGions for applying the Tractors ; and 
at the fame time we have prefented to our view, an un- 
deniable ation of the metals «on the difeafe, although they 
did not wholly remove it. 

The Tra&tors here, as,in all cafes of pains in the 
fhoulder, fhould have been drawn quite to the ends of the 
fingers, and then the pains would not have ftopped at the 
elbow and joint of the hand, as did regularly take place 
from their not being extended further than thofe parts. 
It is impoflible for us to know certainly what this com- 
plaint was. If it was a rheumatic affe&tion, and no od 
or greafy application was ufed at the fame time, and if 
the patient was free from any /crophulous or venereal 
taint, I fhould not have. hefitated to declare, that the 
Tractors, if properly applied, would have cured it. But if 
there was any defect in the bone, as an exfoliation, the 
metallic practice could give it no permanent relief, and 
muft have ferved only as a palliative. From its refift- 

ing 


eS 


i oF 


We have fince applied bliftering plaif- 
ters to this day, 14th of April [ten days] 
and he feems to think himfelf a little 
better, 


Case IV. 


Frederic KuRsHAGEN, aged 30, had 
pains in the left fhoulder, which extended to 
the elbow, particularly in lifting up the 
arm. Sometimes alfo he had pains in the 
tight arm. Various remedies had already 
been employed without effect, yet during 
the ufe of mercurials the pains had fome- 
what, though very little, diminifhed. 


The 21ft of March the Traétors were 
applied to the /hou/der without alteration. 


22d. The pairis in the fhoulder decreafed 
a little, and drew more towards the elbow. 


ing the various remedies which had been ufed, from the 
enlargement being tender to the touch, without difplay- 
ing external inflammation, and from its attacking the 
clavicle, which is fo often the feat of /jphilitic nodes, we 
can fcarcely doubt but the difeafe was fomething more 
than a mufcular affection, 


Lia | The 
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The.23d' and 24th. ‚The „pains. fol- 


lowed the Tractors as before. |, 


25th. The pains in the fhöulder dimi- 
nifhed, but thofe in the elbow increafed. 
He could move his arm better, and indeed 
raife .it, fo that he put his hand on the 
back of his neck, which was impoffible for 
him to accomplifh. before. 


26th. Without further amendment. 


27th. In confequence of the pain al- 
ways drawing after the Tractors towards 
the elbows, they were, until the 4th of 
April, continued as far down as the fore 
arm, the fhoulder remaining {till the chief 
feat of the pain; and PrrRKINISM, not 
having produced further a was 

laid afide fa). 
Case 


(a) The fame inftruction, as it refpelts the mode of 
application, can be drawn. from: this cafe as from the 
lat. The ’Tra&tors were never extended down but a 
little below the elbow, confequently the pain was not con- 
ducted further than that ati This cafe, from its flate- 

j ment, . 


Cc GF. ) 
Case V. 


GrrtrupE Mary Hojer, aged 63, had 
pains in the right eye, without any particu- 
lar exterior appearance. The ‘Tractors . 
were applied once on the 29th of March, 
and the pain was removed. She has been 
perfectly well to this day, April 14th. 


CAR VI. 


CHARLOTTE SoPHIA JONES, aged 28, 
had pains ın the right fhoulder, which ex- 
tended up to the neck. She had befides an 
eruption on the arms, and afterwards on 
the face and fhoulder. 


The 21 Aa March, the Tractors were 


applied without alteration. 


ment, appears more like a rheumatic affedtion than the — 
complaint in Case III, and the application feems to 
er ics more effect, 


F 2 22ds 
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22d. They drew the pain towards the 
elbow. PERKINISM was daily continued 
until the 4th of April, and no other impor- 
tant benefit was derived than the curing of 
the eruption on the fkin. ‘The pain, fome 
hours after each operation, returned from 


the elbow back to the fhoulder /2). 


Case VII. 


BARBARA, aged 34, had an epileptic fit 
‘fome years fince, on feeing a great fire, 
with which however fhe had not been at- 
tacked again until the 25th of March, 
when, in confequence of another fire, which 
fhe faw through a window, fhe was feized 
a fecond time. Since this fhe has had fe- 
veral convulfive fits in the hofpital, and 
which indeed always came on whenever 
fhe faw another patient in convulfions. 


(5) Patients afflicted with pains of this defcription 
muft never expect to be cured, as we have often had oc- 
cafion to obferve, unlefs the Tractors are drawn quite 
to the extremities. We are not told here that no oily 
applications were at the fame time ufed. The curing of 
the cuticular inflammation in this cafe muft however have 
been a defirable objecte 

March 
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March 30th. She complained of a vio- 
lent [hemicrania] pam on one fide of the 
head, and alfo a pain in the left armpit. 
The Tractors were applied down along her. 
cheek. During the operation fhe felt a 
moving of the pain after the Tractors, and 
it became lefs violent. In the afternoon 
the pain had confiderably increafed, and 
lafted till midnight, accompanied with a 
perfpiration, | 


The 31ft, the Tra&iors were applied from 
the armpit down as far as the fore arm, 
becaufe fhe complained of a very violent 
pain in that part. She immediately found 
relief there alfo. ‘Towards evening again 
the pains increafed fc), and were attended 


(c) Here an egregious error was committed, by not 
repeating the ufe of the Tractors at evening, when thofe 
fevere pains came on. Although fhe was perfeétly cured 
after three days application, fhe would not have had 
. occafion to ufe the Tractors, even the fecond day, had 
they been faithfully applied on the firft evening, and ex- 
tended along the arms to the ends of the fingers, and efpe- 
cially to that thumb in which they had caufed a numbneß. 


oe with 
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with a numbnefs in the thumb, and profufe ~ 
{weating, after which however fhe was, 


eafier, 


The next day, ıft of April, PERKINISM 
was repeated. The relief then given 


was permanent, for fince that time [four 
teen days] fhe has not oes of the 
leaft pain, 


To one perfon attacked with a very vi 


lent epileptic fit, PERKINISM has been ap- 
plied without any benefit. , The ‘Tractors 
were ufed in the following manner, and no 
'vifible alterations of the {ymptoms appear- 
ed during the application: Four hundred 


ftrokes were given from the head down- 


wards, one hundred with the brafs, and one 
hundred with the iron-coloured Tractors, 
and the other two hundted with both at 
once fd), | 


OBSER- | 


(d) There is a fpecies of epileptic fits, in which the a 
Tractors have very feldom ‚produced any benefit. Of 
this ipo) is the fee. a cerebralis, or fuch as attack the” ” 


y 2 x whole 
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OBSERVATIONS OF THE DANISH EDITORS, 
SURGEONS HERHOLDT AND RAFN, ON 
PERKINISM, RESULTING, FROM THE 
: FOREGOING EXPERIMENTS. 


Thefe arc ‚the, moft important .experi- 
ments, which to our knowledge have been 
made.in Copenhagen, and the opinions of 
our firft philofophers on this remedy. 


‘The general attention which it attracted, 
not only of phyfieians but other charadters _ 
alfo converfant in natural hiftory, and the 
defire we obferved in both to’ obtain a 
knowledge of the effeds the Tractors 
had produced in America, prompted us to 


whole body with great violence and very fuddenly, with- 
out giving any previous warning of its approach. 

Thofe, on the contrary, which commence with the 
epileptica aura, or other particular action on tome one of 
the limbs before the whole body is convulfed, will in al- 
moft every inftance obtain immediate relief, if the Trac- 
tors can -be foon applied to that part where fuch ee 
toms of the approaching fit are perceived, ” 

From the ftatement of the cafe above, it is probable, 
by the violence of the attack, it was of that defcription 
in which the Tractors have not often been fucce(sful. 


yee publith 
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publifh ASE VA y what we knew of the 
fubject ; otherwife we fhould have waited 
patiently for the time, when a greater 
number of experiments, and a more tho- 
rough inveftigation, could have brought the 
fubjeét to ftill greater maturity. 


Through this early publication, we gain 
fo much at leaft, that medical men will be 
better inftruéted in the manner of ufing 
the Tractors; and obtain a hint in what 
difeafes PERKINISM, either in America or 
Denmark, has been moft efficacious; and 
from thefe ftatements they will be enabled 
to judge with more corre¢tnefs of the real 
merits of this remedy, 


On the whole, PERKINISM derives an 
advantage from this, that our experiments 
have not been made with a view of con- 
firming any favourite theory, or of fupport- 
ing an invented hypothefis, 


We do not find it noffihle to apply with 
any juflice sul PERKINISM, the ar- 
gument 
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guments and doubts which have been raifed 
againft MAGNETISM ; for inftance, thofe 
in M. Davipson’s letter to M. Brester, 
the Librarian at Berlin, againft the re- 
cent experiments of Dr. PEzoLD, con- 
tained in REIL's Archives of Phyfiology. 


If the experiments at Copenhagen have 
not all had that’ complete füccefs which 
attended thofe in America, they have how- 
ever demonftrated to our fatisfaciion,' that 
there is a'great deal of reality at bottom, and 
that PERKINISM 75 of importance to the 
Phyfieian; and, as ABILDGAARD has juftly 
obferved, “ merits particularly the tho- 
rough attention of the Phyfiologift.” 


The Editors next make fome defultory 
obfervations on the theory of this metallic 
operation, which they think, all will agree, 
mutt be explained on the principles, either 
of mechanical ftimulus, eleétricity, galvanifin, 
or imagination; but that from the infant 
{tate of the practice, the modus operands is 
not yet completely developed. Se 

They 
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They however remark, that “ the obfer- 


vations which Proressor ABILDGAARD 
has communicated, induce us to find the 
theory, which with his ufual fagacity 


he has given, extremely probable., The 


effects which he produced,” fay they, “cans 
not be afcribed to a mechanical irritation, 
as the Tradtors did net come. into con- 
tact with the fkin. That a mechanical im- 


preffion.on the nerves might be attended 


with fome effects, under certain, particular 
circumftances appears. poflible;;., but. the 
Profeffor’s experiments, and others, prove 


that PERKINISM- does not act merely. by 


its! irritätion: soit 


REMARKS OF THE EDITOR, 


É 


"HERE'ends Surgeons HERHOLDT's and 


Rarn’s account’ of ‘the experiments and | 
‚obfervations of many‘of the firft medical | 
‘characters at ee on Dr. Per- 


'xıns’s difcovery. 


LE a SD El a a tn Um 


The | 
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The: reader has feen. a’ candid and ‘ho- 
nourable attempt to afcertain the truth of 
thofe pretenfions, which have for their ob- 
ject a great difcovery in’ Medical, Philo, 
fophy, Influenced by no other motive than 
that'of /frarching out the truth, thete foveral 
characters, and more efpecially the,learued 
Editors, have been actuated by that. bene- 
‚volent philofophy, which characterizes only 
the real promoters, of fcience, and the ad- 
vancement. of human happinefs.., Confi- 
dering the embarraflments under which 
they laboured for want of many zecejJary 
documents, their reports are very favourable 
to the metallic practice fe al 


The 


(2) Some of the Editor's friends, who had perufed the 
‘tranflation of thefe Reports, before they had been put to 
prefs, conceived that “ moft of thofe bofdital experiinents 
were made under fo many EEE circumitances, 
that it would be doing but an injuftice to the difcovery 
to introduce them into the prefent traét. It was fug- 
gefted, that many malevolents, who in this early ftage of 
the practice would gladly grafp at any pretext to injure 
its credit, could infinuate, that in Copenhagen it did not 
‚appear that the Tractors were univerfally fuccefsful.” 
J However 
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The Editor has been attentive to point 
out in Notes the caufes of the failure of 
fome of their experiments. This he has 
done with a view of affifting thofe who 
are engaged in the ufe of the Tractors 
in this country, to comprehend the kinds 
of difeafes for which they are efficacious, 
and the mode of their application, but not 
to complain of zmproper intentions on the 
part of the Danifh phyficians. Here the 
writer would with to zmprefs on the minds 


However well intentioned may have been this council of 
my friends, yet the Editor has never had any hefitation 
on the propriety of introducing the who, Indeed there 
‚exift motives for noticing thofe hofpital cafes, which dg 
not apply to the others, and which weigh in my mind as 
important. .They have afforded an opportunity for paint- 
ing out fome errors, into which many of the purchafers 
. of the Tractors in this country have been led, by not 
attending fufficiently to the rules for ufing them. ‘There 
are perfons, no doubt, who would gladly improve any 
opportunity to injure the credit of this or any other 
innovation, which affected their intereft ; but there are 
fortunately many alfo, who are poflefled of too much 
difcretion not to obferve, that the merits of the metallic 
practice, even in thefe half made experiments, are fully 
fubfantiated, 

of 
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of thofe who poflefs his Tractors, the zecefhty 


of obferving the rules pointed out in thofe — 
Notes, or their practice alfo will very fre- 
quently be attended with fimilar refults. 
The inefficacy of the Tractors in venereal and 
ferophulous affections ; the obftacles which oily 
applications and previous perfpiration prefent 
to obtaining relief; the neceffity of drawing. 
them quite to the extremities ; of repeating their 
ufe at leaft three times ın the day, &c. &c. 
itis hoped will claim particular attention. 


It is not furprifing that the gentlemen 
at Copenhagen did not pra¢tite more judi- 
cioufly with the Tractors, when it is ob- 
ferved that they had to grope their way 
through an untrodden path, without a com-, 
pafs to direct them. An. inftance may 
poffibly occur, among all thofe cafes in 
which the Tractors did not produce. their, 
ufual effects, where the caufes I have aflıgned 
for their failure did not exift, yet I ap- 
prehend thefe will not be frequent. 


“. 


The 
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The Author of this difcovéry, whatever 
his enemies have injurioufly reprefented, 
has never pretended that the Tra¢tors, un- 
like all other remedies, are ever infallible 
in their operation. It is hoped, that thofe 
who are acquainted with the laws which 
regulate the animal ceconomy, and the nu- 
merous ills to which it is unavoidably ex- . 
pofed, will not pafs fo fevere a cenfure 
upon his underftanding, as to believe that 
fuggeftion. Such a remedy never exift- 
ed, but in the advertifement of an em- 
piric, or in the brain of an alchemift. Per- 
haps mercury, as a fpecific in the fyphilis, 
approaches nearer to fuch a thing than any 
other example we can give; yet how many 
conftitutions are ruined and lives deftroyed 
by that difeafe, although mercury is admi- 
niftered by the moft fkilful and -expe- 
rienced phyficians. The bark is called 
a fpecific in an intermittent fever, yet 
what phyfician has not feen numerous in- 
ftances of its failure. | 


This 
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This however, Dr. Perkins has de- 
clared, and to the fatisfaftion of very 
many medical characters of high reputation 
has proved, that the Metallic Tractors, 
if properly applied, m certain difeafes, are 
more fafe, agreeable, expeditious, and efficaci- 
ous in thew operation, than any other remedy. 
From the advantages which the public now 
has, for fubjeding their merits to the teft 
of experiment, and from the increafing 
reputation which the difcovery is in con- 
fequence gaining throughout Europe and 
‘America, the intelligent world will very 
foon coincide with him in this opinion... 


Any further obfervations from the Edi- 
tor, on the experiments at Copenhagen, 
are unneceffary. Having fully prefented 
them to view, and pointed out the caufes 
of their failures, the reader is competent 
to a due eftimation of their importance, as 

they relate to the point in queftion. 
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THE EDITOR’S 


RT Eil,.MaA Au Rey Kod 


ON 


Dr. TODE’s NOTES. 


I HAVE next a fubjeét to notice, which 
though perhaps not very interefting to 
Englifh readers, yet is particularly fo to 


fome others. 


As an egregious error is now circulat- 
ing through Germany and Denmark re- 
{pecting this difcovery, it becomes necef= 
fary that the Editor, who alone has the 
means of correcting it, fhould devote for 
that purpofe a few pages of the prefent 


tract. This tafk is impofed upon me, from 
a re{fpect due to many high perfonages in 


America, and to the difcovery itfelf. 


In a note in the early part of this work, 
it is mentioned that Dr. Tope, the tranf- 
| Bun. lator 


. — 
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lator of the Danifh pamphlet into the Gers 
man, has publifhed notes of a very extraor- 
dinary nature on the American teftimonys 
which was adduced in fupport of the Trac-. 
tors. The firft information given me of 
thefe proceedings at Copenhagen, was 
communicated by a very refpectable and 
literary gentleman on the continent. He 
writes, “ Dr. Tops has publifhed fome 
fevere comments on the cafes brought for» 
ward in America in favour of the metallic 
practice. ‘Thefe appearing in the fame 
book, and indeed prefacing the Danith ex- 
periments, muft ferve materially to preju- 
dice the reader againft the credit of the 
difcovery. If his tranflation of them is 
correct, thofe cafes are certainly very excep- 
tionable, and will do your praétice no cre-. 
dit on the continent, efpecially after what 
Dr. Tope has advanced concerning them. 
Although, however refpe&table may be the 
reports at Copenhagen, and however. fa- 
vourable they may be to the practice, yet our 
opinions on its merits will naturally be fome- 

G what 
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what influenced by the reputation in which 
the difcovery is held where it originated.” 


It may well be conceived that my fur- 
prize was great on receiving this intelli- 
gence, as it has been generally acknow- 
ledged, that the fuccefs of the praftice in 
America was fubftantiated by as full and | 
refpeCtable teftimony as has ever been 


deemed neceflary to eftablifh any medical 
facts. | 


Not long after the receipt of this letter 
the work itfelf came to hand, and before 
I had compared the original American 
edition with the German tranflation to af- 
certain its correctnefs, I was not a little 
furprized at the ftritures of Dr. Tope on 
the American experiments. Contrary to 
the fentiments of many men of {cience, 
with whofe opinions I have been favoured, 
and. contrary to the remarks of moft of 
the Journals and Reviews which have no- 
ticed: thefe teftimonies in this country, he 

8 condemns 
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condemns them, and conceives them enti= 
tled to little or no refpeét. “A. more cri 
tical examination explained the myftery, 
" and it was found that Dr. ‘Tope’s /evere 
remarks, which in many inftances appeared 
little lefs than the groffeft abfurdities, arofe 
generally from an incorrect and imperfect 
tranflation, 


The widely different degrees of credit 
which is attached to the American teftimo- 
nies by Surgeons HERHoLDT and RAFN; 
editors of the Danifh edition, and of Dr. 
Tope, of the German, is explained by the 
Doétor’s “ not having (as he tells us in the 
courfe of his notes) feen the original Eng- 
lifh edition,” but only an imperfeét tranfla- 
tion. ‘he opinions of the former gentle- 
men the reader has had occafion to notice, 
(fee page 8.) 


Being in poffeffion of the original Ame- 
rican edition, and of a very correct tranfla- 
tion of the German, I fhall adduce a few 

G 2 : examples 
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examples of the deviations referred to, and 
that writer’s comments. From thefe an 
opinion may be formed of the whole. 


To give them all is unneceflary and im- 
proper; for, in order to have a full compre- 
henfion of them, it would be neceflary, at 
the fame time, to adduce the feveral expe- 
riments to which thefe notes relate. This 
would extend the prefent pamphlet to an 
unreafonable length. As the greateft part 
of them are already publifhed in this coun- 
try (fee Influence of Metallic Tractors, &c.) 
the reader can eafily examine them him- 


-felf. Be 


The firft obfervation that ftrikes forci- 
bly, on perufing the German edition, is, 
that the s:t/es at the head of each coms 
munication defignating profefhons, are in 
~ almoft every inftance omitted, and that at 
the fame time the chief ground of com- 
plaint with Dr. Tope confifts in urging, 
“that they are from perfons of no note 


er character, and confequently entitled to 
| no 
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no credit.” This is indeed the amount of 
the whole which he has advanced againft 
thefe ftatements. 


The firt communication in the Ameri- 
can pamphlet is from Joan TYLer, Efg; 
of Prefton, in the {tate of Conneicut, a 
magiftrate in the county of New London, 
and late Brigadier General of the militia in 
that ftate. The American pamphlet, after 
placing the name and military title [ Gene- 
ral] of this gentleman at the head of his 
ftatement, gives his account of two: cures 
performed in his family by Dr. PERKINS. 
The firft relates to the removal of the pain 
in an incifed wound in his leg, the latter is 
as follows: ‘ My wife at that time (17th 
June 1796) was afflicted with rheumatic 
pains in her hip, which had been upon her a 
number of years, and had affliéted her to 
fuch a degree as to render that fide fhorter 
than the other, and to make her unable at 
that time to raife herfelf from the chair 
without the greateft difficulty, or to walk 

G 3 acrofs 
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acrofs the room without leaning on.her 
ftaff, and with that not without the great- 
eft inconvenience. Dr. PERKINS applied 
the Tractors, and fhe declared herfelf free 
from pain, and immediately arofe from her 
chair without: any affiftance or apparent 
difficulty, and walked feveral times acrofs 
the room without any fupport, and has 
continued to thıs time able to walk in that 
manner, not having been troubled with 
pain in the night, of which fhe had much 
complained before, and has truly been ‘ta 
all appearance a different perfon, as to the 
ufe of her limbs, from the time of that ap- 
plication, to what fhe had been, for years 
before,” In the German tranflation the 
whole of this {tatement is correétly given, 
excepting with the omıfhon of the gene- 
:ral’s title, and Dr. Tope’s comments on 
it are as follows: “ This puts one in mind 
of the numberlefs crutches which are kept . 
near medicinal fprings, as proofs that the 
‚fick can go from them without affiftance,” 
‘Had the Doétor known the rank-and re- 

{pectability 
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fpectability of this gentleman, we might 
have pronounced this a fpecies of raillery, 
which, every philofopher, who .has truth 
in purfuit, however favourable his talents, : 
would not have adopted. 


The fecond cafe in the American pam- 
phlet relates to the cure of a guinfy on 
Mr. Grover, of Plainfield, who, in de- 
{cribing his cafe, fays, “ that during the 
laft feven years he had been frequently 
vifited with fevere attacks of the quinfy, 
which, notwithftanding the firft medical 
affiftance, never left him under eight or 
ten days,” &c. &c. The German tranf- 
lation of this fays, “ from which I have 
never been free more than eight or ten days 
together.” Here is fine game for Dr. Tope, 
and he improves it as follows: “ By this 
perfon’s ftatement, he had the quinfy in 
the courfe of feven years at leaft eighty- 
four times. If at each attack it had broke | 
open before it was cured, his throat muft 
| G4 have 


| ( 88 ) 


have been cut to pieces ina curious mans 
ner.” All this requires no reply. The 
reader will fee what grounds there were 
for his objections to the ezghty-feur tunes 5 


throat cut to pieces,” &c. 


Here follows a communication from 
Dr. EBENEZÆR Rosınson, of Plainfield, 
-Conneéticut. The American pamphlet, 
after mentioning this gentleman’s name 
and profe efional title, faces his obfervation 
as follows; 


“ I have been acquainted with Dr. 
PERKINS’s method of removing many 
painful and inflammatory difeafes by his Me- 
tallic Tractors, for near a year. I have 
frequently had fuccefs in removing pains 
and inflammations of various kinds, among: 
which are paims m the head, burus and 
rheumati/fm. \ have full confidence in the 
efficacy of the means, and that it is a very 
valuable difcovery.”’. The. German edition 
has given a correct tranflation of this, but 

takes 
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‚takes the liberty of omitting the title, defig- 
nating the profefion of the teftifier, and then 
Dr. Tope imgentoufly objects to it for the — 
following reafon: “ This is one’ of thofe 
teftimonies, which prove leaft, and does — 
not deferve any credit, as the witnefs is 
not a profejhonal man, and ws; makes ufe 
of general affertions.” 


Carvin Gopparp, Efq. of Plainfield, 
Attorney at Law, and a Member of the 
Legiflature of the State of Conneéticut, 
communicates a cure of a phlegmon or boil, 
which he himfelf witnefled [See Influence of 
Metallic Traftors, page 63]. The American — 
pamphlet, after placing his name and title 
at the head of his letter, gives his ftatement 
as follows. “ I have lately been eye-wit- 
nefs to an experiment with your Tractors, 
which appeared tome a little fingular. A 
rough hardy labourer had a very bad boil 
upon the outfide of his ancle: the limb 
was much {welled from his knee to his toes, 
and appedted as if the fkin was ready to 

burft, 


(99) 

burft, The foot was in a high ftate of in- 
flammation, and the pain which extended 
to his hip was fo fevere, as to deprive him 
of fleep the night preceding. I drew the 
inftruments repeatedly up and down his leg 
without any vifible effe@ or decreafe of pain, 
until I was almoft difcouraged. At length, 
however, he pulled off his coat and flung 
it afide. It was one of thofe cold nights in 
the beginning of this month. The leg was 
on a fudden wet with perfpiration ; indeed 
the fweat inftantaneoufly burft from all its 
pores. The inflammation upon the foot 
fubfided, and the {welling abated. The 
man declared himfelf free from pain, went 
to bed, flept well, and I have heard no fur- 
ther complaint. As I had never known of 
this fweating effect, I thought the cafe 
worth reporting to you.” 


The German tranflation omzts the title as 
ufual, but ‚gives the ftatement correélly. 
Thus follows the Doétor’s remarks. * Who 
may this Mr. CALVIN GODDARD be, that 
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we fhould fo implicitly give him credit ; 
yet it is the fafhion with all thofe phyfi- 
cians, who trumpet forth their cures, to 
bring witnefles who have no other creden- 
tials than their names, But the more ex- 
traordinary is the cure, fo much the more 
necefüty is there for our being made ac- 
quainted with the razk and condition of 
the witnefs; and it is alfo the more re- 
quired, that he fhould have a certain zo- 
foriety. + How can a perfon in Europe 
truft to fuch witnefles, when they Canary 
to things fo extraordinary.” 


In this opinion I perfectly agree with 
Dr. Tope, and will beg leave even to ex 
tend his argument further, and obferve, 
that in cafes of this defcription, ** the more 
necefJary is it” that he fhould have pro- 
cured a farthful tranflation, in order that 
the public may know “ who may this Mr. 
Calvin Goddard be ;” and that the phyfi- 
cian, who in this inftance “ trumpets forth 
his cures, DOES bring witneffes, who have 
gther credentials than their names,” 


In 
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In the American pamphlet is the fol- 
löwing ftatement from NATHAN PIERCE, 
Efg; Governor and Manager of the almf- 
houfe at Newburyport. [See Influence of 
Metallic Tractors, page 60.) “ Dr. PEr- 
KINS vifited the almfhoufe of this town 
yeiterday, and performed operations with 
his Metallic Tractors on three perfons, 
viz. one woman and two men, feverely 
afflicted with the rheumati/m; and from 
the beft obfervation I have been able to 
make in fo fhort a time, they all appear to 
be much relieved of their complaints.” 
This is tranflated correctly in the German, 
yet Dr. Topz objects to it as follows: 
“ This teftimony is not very conclufive, as 
the reader fees ; a circumftantial narrative 
is wanting, and one may obferve that 
nothing is proved by it, but that three 
_perfons believed themfelves to be cured 
of their rheumatılm by the above opera- 
. tion.” Why Dr. Tove complained of this 
ftatement, becaufe “ three perfons belreu- 
ed themfelves to be cured,” requires inge- 
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nuity to difcover. No mention is made 
of the word “believe” in the ftatement, 
or any thing which fuggefts that the opi- 
nions of the patients were taken ‘at all, 
‘But fuppofing they were queftioned on the 
fubject of their pains, ‘it fhould feem that 
they were at leaft as good judges’ of their 
own feelings as another 'perfon. I can 
offer no explanation of the Dottor’s:mean- 
ing in this criticifm. 


The Rev. Levi Hart, Fellow of: the 
univerfity of New Haven (See Influence of 
Metallic Traétors, page 75.) ftates in the 
American pamphlet, ‘after the mention ‘of 
his profeffional title, as follows : “I have 
been a witnefs to the fuccefsful application 
of your Metallic TraGtors, in ‘removing 
rheumatic pains and head-aches. ‘In te- 
peated inftances I have feen excruciating 
pais, occafioned by contufions, removed 
in a few minutes by the fame application, 
From perfonal obfervation, and the infor- 
-mation of others, I am fully ftisfied of 
the 
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the utility of your difcovery for the re- 
lief of human diftrefs in various. com» 
plaints.’’ "The German pamphlet, as ufual, 
gives no title to this gentleman, but has 
defcribed » the communication correétly. 
Dr. Tope fays, “ Againft Mr. Levi 
Harr I have no other objection, than 
that we do not know how far he may be 
entitled to bear witnefs in this affair.” 


I could go on and give a number more 
of the Doctor’s remarks which are in a 
fimilar ftrain, and which have juft the fame 
grounds: for complaint as thofe I have ad- 
duced, but I apprehend the reader will not 
take much intereft in their perufal. 


Dr. Tope is faid to be a phyfician of 
fome eminence, and had he not been de- 
ceived by an imperfect tranflation, he moft 
undoubtedly would not thus have expofed 
his character. Surgeons HeRHOLDT and 
Rarn had feen the American pamphlet in 
the original edition: of the Englifh lan- 
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guage, and confequently, as they tell us in 
their prefatory remarks, they found the 
teftimony in favour of the Tradtors of a 
very refpectable nature.» Dr. Tope “ never 
faw the American edition,” and as by fome 
accident it feems moft of the titles were 
omitted in the Danith tranflation, he has 
extended the fame error to the German, 
and founded his objections upon that omif- 
fion. Though, however ill he may have . 
thought of the American cafes, it is hoped 
he will entertain a. different opinion of 
thofe publithed at Copenhagen, for, among 
all the Danifh experiments, none were 
more fuccefsful than thofe of his own 
colleague, Surgeon BLEEK. (See page 33.) 
As his comments were undoubtedly written 
before the experiments at Copenhagen were 
made, he might very naturally, from the 
fimple appearance of the ‘T’ractors, conceive 
them a fit fubjeét for ridicule. 


As Dr. Tope’s erroneous account of the 
American cafes is now circulating in Ger- 
many, and other parts of the continent, 
: I have 
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I have confidence that the reader will ins 
dulge me a.little further on this {ubject, 
and give me leave to mention the num- 
ber/and profeflions of the feveral characters 
whofe names appear in that pamphlet. 


‘Of thofe who have individually ftated 
cafes, or who have prefented their names 
to the public as men who approved of this 
remedy, and acknowledged themfelves in- 
ftrumental in circulating the Vra¢tors, are 
fifty-fix in number; THIRTY-FOUR oF 
WHOM :ARE‘: PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, 
and many of:thefe of the firft ‘eminence $ 
thirteen’ cler gymen, moft of whom are 
doétors of divinity, and connected with the 
literary infitutions in America ; among 
the remainder are two members of con- 
grefs, one, profeflor of natural pelo 
in:a-college, dc. &e. | 


. The tra& on “ The Influence of Metal- 
lic Traétors;” has a confiderable  propor- 
tion of the communications which are 
contained in that American pamphlet, 

but 


(me 


but which however, in confequence of its 
appearing at a later period, prefents to the 
public an account of fome new experi- 
ments, which at that early feafon had not 
been communicated. “This work has al- 
ready been noticed in feveral literary jour- 
nals in this country. The refpeétability of 
the characters who have attefted to the 
efficacy of the Tractors in America, can 
better be learned by extracts from fome of 


thefe journals. 


The ANALYTICAL Review for June 
1798, remarks that “ This pamphlet con- 
tains the refult of many experiments made 
in the United States, by gentlemen of high 
refpectability and literary talents.” 


The MEDICAL-AND CHIRURGICAL RE- 
view for November 1798, fays, “ The evi- 
dence adduced, refpecting the powers of the 
remedy here recommended, is apparently fo 
ftrong, both in nature and extent, that no. 
inconfiderable importance attaches to the 
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fubject, and we are led to give a more ex- 
tended account of it than we might other- 
wife have deemed neceflary.” In another 
place it obferves, that “ The teftimonies ad- 
duced in their [the Tra&tors] fupport, are at 
leaft honourable if not decifive. Many come 
from perfons—not of the medical profel- 
fion, but who neverthelefs feem competent 
on the prefent occafton ; for the fubject is, 
for the moft part, an appeal to the common 
fenfes. Others of the faéts are vouched 
for, by members of the medical profeffion of 
high and diftinguifhed character.” After 
avery long extract of upwards of twenty-fix 
pages from the book, they obferve, “ We 
have thus thought it our duty, to go much 
at large into the evidence which has been 
brought forward, in fupport of the alledged 
power of the Metallic Traétors, for, un- 
queftionably, if there be no error or mif- 
conception of facts, the importance of the 
difcovery is great indeed. Where the 
proofs are fo many and fo ftrong, it would 
be unreafonable to queftion them on any 

other 
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other grounds than cautious and fair expe- 
riment.” | 


The Crırıcar Review for February 
1799, obferves, “ Dr. PERKINS applies the 
new fcience of Galvanifm to various difeafes 
of the human body. The effects of his 
Metallic Rods in America appear to be well 
fupported by evidence, and we have heard 
perfons in this country fpeak of them with 
commendation,” 


The PnuıLosornıcaL MAGAZINE, an- 
other valuable record of the literature of 
the age, has alfo treated the evidence ad- 
duced in favour of the Traétors, as no lefs 
deferving refpedt. 
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EXPERIMENTS 


WITH THE 


METALLIC TRACTORS. 


IN ENGLAND. 


N conformity to the original defign, the 
remainder of this work will be devoted 
to noticing the experiments and obferva- 
tions of perfons who have been moft ens 
gaged in the Metallic Practice in thiscoun- 
try. In the view of many, thefe wil be 
more fatisfactory, as the authenticity and 
darrebinesoiok Ahe late ments loan be more 
eafıly afcertained. | 


That which claims our firft notice is 
the practice of a gentleman; who has had 
more experience with the Tra&tors than 
any perfon (myfelf excepted) in England. 

H 3 His 
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His thorough knowledge of the fubje¢ct has 
of courfe enabled him to employ them with 
great fuccefs. The perfon to whom I al- 
lude is Mr. C. C. Lancworrtuy, furgeon, 


Bath. 


It may be proper to obferve, that this 
gentleman, after having completed his re- 
gular furgical education in England, made 
a tour to America, where he heard much 
of Dr. PErxıns’s difcovery, and faw fome 
of his practice. From what he learned 
there, and from fome cures performed on 
board the fhip, in which he took paflage 
for England, Mr. L. was induced on his ar- 
rival here to provide himfelf with a fet of 
the Traltors. Thefe he was ever attentive 
to try, whenever any fuitable fubjeét offered, 
and at the fame time kept an accurate me- 
morandum of every cafe. An account (// 
of thefe he prefented to the public in Sep- 
tember laft. 


(f) See “ View or PERKINEAN ELECTRICITY, 
oR AN ENQUIRY INTO THE INFLUENCE oF ME- 
TALLIC Tractors.”  Publifhed by Johnfon, St. 
Paul's Church-yard, and Cruttwell, Bath, 

| The 
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The great fuccefs attending his experi- 
ments, fo fully confirmed him in the im- 
portance of the difcovery, that he refolved 
on making it the fubjedt of his fole at- 
tention ; and with a view of giving publi- 
city and currency to the Metallic Praétice, 
he afterwards eftablifhed himfelf at Bath. 


Moft of Mr. Lancworruy’s experi- 
ments were made at Briftol Hotwells, dur- 
ing a fhort refidence at that place to attend 
on a fick relation. The difeafes, in which 
he found the Traétors moft efficacious, were, 
painful topical affections, as chronic and ın- 
flammatory rheumatifm, inflammatory gout, 
guinfey, eryfipelas, tetters, tumefactions from 
contufions, [calds, burns, inflammations of the 
eyes, head-aches, and pains om various parts 
of the body. The fubftance of fome of 
thefe cafes, and fuch other things as may 
be thought worthy of particular notice, 


fhall briefly be given. 
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CHRONIC RHEUMATISM. 


€ Mrs. ARBUTHNOT, widow of the late 
Joan ArgvrHanor, Efg; Infpector General 
of the Linen Manufacture in Ireland,” fays 
Mr. L. “had for fix years been afflicted 
with a chronic rheumatıfın, attended gene- 
rally by a coldnefs and torpidity in all her 
limbs, and frequently with zervous affec- 
tions, of fo very diftrefling a nature, that 
her life was confidered in great danger. 
She had confulted feveral medical men in 
Ireland to little purpofe, and in the begin- 
ning of the prefent.year came over from 
that kingdom, and reforted to the waters 
of Bath. Receiving no benefit from thefe, 
fhe removed to the Hotwells of Briftol, the 
waters of which were alike ineflicacious. 
I advifed her to try the Tractors, and hav- 
ing inftructed her how to ufe them, left 
‚a.fet with her that fhe might operate on 
herfelf, or get fome female friend to do fo, 
when the pains were moft violent. The 
Tractors were applied feveral fucceffive 
mornings, 


zer. 


mornings, during which the pains. gra- 
dually abated, and in three weeks from the 
commencement. of this, praétice they were 
entirely removed. Some. time after. this, 
on taking a tepid bath, her rheumatic 
pains and nervous affections’ were brought 
on again as violently as ever. She had re- 
courfe to, the Tractors a fecond time, and 
in the {pace of a fortnight the pains were 
entirely removed, and her. nervous com- 


plaint fubfided.”’ 


Mr. Birp, of Sion Houfe, or Upper Hot- 
well, had been fubject to violent rheumatic 
pains for upwards of ten years, which at- 
tacked him at various periods of the year, 
and fometimes rendered him incapable of 
walking or ufing his limbs. About two 
months before Mr. L. faw him he was feized 
fo feverely in his right arm, from his fhoul- 
der to the wrift, that he could not move it 
without violent pain, and was obliged to ab- 
fent himfelf from duty that day as member 


of the Briftol volunteers. Mr. L. applied 
| the 
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the Tractors, and in a few minutes the 
pain defcended from the fhoulder to the 
hand; in lefs than a quarter of an hour 
he could lift his arm to his head, and move 
it in all directions with perfect eafe. A 
flight pain remained in his wrift, which 
however in a few hours went gradually 
off, and he felt no return. In his former 
attacks the pain had generally lafted for 
feveral weeks; and it was evident that 
the progrefs of the difeafe was ftopped and 
removed by the Tradtors.” | 


ACUTE RHEUMATISM. 


Mr. WHEELER, the book-keeper of the 
Rummer Tavern, had been afflicted with 
a violent acute rheumatifm for fix weeks, 
which confined him to his bed. He had 
tried various applications without effect. 
« I vifited Mr. WHEELER,” fays Mr. L. “ in 
company with Dr. O’ConNELL, and found | 
him in very violent pain in all his limbs, 
and incapable of moving his right arm to — 
his head, or taking up the cup in which his 

wife 
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wife ufually adminiftered to him his drink. 
I drew the Tractors over his right fhoul- 
der, extending them along the deltoid 
mufcle, down his arm, in the courfe of the 
nerve, to the end of his fingers, which were 
tumefied but not inflamed. At the expi- 
ration of fifteen minutes, he declared that 
the pains were entirely removed, and to 
his great aftonifhment, as well as that of 
his wife and Dr. O’ConNELL, he could 
move his arm in every dire£tion, and tak- 
ing up the cup, he exclaimed, “ Lock, 
look, I can lift it to my mouth with per- 
fect eafe!”” He had alfo violent pains in 
his right thigh, on which I operated about 
as long a time as on his arm, when he {aid 
he was entirely free from pain, and expret- 
fed a defire to walk, which he did with 
great eafe. The next day when I called 
on him again I found he had flept well, 
which he had not done from the period 
he was firft taken ill to the time I faw 
him. The pains had not returned in his 
right arm nor right thigh, but his left 

| thigh 
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thigh had, been: for. two hours fo painful, 
that he was incapable of moving it in the 
leaft degree. I operated on it for twenty 
minutes, when the pain was entirely re- 
moved, and he walked about the room 
nearly.a.quarter of an hour with, perfect 
eafe... The next day he. told me he. was 
much better, but the pains had not entirely 
left. him... I applied the Tradtors to all 
his limbs, and left him quite eafy Two 
days ‘after I called. on him» again, and 
found that he was. gone out, was free from 
pain, had a good appetite, refted well at 
night,.and had no’ other complaint than 


debility... When I had done with»him, :he - 


wathed himfelfin linimentum faponis.. ‘He 
has fince gained ftrength and fiefh very ras 
pidly, and. is now quite well, and follows 
his ufual occupation as book- Kibeomlet at the 
Bluramesftalerin 6 


Mr. oe Book- keeper, at the Buth, 


Briftol, was attacked with an flammatory — 
rheumati/m in his foot, which had continued — 


| 


( 298 ) 


three or four days, and gave him much 
pain, inflammation, and {welling. The 
flannel. in which his foot was wrapped be- 
ing removed, the ‘Tractors were applied for 
about a quarter of an hour, when a perfpi- 
ration came on all over his body, and he 
felt quite eafy. The inflammation difap- 
peared, and the. fecond day he put on his 
ftocking and fhoe, and has felt no return 
of pain fince. It is two months fince the 
application.” | 


A cure of an inflammatory fore throat and 
a /cald, are next mentioned ; after which 
Mr. LANGWORTHY gives an account of 
his attendance on a patient ın St. Peter’s 
Hofpital at Briftol, for many years afflicted 
with complicated maladies, often appearing 
like the fymptoms of the atomic gout, and 
which had baffled the firft medical fkill. 


He commenced his operations on the 
2eth: of July, when all her, limbs, ‚were 
Rt: alen kness,: wrifts, hands, and 
fingers 
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fingers fo tumefied and ftiffened, that fhe 
could make but little ufe ofthem. . The 
applications were daily made until the 7th 

of Auguft, when fhe was much relieved | 
from her complaints. Every operation 
was attended with fome fenfible improve- — 
ment. 


In Mr. LANGWORTHY's pamphlet, is 
introduced an account of fome experiments 
by Mr. E_rorp Sparx LANGWoRTHY, a 
furgeon of Brixham, Devonfhire. The 
Communication is as follows: 


« Dear Brother, Auguft 30th, 1798. 
f The Cafes I have met with have 
been but few, but in thofe few the applica- 


tions have been attended with confiderable 
benefit. 


Cafe 1ft.—A boy, 14 years of age, about 

a year and a half fince was attacked with 
a fever of the typhus kind, which in a few 
weeks terminated in a confirmed /eratica. 
Stimulants 
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Stimulants were applied tothe part affected; 
fea-bathing was alfo had recourfe to, and 
a variety of medicines given internally. 
But all thefe means proving unfuccefsful, 
he was admitted into the Exeter hofpital, 
where he remained for fome time, but 
received no benefit. Since he was dif- 
miffed from the hofpital, he has continued 
to bathe in the fea, by which his general 
health has been fomewhat mended, but 
the lamenefs continued nearly the fame. 


He is by trade a thatcher, and his fitua- 
tion in life compelled him to purfue it 
in the beft manner he could. His me- 
thod of getting his reed upon the houfe 
or ftack which he had to thatch, was, 
by dividing the bundles into feveral parts, 
— which he placed on a ladder, one at atime, 
juft high enough to be able to fupport it 
with his head, while he held faft by the 
ladder with both hands, in order to bring 
up his leg. This was the only way that 
he could afcend. I ought to tell you, that 

the 
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"the difeafed limb is nearly an inch and a 
half fhorter than the correfponding one, 
and confiderably {maller; and that he was 


fubject to violent pains on every change of 
weather. 


During the firft four or five days, he 
perceived no materia] benefit from the 
‘Tractors, otherwife than that they pro- 
duced a great degree of heat on the fkin, 
which gave him more feeling in the limb 
than he had before. At the end. of ten 
days or a fortnight he was confiderably 
better, and is, at the time of my writ- 
ing (which is three weeks from the 
commencement of the application) fo 
much recovered, that he now carries his 
reed in whole bundles upon the houfe, 
holding them with one hand, while he 
fupports himfelf up the ladder with the 
other. Before the application of the 
Tra€tors, he could not reach the ground 
with his hand without throwing the dif- 
eafed limb behind him, but he can now 

2 {toop 
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ftoop fo as to take up any thing upon a 
level with his feet, and even buckle hıs 
fhoes. I have operated upon him twice a 
day when I have had an opportunity, but 
he often goes into the Country too early for 
mein the morning, and is frequently too 
late at night, fo that he has not given the 
Traetors fo fair a trialas he ought. He 
has had no return of the pain, even in the 
{malleft degree. 


The next cafe is that of a woman of this 
place, who had laboured under a guin/y for 
feveral days, and at length the inflamma- 
tion and {welling were fo great that fhe 
could not {wallow any thing even in a fluid 
ftate. I applied the inftruments, and in 
lefs than five minutes fhe exclaimed with 
great joy that fhe “ was better, and that fhe 
could fwallow her fpittle, which fhe had 
not been able to do for feveral days before ”” 
I continued the application about ten 
minutes longer, when a profufe perfpiration 

I broke 
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broke out. all over. her face and. neck, ate 
tended with a confiderable efflorefcence om 
the {kin, in the fore. part, of her neck; as 
foon as I had finifhed: the application, fhe, 
fat down and.made a, hearty, ‚breakfaft. 
The next morning the pain returned, in a 
flight degree, but after. drinking a, little 
warm tea was eafy, nor had Tany occafion’ 
to apply the Tractors, a fecond time. 


“ The third was a cafe which happened 
about ten days fince, in the practice of my 
father-in- -law, ; Mr. Hoyles, furgeon, of. 
Dartmouth, to whom I had lent the Trac=, 
tors. About three o’clock in the morn-. 
ing he was called up to a young woman, 
in the town, who was labouring under.a 
violent pam in her fide, attended with 
difficulty of breathing; the had’been bled, 
for the fame complaint {ome days prior to. 
this attack, with fome benefit, but the 
complaint had now returned with redoubled 
violence. Having heard me fay that the 

då ae | Tradtors | 
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Tra&tors (which he had then in his pocket) 
had been found ferviceable in fimilar cafes, 
he fat down by the bed-fide of his patient, 
(with, I believe, but little expectations of " 
finding any good effeéts from their applica- 
tion) and applied them as I had direéted 
him, when, to his great aftonifhment, as 
well as that of his patient, fhe was in five 
minutes much eafier, and in ten minutes 
more fhe was perfeétly relieved, and has 
remained well ever fince. | 


““ Another cafe occurred to me on Sunday 
laft:—A woman had been afflicted with 
a violent rheumatic pain in her head and 
face for fix weeks. The firft application 
procured her a good night’s reft, (which 
fhe had not experienced during the whole 
of her illnefs before) and a fecond removed 
the complaint entirely. In neither of the 
above cafes has any kind of medicine been 
adminiftered. | 


I2 Should 
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Should you think thefe cafes, or either of 
them, worth inferting in your pamphlet, 
you are at liberty to make what ufe ofthem 
you may think proper. 


Your’s affectionately, 


ELFORD SPARKE LANGWORTHY. 


The following communication, from a 
gentleman of rank and high refpeéta- 
bility, Mr. LANGWORTHY publifhes 
in his pamphlet. 


«© Bath, December ee 

« Sir WILLIAM BARKER prefents his 

compliments to Mr. Lancwortuy; he 

has not theleaft objection to have his name 

inferted with thofe who have received be- 

nefit from the ufe of the Metallic Trac- 
tors. 


“He has been afllited with vz0o/ent rheu- 
matic pains in each of his knees, at different 
3 times, 
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times, for upwards often years, and in his 
hips and back; he has tried a variety of 
medicines, and both fea bathing and Bux- 
ton waters, with httle or no effect. He 
could not walk a ftreet’s length when he 
came here (fome months fince) without 
fuffering great pain, but is now able to 
walk over the whole town with little or 
no pain, which he attributes to the ufe of 
the Traétors.”’ 


mn NEN Er ar en — 


In a fubfequent part of his work, Mr. 
LANGWORTHY fays, “ I am fingularly 
happy to adduce the teftimony of a gen- 
tleman of high profeffional charadter. Mr. 
Lyster, formerly fenior furgeon to the 
_ Dublin hofpital, and for many years an emi- 
nent furgeon in Bath, has given me leave 
to pubiifh, that he has cured feveral aöıve 
inflanunations of the face with the Trac- 
tors ; and has fucceeded in: one remarkable 
cafe of a whitlow, even after he thought 

13  Tüp- 


Be 


fuppuration had taken place. The follow- 
ing cafe of rheumatı/m fell under his obfer- 
vation. A fervant applied to him who was 
was quite a cripple, and had laboured un- 
der the moft excruciating paims in his back, 
legs, and arms, eighteen months, never 
having received eafe from the many things 
he had taken. From the firft application 
of the Traetors, this poor man received 
great benefit, and to make ufe of Mr. 
LysTER’s own words, —“ At the expira- 
“6 tion of three weeks, by operating daily, 
““ he could walk as well and as upright as 
“ any man in Bath.” 


" Mr. Lyster makes mention of many 
other cafes of rheumatifm, and zopical in- 
flammatory complaints. 


“ The Traétors,” fays Mr. Lanc- 
WORTHY, “ hold.a very diftinguifhed 
rank inthe cure of a very. general com- 
‚plaint, viz. INFLAMMATION OF THE 
Eyes. My prefent multiplied avocations 

prevent 
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prevent me from entering into a particular 
detail-of cafes that have occurred, but I 

can confidently aver, that my practice in 
"thefe has been attended with the ty 
compless fuccets.”” 


„Mr. L. Mien a cafe if a moft uncommon 
we) ache of feveral years ftanding, cured 


by the, Traétors, He ftates it;as follows: 


“ A lady confulted me, fome months 
fince, for a. violent head-ache, which had 
afflicted her for a number of years. . Wea- 
ried with a variety of medicines, and the ap- 
plication of leaches and blifters at different 
times, to. no purpofe, fhe afked me if I 
thought her cafe came under the PERKI- 
NEAN PRACTICE. Her pain extended from 
the forehead to the top of the head, and 
down the nape of the neck. I was fearful,. 
from the conftant pain fhe experienced, and 
flow fever, that matter was forming on the 
ventricles of the brain; in confequence of 
this apprehenfion, I did not exprefs a defire 

14 to 
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to try the Tradtors, but informed her, that 
in cafe the pain fhould at any time increafe, 
I would apply them with pleafure. 


< "Two days after this, when I ealled’ on 
her, I found her confined to her bed, and 
the pain in her head had become fo vio- 
lent as to produce a delirium. Her eyes 
were violently inflamed. Conceiving that. 
no time was to be loft, I applied the 
Tractors, in different directions, to her 
head, and in lefs than ten minutes fhe 
{poke, and informed me that fhe was quite 
eafy, and had great inclination to fleep. 
A profufe perfpiration followed. ‘ In the 
evening I vifited my patient again, and to 
my fab Ale found her up, and her head 
free from pain; the turgid rednefs and 
inflammation of her eyes entirely re- 
moved, and from that time to this fhe 
has enjoyed perfect health, not having ex- 
perienced the leaft return of her excruciat- 
ing pain,” 


Mr. 
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Mr." Lancwortuy has a cafe of a 
/pram, which is not’ unimportant, and 
which he ftates as follows : 


st Phave permiffion of Dr. FELLows /g) 
of Bath, to ftate the: particulars of the 
treatmeiit of one" of his fervants, who 
Jprained: his! ancles «The Doétor, expref- 
fing ‘at different times ‘his wifhes to be in- 
formed of the fuccefs of the Tractors, I 
called on him for that purpofe. An op- 
portunity immediately offered. One of 
his fervants had a few hours before {prain- 
ed his ancle. A violent inflammation en- 
fued, with great pain and {wellmg. I ap- 
plied the Traétors for ten minutes, when 
he fainted and was extremely fick ; which 
fymptoms I have frequently remarked to 
be the effect of the application of the 
Traetors, when the cure ıs about to fol- 


(g) Phyfician Extraordinary to his Royal ag 
the Prince of WALES. 
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low., Half an.hour.after,,he was operated 
upon again, which entirely removed. .the — 
pain and inflammation... It is fix weeks 
fince the accıdent happened, and he has 
had no return of pain...1 beg leave to add, 
that Dr.. FeLLo ws, with the fpirit of li- 
berality, always attendant. on fcience, .di- 
rected by the teftimony of his fenfes,.freely 
gave me leave to ufe. Bis name on this c= 
REN 


“ Joun Moopy (diftributor.of the, Bath 
Chronicle) had, from „April; 1798,, been 
afflicted with violent pains, in his head,’ at- 
tended with. giddinefs and night; {weats. 
He had been in the. infirmary fies difpen- 
fary for. fix months without finding any 
benefit, and in that ‚hopelefs ftate was re- 
commended to me by his matter. I applied 
the Tradtors daily to his head for upwards 
of a month, and am happy to fay that he 
is quite’.well. | For thefe laft fix weeks 
he has been engaged in his ufual occupa- 
tion. Much might be faid of this man’s 
cafe, 3 
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cafe, but Mr. CRUTTWELL will, with, plea- 
fure, relate the cure to any one who may. 
call on him for that purpofe.”., | 


Mr. Laneworruy’s publication con- 
tains many more cafes, equally evidential 
of the efficacy of the Tractors, but the 
few I have quoted will erve.to. give fome 
idea of the general fuccefs of the, Metallic 
Praétice in his hands, | : 


The caufes of his failure were fimilar 
to thofe which have been remarked, by 
all who have made nice obfervations dur- 
ing their practice with the TraCtors.—The 
prefence of ozly, grea/y, or perfpirable matter, 
was an infurmountable obftacle to fuccefs. 


_ It will, not be a fubjeét of furprize with 
the reader, that Mr. L. after all thefe 
cafes, fhould entertain a favourable opinion 
of the merits of the Metallic Pradice. 
This may be given in a few words: “J 
believe,” fays he, ‘a new difcovery in the 

economy 
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ceconomy of nature to have been made, 


which is capable of being converted to the — 


happy alleviation of human affli@ion ; and 


my moft ardent, and I will fay my only © 


with is, that the truth or fallacy of the doc- | 


trine may be afcertained by others.” 


After expreffing his with to meet me- 


dical men with this view at all times, to 


adopt whatever mode they may chufe, in 


order to come toa true knowledge of the 
merits of this remedy, he concludes: 


“ € After witneffing the efficacy of the 


PERKINEAN practice in the cafes I have 
ftated, and after what I have written on 
the fubject, my own faith in the fcience 


cannot be doubted. But having thus of- — 
fered my pretenfions to the eye of philo- | 
fophy, and the teft of experiment, I am | 
fairly before the public; and with all the 


ee 


deference due -to it from one of the hum- | 


bleft of its members, confident of its can- 


dour, I patiently await its decifion.” 
The 


BED 


* "The Reader, it is believed, will not 
perufe the publication of Mr. Lanc- 
WoRTHY without giving him much credit 
for the liberal and honourable propofals 
which he makes to fcientific men, to come 
and examine the merits of this practice, 


With a view of inviting them to the in- 
veftigation, he obferves : 


* I propofe to operate on all perfons 
afflicted with any of the difeafes here enu- 
” merated, in the prefence of fuch phyficians, 
furgeons, or others, as may be defirous of 
witnefling the operation ; and I thus pub- 
licly invite them to procure fuch patients 
for the purpofe, as may come within their 
knowledge. | 


« "The numerous hofpitals, infirmaries, 
alms-houfes, and other charitable inftitu- 
tions, muft at all feafons furnifh fit fubjeds 
for my practice; and I will readily and 

197 | willingly 
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willingly attend the directors and phyficians 
who have the care of them, and make my 
experiments in their prefence. — 


« All fuch poor perfons as come to 
me will be relieved gratis, if their cafes 
fall within my practice; and the doors 
will be open for medical and other gentle- 
men, who will bring fuch perfons, either 
for the purpofe of afcertaining the truth 
of my pretenfions, or gratifying their 
curiofity. 


“ But while I offer propofals fo con- 
venient to the poor and neceffitous, it is 
neceflary to obferve, that I expect the re- 
gular fees of my profeffion, from patients 
who may be able to pay them. In this 
refpect, however, I fhall conform myfelf 
to moderation, and the circumftances of 
the applicants, as far as the charges of my 
education, and the expences of my under- 
taking and fituation in life will permit. 


66 In 
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“ In drawing up this manual, I am not 
confcious of having miftated fadts, or that 
I could have made a more candid propo- 
fal for bringing my pretenfions to a proper _ 
teft. And all I can add is, that if any 
affemblage of medical or other gentlemen, 
will offer a plan, more likely to obtain the 
end defired, I fhall hold myfelf bound in 
honour and in duty, as well as inclination, 
to co-operate with them in any wayin my 
power.” | 


Only a part of the experiments of Mr. 
LANGworTHy has, in thefe quotations, 
been prefented to the public. ‘The perufal 
of the work itfelf, which is a trat of about 
‘an hundred pages, would afford much fatis- 
faétion and inftrudtion to thofe who with 
to gain information on this practice. To 
that alone the Editor would have referred 
them ; but, confiftent with his original de- 
fign of noticing the experience of thofe 
who have practifed moft with the Tra€tors 
in this country, Mr. Lancworrtny’s | 
merited a particular detail. 3 | 

. I 8 EXXPERI- 
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EXPERIMENTS OF Mr. JoHN GRANT, OF 
Leicuton Buzzarp, BEDFORDSHIRE. 


When Mr. Grant poffeffed himfelf. of 
a fet of the Traétors, he exprefied, in his 
letter, a determination of giving them a fair 
andextenfive trial, among the afflicted poor 
and others in his vicinity, and, whatever 
fhould be the refult, of making that public, 
This refolution, which the Editor would 
be gratified in feeing in all others, induced 
him, after the expiration of a few months, 
to write to Mr. G. foliciting to be favoured 
with an account of his airs His re- 
port, as it is believed will be the cafe with 
‘every perfon, who practifed with the fame 
judgment and perfeverance, was not uncre- 
ditable to the difcovery. “ I have great 
pleafure in informing you,” he writes, 
“that with very fe exceptions, I have 
found them extremely efficacious, and to 
anfwer the purpofe for which they are re- 
commended. | 
“I began, 
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«| began with noting down in a little 
book the cafes as they occurred; but my 
practice with them increafing, and having 
other bufinefs that occupies my attention 
of late, I have been obliged to decline it. 

& I find the Metallic Traétors equally 
ufeful on the BRUTE ANIMAL as on the 
HUMAN SUBJECT, and I think they are 
more aétive on the HORSE than on thofe 
which chew the cud, as fheep, cows, &c. 
My limits will not allow me to enlarge on 
this head at prefent, and ‘hall hereto 
proceed to give thee one or two cafes from 
my minute-book, which I think are very de- 
monftrative of the efficacy of the Tra&tors; 


Case Il: 
PAIN AND TUMEFACTION FROM 
A PUNCTURED WOUND, ~ 

« Epwarn Dawson received an injury 
on his knee, from an iron inftrument run- 
ning into it; a little below the joint, and 
rliich he fuppofed had penetrated into the 
K fubftance 


fabftance of the bone. The Balfamum 
Traumäaticum was‘ applied: immediately. 
However, in three or four hours fromthe 
accident; a:volent pam and tumefattion of 
the furrounding parts enfued, for which 
emollient poultices were applied. _ The 
pain notwithftanding was violent all night. 
The fomentations, &c. were renewed jn 
the morning, but bis pain ftill continued 
intenfe. As foon as I faw him I ordered 
the poultices to be taken off, and, as fome 
creafy matter had been ufed, I had the 
{urrounding parts wafhed with warm wa- 
ter, and wiped clean with a linen cloth. 
T applied the Tradtors to the feat of pain, 
drawing them down the #bza, and in fif- 
teen minutes he was much relieved. = 
continued this ufe about‘ twenty-five, mi- 
nutes, „when. he declared himfelf quite 
free from pain. INT, 


ec Feäring forme injury done to the liga- 
ments near the joints, I ordered him to bed, 
but feeling himfelf to’ be free from pain 
he lay only about two or three hours, then 
4 | got 
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got up and purfued his ufual bufinefs. In 
confequence of this, in the afternoon the 
"pain returned with inflammation. Ufed the 
Traétors as before, and with the like good 
effect. He went to bed, obtained a good 
night’s reft, and has not felt the leaft in- 
convenience fince. © 


Case V; 


VIOLENT INFLAMMATION OF THE EYES, 


« Mary Dawson had been affected for 
eight or nine weeks with the moft violent 
inflammation in the eyes Lever beheld. Many 
applications had been made by the faculty 
without any good effect. The eye-lids were 
very much tumefied ; the white of the eye 
a mafs of inflammation; the uvea and pupil 
very dim, and the cheek fo difcoloured 
that it refembled a ripe neCtarine. I almoft 
defpair of fuccefs in this cafe, yet this 15th 
of the ninth month have made trial of 
the Tractors, and am pleafed to obferve 
that the firft application has abated the in- 
flammation on the cheek and eye-lids. Re- 
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peated it at intervals of fix hours: every 
fucceeding trial promifes fuccefs. 


“ 16th. A-very bad night from violent 
pain in the eye., The external appearance 
much better: ufed the Tractors as on the 
preceding day. The pain during the ope- 
ration fhifted fometimes to her ears, face, 
&c. but at laft froma long application it 
was wholly removed. At night they had 
fo much abated the inflammation, that fhe 

was able to open her eyes. 


“ a7th. The firft falutation fhe gave me. 
this morning was, “that fhe thought her- 
felf nearly well.” She had experienced a 
good night, and was able to dreds, herfelf. 
On examining the eyes, there is yet to be 
feen confiderable inflammation. Ufed the 
Traétors as before, at intervals of eight 
hours, continuing each application full half 
an hour. At evening the inflammation is 
very neatly removed, and fhe can now look 
on a lighted candle, though three days a 
finee was unable to open her eyes, 


« 18th, 


Ge 


“ 18th. The inflammation has almoft 
difappeared, and fhe thinks herfelf cured, 
The Tractors were never ufed after the 18th, 
and at this inftant of writing fhe continues 
well. This cafe was under the infpe@ion 
of a gentleman of the faculty, who forbore 
any application during the ufe of the Trac- 
tors; fo that their effects were incontro- 
vertible. | 


« I thought myfelf amply compenfated 
for their expence, by the pleafure derived 
from giving relief in this cafe alone, as it 
was one of the moft diftreffing lever beheld. 
I moft fincerely hope that a generous Pub- 
lic will reward the Author of a difcovery, 
which promifes fo extenfive benefit to man- 
kind. Thou art at liberty to fhew this, if 
thou defire it. 

Thy aflured friend, 
| Joan GRANT.” 


About a month after the receipt of the 
above letter I was favoured with another, 
in which Mr, G. obferves, “I continue 
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ufing the Tractors as before, and with the 
like good fuccefs. I have cured two horfes 
that were nearly blind, 1 conceive the 
Traétors effential to be poffeffed by all per- 
fons who have intereft in cattle, particu- 
larly horfe-dealers, graziers, &c. 


« I don’t find that they afford-the leaft 
relief in /crophulous /ubjecis, as | have been 
baffled in two or three inftances lately, 
where I at firft thought the cafes were fair, 
but have fince found that the want of fuc- 
ceis arofe from a /crophulous habit.” 


This remark of Mr. G. affords us a 
proof of the very correct and judicious ob- 
fervations he has made in his experiments - 
with the Tractors. The Metallic Pra&ice 
has never given any relief in the ferophula, 
and indeed fo little is it fubject to the me- 
tallic influence, that rheumatic pains on 
perfons who have the leaft tint of /crophu- 
lous habit, very feldom: derive any benefit. 
from the application of the Tractors. This 


( 235. 9 
fact, which has been fully proved by nu- 


merous trials in America, as well as in 

: England, fhould be particularly remem- 
bered by thofe who are engaged in this 
practice. Af this is not attended to, the 
operator will often be difappointed in giv- 
ing relief where he moft expected it, 


Mr. G. has within a few days favoured 
me with his Book, in which he at firft be- 
gan to regifter his experiments indifcrimi- 
nately, but which, from the increafe of 
his practice and other avocations, we are 
told (fe page 129) he was prevented 
from continuing. Many of thefe are too 
important to be omitted in the prefent 
work. 


“ Qn_ the oth of the ninth month, pur- 
chafed.a fet of Metallic Tractors of B.D. 
Prerxins, of London, the Patentee. At 
that.time I was -feverely. affected with the 
Lumbago. ,Qperated. on the affected part 
fifteen: ‚minutes; perceived, a warmth and 
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tingling fenfation follow the point of the 
Tradtors, and was fo much relieved as to 
be able that night to get out of bed with- 
out help, hope I had? been unable for the 
week preceding to turn myfelf without the 
moft excruciating pain. In the courfe of 
the next day the pain returned, though 
with lefs violence. Continued the ufe of 
the Tractors four days, and took in the in- 
terval fome tincture of gum guaiacum.’ At 
this inftant, the 16th of ninth month, am 
free from the complaint. 


(For Cafe II. fee p. 129.) 


Case Ill. 


A PHLEGMON OR BOIL. 


« Ninth month, toth.—A perfon had 
a” very bad boil on one of the knees, ex- 
tremely painful and inflamed. The Trac- 
tors were applied about fifteen minutes 
around the inflamed part, without much 
apparent effect at the time. By the morn- 
ing the inflammation was gone off, and the 

| progrefs _ 
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progrefs towards fuppuration arrefted. In 
twenty-four hours it was well, no fuppura-: 
tion having taken place. 


ERYSIPELAS. 


«6 Ninth month, ııth.—A lady was 
troubled with an ery/ipelas, chiefly affecting 
her left eye. The inflammation was not 
attended with much tumefachon. . The 
_ Tradtors were applied, and relief expe: 
rienced in a few minutes. About four 
hours after this, on repeating the fame ap- 
plication the inflammation was wholly re | 
moved, and the complaint fubfided. 

(For Cafe V. /ee p. 131.) 


Case VI 
PAIN IN THE FACE. 


“ Ninth month, 17th.—A_perfon had a 


violent ig in her face; was very unwilling. 
I fhould 
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1 fhould apply the Tradtors, but after 
much importuning fubmitted to:the opera- 
tion. In about twelve minutes fhe acknow- 
ledged herfelf much eafier. At evening 
repeated the operation, and fhe was cured. 


Case ‘VII. 
STING OF A WASP. 


« Ninth» month, 17th—A perfon ‘was 
fung on her arm with a wafp. The part: 
was inflamed, -fwelled, and attended with 
intenfe pain. Applied the Tractors fifteen: 
minutes, when the pain, inflammation, and 
iwelling, were all removed. 


Case VOV 
PAIN AND NUMBNESS. 


« Ninth month, 18th,—A perfon had a 
fingular fenfation in her wrift and fingers, . 
attended with. alternate «fits. of Damm. and | 
siumbnefs." The fingers in ‘particular\were 

| | often 
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often fo painful at night as to deprive her 
of fleep. Judging this a cafe in which the 
" Traétors might be ufeful, I applied them 
along the affected parts. ‘Their effect was 
foon felt by producing a tingling fenfation 
in her fingers. She was much relieved by 
the firft operation. Repeated the fame 
three times a day, The pains ufually ex- 
perienced in bed were cured the firft night. 
The applications were continued, and the 


was perfectly cured. 


Gas mix. 


INFLAMMATION OF THE EYE, 


* JoHN CARPENDER had a violent zz- 
flammation in his right eye, the relicks of 
a fever : he had been confined to his bed 
three weeks. ‘The ufval remedies of the 
faculty had been employed, without afford- 
ing any benefit, Conceiving this alfo a fuit- 
able cafe for the Metallic PraGtice, I ufed 
the Traétors- on the evening of the 18th. 
In the morning he complained of more 


pain, 
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pain, but they had leffened the inflamma- 
tion. The next morning, ufed them again 
twenty minutes. He derived fo much be- 
nefit, that on this day, the zoth, his ye is 
as well as ufual, 


CAsEX. 


STING OF A WASP. 

* Ninth month, 22d.—A perfon was 
fung on the arm with a wafp. It was at» 
tended with intenfe pain and inflammation. 
The Traétors effectually relieved it in 
twenty minutes, no pain having been felt 
fince. | 


[Here follows feveral cafes on animals, 
which fhall be noticed hereafter. ] 


Case XVL 


STING OF A WASP. 


° Another perfon, fung with a wafp, 
was relieved from every effect of the fting 
by one application of the ‘Tractors. | 

CASE 


( a) 


Case VIL 
A SLIGHT PARALYTIC AFFECTION: 


«Percy KING, aged 76, was attacked 
with what was thought a flight paralyize - 
affection of one fide, or hemiplegia. “The 
right;arm and fide were rendered almoft 
incapable of motion. Sudorific medicines 
and gentle cathartics were ufed. Stimu- 
Jating embrocations were alfo applied to 
the benumbed parts, but from all thefe no 
alteration during four days was perceived.. 
After cleanfing the parts of all the greafy 
fubftances, by wafhing and wiping them 
clean, the Tractors were applied from the 
fhoulder to the fingers for half an hour, 
without the leaft fenfible effect at the time. 
The fame was repeated at the end of three 
hours, only varying the direction of the 
TraGors, by drawing them over the fhoul- | 
der down the vertebrae. At the finifhing 
of this operation, he complained of vio- 
lent pain in the fhoulder and arm. Ufed 
the Trattors at intervals of three hours, 

drawing 
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drawing them prineipally from the neck 
over the fhoulder, and extending them 
to the ends of the fingers. The arm 
ftill continued ufelefs, but. on the third 
morning, while making the application, he 
felt a fenfation of heat-at his fingers ‘ends, 
Every fucceeding trial gave relief, and gras 
dually reftored the limb to its former 
firength and healthy ftate. At the end of 
three days, he was fo far recovered» as to 
be able to go out on his ufual bufinefs. 
This man was firft affected in his knee, 
which gradually extended over all that 
fide till it became incapable’ of voluntary 
motion. 


Case XVIiLL 
ERYSIPELATOUS ERUPTION. 


“ A child of this place was affected with 
an.eruption in its face, attended with vio- 
lent itching and inflammation. So gene- 
ral about the eyes in particular, as to ¢lofe 
them together, TE was at a lofs how to 


apply 
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apply the Tractors in this cafe. However 
I drew them as well as I could gently over 
the parts moft affected. From the refrac- 
torinefs of the child it was difficult to con- 
du&t them in any particular direction, Not- 
withftanding this uncertain mode of ap- 
plying the Trattors, the inflammation was 
very much abated, and in two days it was 
neatly gone.’ The {cab en the face gra- 
dually came off. 


Case XIX. 


VIOLENT PAIN FROM A PUNCTURED 
WOUND IN A JOINT. 

« The wife of a labourer. called on me 
with na: very vsolent pain. ın the knuckle, 
from an injury received by a thorn run- 
ning into the joint. That finger was ren- 
dered ufelefs ; the hand was alfo very pain- 
ful, and much fwoln. The Traétors were 
applied twenty-five minutes, when the 
pain was removed, the inflammation ceafed, 
and the patient experienced no further 
trouble. 
| Case 
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CASE XX. 


| SPASMODIC AFFECTIONS. 


“€ A married woman, of a very delicate 
habit, had for many years been fubjedt to 
very alarming /pafinodic affections, fo very 
violent fometimes in the ftomach as to 
threaten her immediate diffolution. ” Dur- 
ing one of thefe violent paroxyfms, the 
Tractors were applied to the region of the 
ftomach, and drawn up the fternum and 
over the clavicle. Relief was foon expe- 
rienced in the ftomach, but the fpafms at- 
" tacked other parts of the body, as the head 
and arms, &c. On applying the Traéors 
to thefe parts, relief was almoft inftanta+ 
neoufly produced. 


& On this patient thé efficacy of the 
‘TraGtors has fince been experienced in & | 


variety of nervous affeétions, particularly 
in violent pains of the head, face, and teeth: 


é Heres — 
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"% Heretofore during the paroxyfms, va- 
rious antilpafmodics, as opium with cam- 
phire, have been given in large dofes. After 
the ufe of thefe remedies, the patient has 
been frequently left in a very debilitated 
ftate, and confined for a week or more, 
before fhe acquired her ufual ftrength. On 
the contrary, after the application of the 
‘Tractors, the did not experience any de- 
bility, when the paroxyfm was paft, and 
her health was reftored in a furprifing 


manner. 


EIERN 


INFLAMED AND PAINED HEELS. 


““ A perfon had inflamed heels, and very 
painful to the touch, fuppofed to have been 
occafioned by the froft. The Tractors 
were applied twice with good effect; the 
inflammation went off, and occafioned no 
further trouble. 


L CASE 
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Case XXII. 


QUINSY. 


& ANN WHEELER, for feveral years has 
been frequently troubled with the guim/y, 
or an inflammatory affection of the throat. 
The tonfils were very much tumefied, and 
the complaint feldom went off without fup- | 
puration. Her life many times has been in 
danger. On the ıft of the firft month, ~ 
1799, fhe was feized in the evening with 
fymptoms more violent than any fhe had 
ever before experienced. Without any 
other applications, the Traétors were ufed 
that evening, full half an hour, when they 
evidently. abated the pain. On the enfuing 
morning there was a confiderable degree of 
fever, and the glands of the throat much 
enlarged. I was concerned on finding they 
had difcontinued the ufe of the Traétors in 
the night. I however had them applied 
in the morning, and repeated at intervals 
of three hours, which produced evident 


3 amend- 
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amendment. Continued their ufe three 
days, and the complaint was completely 
fubdued without a fuppuration. No inter- 
nal or external application was made but 


the ‘Traétors alone. 


Case XXIII. 
CONTUSION. 


“ Joun StarrorD, a labouring man, 
aged 35, received a very violent contufion, 
by a cart-wheel falling on his thigh. At 
firft it was thought the bone was fraCtured. 
The parts were {welled prodigioufly, fo much 
fo, that it was neceflary to fplit his breeches 
in order to take them off. The infide of 
the knee was very much bruifed and difco- 
loured. JT faw him about half an hour after 
the accident, before any application what- 
ever had been made. ‘A medical attendant 
prefent affifted me in giving the T’ractors 
a fair trial, and we ufed them in concert 
half an hour, when.the pain and {welling 

had very much abated. I ordered him to 
: 12 2 bed, 
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bed, and called on him again in the even- 
ing; he told me he had no pain, and I 
_ found the inflammation nearly gone. Ufed . 
the Traétors about fifteen minutes longer, 
and by the next morning there was no ap- 
pearance of difeafe remaining. He has 


not had the leaft pain fince.” 


Excepting fome experiments on ANI- 
MALS, thefe compofe chief of the cafes not- 
ed down in Mr. GRANT's memorandum- 
book. It will be obferved, that the names 
of all the patients, on whom he ufed the 
Traétors, are not mentioned. Some per- 
fons, from motives of delicacy, having an 
unwillingnefs to prefent their names to the 
public, as conneéted with any medical fub- 
" jeat, Mr. G. conceived a propriety in omit- 
ting them. Indeed, whoever is acquainted 
with that gentleman, will not confider their - 
infertion neceflary to fubftantiate the facts. 


Should any, however, defire more parti- 
cular information on this head, Mr. G. has 
obligingly 
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obligingly affured me, that he will with 
pleafure fatisfy them; and as the perfons, 
- on whom his experiments were made, live 
chiefly in his own neighbourhood, refe- 
rences can be eafily given. 


Since the receipt of the above cafes, 
Mr. G. has informed the Editor, in a 
letter dated third month, ıoth, that “ I 
could fill thee a volume of cafes, but many 
perhaps would be of lefs moment than 
thofe thou haft received. I find the fuc- 
cefs of the Tractors much depends on a due 
perfeverance in their applications,” &e. 


"The Editor has dwelt confiderably on 
the practice of Mr. GRANT, as he con- 
fiders his obfervations of more moment 
than thofe who have feen fewer experi- 
ments, and who have alfo employed this 
remedy with lefs judgment and atten- 
tion. "His very benevolent and humane 
cuftom of attending both rich and poor, 
gratis, while it afforded him an opportu- 
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nity of making numerous experiments, at 
the fame time, “ gave him the fatisfaction 
of relieving a great number of his fuffer- 
ing fellow-creatures.” 


COMMUNICATION FROM MR. DAVID 
OGILVY, JUN. BOOKSELLER, HOL- 
BORN, LONDON. 


London, Auguft 2, 1798. 
“ Sur, 


<< Agreeably to my promife, when I 
purchafed a fet of your Tractors, I fhall do 
myfelf the pleafure of communicating to 
you the refult of my experiments. ‘The 
curiofity naturally excited by a remedy fo 
novel, and, as one might infer from your 
late publication, fo interefting to humanity, 
has led me to place myfelf, as much as pof- 
fible, in the way of procuring proper fub- 
jects for the Tractors, and of noting with 
attention their effects; that I might there- 


by 
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by have an opportunity .of convincing 
myfelf of the truth or fallacy of the doc- 
trine from my own experience. The ul- 
timate fuccefs of thefe trials, I take great 
pleafure in declaring, has exceeded my ex- 
pectations. 


GOUTY HEAD-ACHE. 


« ‘The firft experiment I made with the 
Tractors was on my Mother, for a very 
violent pain in the head, and the cafe proved 
fuitable for the Metallic Influence. It may 
be proper to obferve, that this pain was 
the remains of gouty affections, with which 
fhe had been troubled for feveral years. 
By the advice of her phyfician fhe had re- 
courfe to the Bath waters, about three years 
fince ; foon after her return, the difeafe, 
which before at times affected her whole 
body, became ftationary in her head. I 
ean only fay, that upon applying the 
Tractors agreeable to your directions, when 
fhe was in violent pain, her head-ache, 
which had afflicted her very feverely and 

L 4 almoft | 
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almoft inceflantly for upwards of two years, 
was in about ten minutes completely re- . 
lieved. The application has been once 
repeated, and however extraordinary the 
fact, fhe has never experienced the pain 
fince. It is now about four months fince 
the application. 


CONTUSION. 


« TIT have lately had occafion to ufe them 
in a cafe of a bruife, which afforded me 
much fatisfaétion. My infant child by 
accident fell againft the edge of a chair, 
and received a very fevere blow in the fore- 
head. The child appearing in great pain, I 
applied the Tractors as foon as poflible, be- 
fore the part had fwelled to the extent that 
it doubtlefs would, if left to itfelf: fhe 
very foon flopped crying, and the {welling 
and inflammation in a few minutes were 
hardly perceptible, and nothing remained 
of the wound but a {mall fear. 


SWELLING 
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SWELLING IN THE FACE, AND BITE 
+ OF AGNAT, 


« I have twice had occafion to ufe the 
Tractors on myfelf, once for a /welling in 
the face accompanied with pain, and once 
for the dite of a gnat. My face, in confe- 
fequence of a cold a fhort time fince, be 
came very much fwelled, and in confider- 
able pain ; one fingle experiment removed 
the pain and fwelling. The bite from a 
‚gnat was in two places, the one above, and 
the other juft below the lid of one of my 
eyes; the parts became very foon fo much 
fwelled’ as to completely clofe the eye, and 
on ufing the Tractors a few minutes the 
pain was. removed, and the {welling fub- 


fided foon after, 


“ I have applied the Tra&tors with equal 
fuccefs in many other cafes, once for a rheu- 
matıc gout; for common head-aches, &c.; but 
it would be tedious to detail every cafe, and 
indeed they do not all now occur to my 
mind, | 

“ You 
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“ You will not infer from the above 
ftatement, that I have invariably fucceeded 
ın all my experiments ; probably from not 
paying fuflicient attention to the directions 
accompanying the Tractors, which point 
out the difeafes fubject to the metallic in- 
fluence, I. have often, no. doubt, applied 
them improperly. And here give me leave 
to obferve, that you ought to {pare no pains 
in inftruGing your purchafers in the mode 
of ufing the Tractors, as well as to diferi- 
minate between the difeafes fubje&tto their 
influence, and thofe that are not; other- 
wife this practice, like every other, when 
injudicioufly ufed, may lofe credit unjuftly. 
Withing you fuccefs in your practice, which 
the difcovery undoubtedly merits, 

I remain, Sir, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 
DAVID OGILVY, jun.” 


In addition to the above communication, 
Mr. Ocitvy has fince favoured the Editor 
with the following : 

“ Dear 
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London, April ift, 1799. 
« Dear Sir, 

“ If any further atteftation from me, re- 
fpecting the efficacy of the Metallic Trac- 
tors, than that I fent to you laft fummer, 
would be acceptable, you are at liberty to 
_ftate in vour intended publication, that I 
have continued ufing them, and with fimi- 
lar fuccefs. As I have always been ready 
to operate gratis on all who applied, you 
may fuppofe that I have not wanted op- 
portunities for feeing their effects very 
often, 


“ To detail every cafe would fill up a 
moderate volume, and as you probably have 
numerous communications from all parts 
of England, a lengthy letter from me would 
be uninterefting. I cannot but ftill be of 
the fame opinion, refpeGting the neceflity 
of your purchafers having a {trict adhe- 
“tence to your direCtions for ufing the Trac- 
tors, and particularly to what is faid on the 
 prefence of oly, grealy fubjtances, perfpi- 


; ration, 
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ration, &c. The influence of thefe, in re- ' 
fitting the action of the ‘Tractors, 1 have 
often had occafıon to notice, and am per- 
fuaded that very many cafes muft occur, 
where fuccefs is prevented from. thefe _ 
caufes. Thofe who are in the habit of 
ufing your Tractors cannot be too atten- 
tive to thefe circumftances, 


CONTRACTION OF THE HAND. 


« T muft flate one cure, which you may 
act your pleafureabout inferting in your book. 
My mother, in addition to the complaint 
in her head (which however yet conti- 
nues well) as ftated in my former letter, 
about two years fince received a wound in 
the palm of her hand, by falling on a 
broken glafs bottle, which parted an artery. 
When this wound healed her fingers be- 
came fo contracted, that fhe could fcarcely © 
make any ufe of them. At times there 
was much pain in that part of the hand 
where the wound had been. The idea 
ftruck me, that the Tra¢tors might be of | 

| | benefit 
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benefit in removing the contradion, by 
drawing them from the back and palm of 
the hand to the extremities of the fingers. 
I made the experiment, and the Pacis 
gradually gave way, and in a few minutes 
fhe could ufe that hand as well as the 
other. Since that application, which is 
now feveral months, the contraétion has 
three or four times returned, but on ufing 
the Traétors it has always been ue, 
in the courfe of five or fix minutes. 


“ Not having obferved, among the expe- 
riments you have publithed, many trials of 
the Traétors in contraétions, I have been 
more particular in. fingling out this cafe, 
from the numerous others in which I have 
employed them with equal füccefs. 


“ Your moft obedient and 
“ humble fervant, 
“© DAVID OGILVY, jun.” 


COM- 
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COMMUNICATION FROM MR: JAMES 
MATTHEWS, BOOKSELLER, STRAND. 


it, | 

« Hearing of your intention to publifh 
fome cafes relative to the ufe of your Me- 
tallic Tractors, in the removal and cure of 
feveral difeafes, I conceive it a duty I owe 
to you and the Public at large to bear my 
teftimony in their favour. Since I have 
been in poffeffion of a fet of them, I have 
applied them in feveral cafes of the head- 
ache, rheumatifm in the face and elfe- 
where, and inflammations in the eyes, with: 
complete fuccefs. 


RHEUMATIC TOOTH-ACHE, 


“ A lady, who had been in extreme 
agony feven days from a rheumatic tooth- 
~ache, was relieved im ten minutes by an 
application of the Tractors. The forenefs: 
which fhe felt in her cheek was alfo re- 
moved in a few hours after. 


INFLAM- 
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INFLAMMATION IN THE EYES. 


— Ar gentleman, who had a {welled face 
and great inflammation in his eye, per- 
mitted me to apply the ‘Tractors. In about 
eight or ten minutes the tumefaction in the 
face fubfided, and the eye was relieved from 
weaknefs and pain. The blood-veflels, 
which were turgid and diftended, gradually - 
difcharged themfelves, and in the courfe 
of the next day the inflammation wholly 
difappeared. 


CHRONIC PAIN FROM A SPRAIN. 


“ A gentleman, from fome exertion in: 
his garden, about Midfummer laft, fprained 
his fhoulder, fince which he has not been 
able to'raife his forearm higher than an 
horizontal pofition from his elbow. He 
was not able of courfe to put on his cravat 
or coat, and, if he attempted to lift up his 
arm, it was always attended with extreme 
pain, even fo as to make him cry out. His 
wife, hearing that I was in poffeffion of the 
| Tractors, 


wii. 
Tra£tors, defired that I would perform an 
operation upon him. Happy in an op- 
portunity to try their effeéts in fuch a pe- 
culiar cafe, I called on him for that pur- 
pofe, on Wednefday evening, Nov. 14th. 
My firft precaution was to have his arm, 
from his fhoulder to the extremities of his 
fingers, wafhed with warm foap and water, 
to cleanfe it from the greafy and oily fub- 
{tances which were prefent, and I likewife 
took care that my own hand, as an ope- 
rator, fhould be free from thofe fubftances 
alfo, which I find to be neceflary in all 
cafes where the Traétors are applied. I 
then proceeded to draw the points of the 
Tractors alternately (ufing each about three 
minutes) from the fhoulder to the extre- 
mities of. the fingers, and in lefs than ten 
minutes he found the arm much relieved 
from pain, and on continuing their ufe half — 
an hour, I had the gratification of feeing 
him put on his cravat and coat without af- | 
fiitance, which he had not done for four or 
five months before. The next morning he 


lifted 
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lifted a heavy chair with the fame arm, 
and carried it from one fide of the room to 
the other, and that without pain, to his 
very great aftonifhment. A gentleman, 
who was prefent during the operation, 
knowing how long he had been troubled 
with this complaint, was fo convinced of 
the utility of the Tra&tors, that he after- 
wards purchafed a fet of them to take into 
the country with him, from a philanthro- 
pic fpirit to do good to the afflicted in his 
vicinity. 
SCALDS, 

« My wife has been twice fcalded. The 
firft time with hot tallow on both her 
wrifts, and upon the immediate appli- 
‘cation of the Tractors, after the removal of 
the greafe, the inflammation ceafed, and 
the apparent progrefs of vefication was. ar- 
refted. The fecond was occafioned by boil- 
" ing coffee accidentally flying upon her up- 
per lip. The Tractors were applied, and 
_ the fame effect, as in the cafe above, took 


place. 
| M A CON- 
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A CONTUSION. 

“ Another cafe occurred in my own fa« 
mily. A boy in beating books was accı- 
dentally {truck by one of my men, who was 
beating with him, with a hammer of nearly 
fourteen pounds weight, upon the upper 
part of his eye-lid, which produced a wound 
three-fourths of an inch in length. Hav- 
ing blotting paper at hand, I immediately 
foaked up the blood with it, and applied 
the Tractors. The tumefaction was pre- 
vented from taking place, which was very 
furprifing after fo fevere a blow. I applied 
arag with a little Balfam only, and ufed 
the Traétors once more. In three days. his 
eye was perfectly well, there remaining 
only a {mall fcab and a little blacknefs be- 
low the eye. | 


 Thefe, with feveral other fimilar fadts 
which I have witneffed, fully eftablifh the 
virtue of the TraCtors in. my eftimation, 
-and fhould they fail in any inftance of pro- 
ducing the defired effeét, I believe it is 
becaufe the cafe is mot of the defeription. 
| for 


|| 
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for which they are recommended, that they 
are improperly ufed, or not applied as 
frequently as is neceflary. Withing you 
fuccefs in your endeavours to promote the 
public welfare, by bringing this important 
difcovery to England; 
& I am, Sir, 
“ Your moft obedient fervant, 
| “© JAMES MATHEWS.” 
Strand, No. 18, 
January 8th, 1799: 
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The following favour the Editor re: 
ceived from a gentleman, much attached 
to philofophical inveftigations: 


Mr. TEED, OF LANCASTER-COURT; 
STRAND, 

Purchafed a fet of the Metallic Tradtors 
in May laft. On the 13th of October he 
"øbliged me with a commmunication on 
the fubjeét of their effects, of which the 


following is an extract: 
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« In England, which has long boafted 
its great and enlightened men, there 
prevails as much prejudice and fcepticifm 
on any innovation which oppofes former 
opinions, as in countries where feience and 
philofophy have made lefs progrefs. When 
LUNARDI gave out, a few years fince, in 
the public papers, that he would certainly 
afcend into the air by means of a balloon, 
many fenfible men, but who however did 
not underftand the doétrine of gafes,thought 
it impoflible, and ridiculed thofe who en- 
tertained a different opinion. You will not 
therefore be furprized that perfons of this 
clafs fhould, in the year 1798, equally 
difbelieve and ridicule~ your father’s dif- 
covery, and even declare the practice an | 
impofition on the public. . 


« With a view to inform fuch charac- 
ters, and to the relief of my fuffering fellow 
mortals, I fubmit to you, for infertion in 
your next publication, the following cafes : 


SPRAIN. 
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SPRAIN. 


“ About a fortnight fince, a perfon in my 
family fprained her foot. It fwelled, grew 
black, and was very painful. I applied 
the Tractors, which I purchafed of you; the 
pain was removed. I repeated the operation 
that evening and the next morning, when 
fhe was every way much better, and by 
the evening of that day well. 


TOOTH-ACHE. 


€ My fervant had a bad tooth-ache, 
which proceeded from a rotten or carious 
tooth. I diredted my little daughter to ap- 
ply the Tra&tors, and relief was given in a 
very few minutes. As the tooth was much 
decayed, the pain has many times fince re- 
"turned, but has always been relieved by the 
application of the Tractors. 


-« The above are fome of the cafes which 
have come under my own in{pection. ‘There 
is an old and vulgar maxim, that “ feeing is 

Migiob believing, 
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believing, but feeling is the naked truth.” 
* On the day of the laft illumination 
for our brilliant victory over the French 
fleet, I was very fuddenly affeéted with a 
violent pain in the fmall of my back, or 
what is commonly called the 


LUMBAGO; 


It came on in the afternoon, and I was fa, 
ill as to be obliged to lay on the bed until 
five o’clock. I could not walk acrofs the 
room, or ftand upright without very great 
pain. [he Tractors were applied, and in 
lefs than ten minutes, though however ex- 
traordinary it may appear, I was relieved, 
and could walk about as well as ever. I 
"do not fay I was completely cured by that 
one operation, for there was fome pain the 
next day, but by no means fo violent, and 
in a few days, by conftant ufe of the 
Traétors, it entirely left me, 


SS If it will at all contribute towards 
eftablithing a do¢trine, entirely new in the 
| refearches 
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refearches of this country, you are at li- 
berty to make ufe of the name of 


Your humble fervant, 


““ RICHARD TEED,” 
Lancafter-court, Strand, | 
13th O&tober 1798. 


COMMUNICATION FROM THE REV. DR, 
TROTTER, OF HANS PLACE, KNIGHTS- 
BRIDGE, . a 


This worthy and refpedtable gentleman 


demands, both from the Editor and the af: 
flitted, every acknowledgment. The for- 
mer is indebted to him for the candour 


with which he has carried on his invefti- 


gation ‘of the merits of the Metallic Prac- 
tice; and the latter for his affiduous atten- 
tion to them, and his facrifice both of time 
and convenience to afford them relief 
from their fufferings. It need not be 
mentioned, that this gentleman, who is fo 
well known for his humane and charitable 

M 4 difpofition, 


- 
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difpofition, attends the fick without any 
other recompence than that, which is above 
eftimation, the exertions of a benevolent 
mind. During his experiments with the 
Tractors, the Doctor was attentive to keep 
an accurate memorandum of each cafe, and 
in confequence. is now.much more com- 
petent to decide on the real merits of this 
practice. His report is as follows: 


Hans Place, March 29, 1799. 
“¢ Dear Sir, | | 

“« In anfwer to your queftion, “ What is 
now my opinion of the Metallic Tractors :”’ 
I can with confidence fay, that after fix 
months candid trial, I am equally aftonifh- 
ed and pleafed. The inftruments and the 
operation are fo fimple that they promife 
nothing, but the effeét is fo remarkable and 
generally fo fudden, that it feems more 
like a miracle than the ufual courfe of na- 
ture, though till of late undifcovered. When 
I firft perufed your late Publication, giving 
an account of your father’s cures by his Me- 
| tallic 
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tallic Tractors, attefted by well-known re= 
f{pectable characters in America, as a friend 
to humanity I called upon you, to make 
further enquiry about a difcovery that pro- 
mifed to be fo ufeful to mankind. _ Your 
goodnefs in conducting me to St. Martin's 
work-houfe, gave me an opportunity of fa- 
tisfying myfelf of the efficacy of the Trac- 
tors, in the cure of two women, both of 
whom declared in my hearing, with appa- 
rent pleafure and gratitude, that they were 
by. thefe relieved of their complaints; one 
of a painful acute rheumatifin in the ancle, 
and the other of a gouty affection attended 
with @ contraétion in the hand and jin- 


gers (a). 


“ Soon after this, I was poflefled of a 
fet of the Tractors, and refolved to omit no 
occafion of ufing them for the relief of thie 
afflicted. On looking at my minute-book, 
I find a particular account of twenty-one 


fa) Thefe cafes fhall be noticed in the fubfequent 
pages. 


| 
| 


cures 


Bb" 
ØD 


(tye } 


cures performed under my own infpeétion ; 
viz. FOUR OF THE RHEUMATISM ; TWO OF 
INFLAMED EYES AND HEAD-ACHE; ONE 
ERYSIPELAS; FIVE OF THE TOOTH-ACHE; 
THREE OF SWELLING IN THE MOUTH 3 
THREE OF INFLAMED SWELLING IN THE 
FACE ; ONE OF AN UNCOMMON PAIN IN 
THE HEAD OF A YOUNG WOMAN SUBJECT 
TO THE EPILEPSY, AND WHICH WAS THE | 
USUAL SYMPTOM OF AN APPROACHING 
FIT; ONE OF THE STRANGURY, AND 
ONE OF ASORE THROAT. The particulars 
will readily communicate to any enquirer. 


« Upon the whole, I muft, in juftice to 
(what I fhall call) Dr. PERKINS’S INVA- 
LUABLE difcovery, acknowledge, that I 
myfelf have never applied the Traétors, 
without fome fenfible effect,’ and that 
in a few minutes; and from my own ex- 
perience can fay, that metals do not more 
certainly attract the eleétrical fluid, than 
the Metallic Tractors. (if properly ufed) act 
in attracting and removing certain pains, 
inflammations, and inflammatory fwellings, 

I have 
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Thave no doubt of their making their way 
in a fhort time over Britain, as they have 
done in America, and are now doing in 
Denmark ånd Germany. So /afe, fo plea- 
Sant, fo ready, and I will add fo cheap a 
medical affıftant, few ladies or gentlemen 
will choofe to be without in their families, 
Believe I am, with efteem, 
“Pear Sir, 
£ Your very humble fervant, 
“ JOHN TROTTER.” 


P.S. Since writing the above, I have 
operated on a gentleman’s left eye-brow, | 
which was painful and a little fwelled, 
though without inflammation. I drew the 
Tra@tors over it in different dire&tions, for 
the fpace of halfan hour, without the leaft 
fenfible effect. Upon enquiry I found the 
diforder to proceed from the ftomach. 
Hence it may be inferred, that no relief 
can be expected from the Tractors when 
the complaint is merely fymptomatical ; 
but when it is topical, though ever fo 
violent, a cure, from what I have witnefled, 


may be depended upon. | A hs 
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COMMUNICATED BY MR. MANT, SURGEON, 
OF SOUTHAMPTON, 


The cures mentioned in the three firft 
cafes adduced below, it will be obferved, 
were not witneffed by Mr. Manr perfon- 
ally, but in his letter accompanying them 
he fays, “ that having the account from fo 
fenfible a man and fo refpeetable a charac- 


ter, I-cannot entertain the fmalleft doubt - 


of the facts, efpecially as they are corrobo- 
rated by the teftimony of the patients 
themfelves whom I have examined.” 


The gentleman to whom Mr. Manr 
alludes is Warrer ‘Tartor, Efq; of Potf- 
wood Green, Southampton, well known to 
the public as a {cientific character, and for 
fome very valuable and ufeful improve- 
ments relating to feveral new applications 
of the mechanical powers. He was one of 


the early purchafers of the Tractors, and 


4 | from 
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from having had them in: his pofleflion 
nearly a year, is now well qualified to 
make a proper report on their merits. 
The two laft cafes occurred in the practice 
of Mr. Manr himfelf. 


CASE I, 


A PERIODICAL PAIN IN THE HAND. 


« Mrs. T AıLor,above Bar, Southampton, 
(no relation to the above mentioned gentle- 
man) had for 13 years paft been attacked, 
fome time in the courfe of every night, with 
a very acute pain in one of her hands, for 
which fhe had recourfe to many medicines 
and applications without effect. About 
four months fince the Tra¢tors were firft 
- applied, and fhe foon began to experience 
benefit from them. It is worthy of obfer- 
vation, that this happening in the night, 
they were never applied when the pain was 
prefent, but acted as a fure preventative of 
its return. She has fince been attacked by 
it only very flightly, and a few minutes ap- 

plication 
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plication of the Tractors always relieveg 
her, but the fometimes pafles two or three 


weeks together without the leaft return of 
pains | 


Case Il: 
SPRAIN AND CONTUSION: 


“WALTER Taıtor, Efg; of Pötfwöod 
Green; Southampton, the gentleman above 
mentioned, met with an accident in de- 
fcending a flight of ftairs, by which his leg 
was bent under him, and {prained in fuch 
a degree that he was unable to -rife: the 
moft violent pain in the mufcles enfued: 
His fervants having fupported him to a 
” fofa, he immediately had the - Tra&tors 
applied, which he purchafed of you, and; 
to ufe his own expreflion, “ after continu- 
* ing the operation fifteen. minutes, the 
“ pain feemed to leave me as if I. had 
“ taken it off with my ftocking. It ap- 
* peared to defcend lower and lower, till at | 
“ length I, as it were, fhook it off my 

“ toes.” 
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* toes.” He immediately got up and 
walked, never having found any inconve- 
‚nience from the injury fince | 


Case Ill: 


A SCALD. 


t The gentleman, mentioned in the latt 
cafe, employs a number of men in a foun- 
dery, one of whom let fall fome melted 
"metal on his leg, and fcalded it to a large 
extent. On applying the Trattors twice; 
the effedts of the fcald were removed, and 
the man enabled to return to his work the 
next day. 


Case IV; 


A PAINFUL INFLAMMATORY SWELLING 
IN THE ANGLE; 


& I wascalled to a young lady on the 23d 
inftant [March] who, without any know- 
ledge of having been the fubjedt of a {prain or 
contufion, was affected with an inflamma- 
tion and tumefaction in one of her ancles, 

| | attended 


attended with acute pain on the flishteft 
motion, particularly if fhe attempted to 
afcend ftairs. Not recollééting the Trac- 
tors at the moment, I directed her to ap- 
ply a poultice to the part. About five 
hours after I vifited her again, and then 
ufed the Traétors for about twenty mi- 
nutes, which produced a flight diminution : 
of the fwelling. They were again applied 
for the fame fpace of time, about an hour 
after, and ufed at intervals. The next 
morning fhe was fo much better as to be 
able to walk out, without experiencing © 
but little inconvenience, whereas the day 
before the could not move two fteps with 
out very great pain. On the fucceeding 
day, 25th, fhe rode thirty miles into Suffex, 
and her ancle to this time [March 31ft] 
remains perfectly well. 


Case 
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INFLAMMATION IN THE EYES ATTEND- 
ED WITH VIOLENT PAIN, 


« RICHARD Lek, of North Shields, 
Captain of the fhip Brothers (a tranfport at 
"this port to carry troops to Portugal) was 
feized, March 27th, with an intenfe pain 
and inflammation in one of his eyes, 
which he faid was increafed by wafhing it 
with brandy and water. On the 28th, he 
called on me for advice; I immediately 
applied the Tractors. After fifteen mi- ” 
nutes he faid he was better, and in twenty 
exclaimed with joy that “ he was perfeélly 
eafy.” Having difcontinued their ufe, he 
afterwards had a recurrence of pain. The 
operation was again had recourfe to, and in 
a few minutes he was perféétly relieved. 
The inflammation had in fome meafure 
fubfided. When I drew the Traétors acrofs 
the eye-lid towards the temple,*he affured 
me he felt the pain follow it to the exter- 
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nal angle, where it ceafed, after applying 
the Traétors an hour: in the whole. He 
remained perfectly eafy, and went away. 
Being obliged to weigh anchor imme- 
diately, I am unable to obtain any further 
knowledge of the cafe. 


“ I fhould not negle& to mention a cir- 
cumftance, which I think merits obferva- 
tion. I direéted this man to open his inflam- 
ed eye, indeed my affiftant and myfelf held 
the lids, while I drew the Tra&tors (about 
half an inch diftant) over the pupil and 
cornea of the eye. The fecond time of 
doing this he ftarted up, and exclaimed 
‘he a not bear it, as it occafioned fuch 
violent pain, and feemed to have an effect 
exactly fimilar to an eleätric fhock ; but 


the patient never having received fach a 


fhock, and. being entirely uninformed - on 
the fubjeét, she only give me an idea of 
it, by faying it GE as if I had Plyngss a 
knife into, his eye.” 


f 


iJ 3191 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Mant, with that prudence which 
becomes every: medical man, determined 
on not fuftering his name to appear, as 
vouching for the authenticity of any cafe, to 
which he had not been Aim/felf an eye wit- 
nefs. When he favoured the Editor with 
the three firft cafés; not having been in 
pofleffion of the Tractors but a few days, 
he had /een no experiment, and. confe- 
quently obferved, “I cannot by any means 
eonfent that my »amie be mentioned as hav- 
ing forwarded them to you ;” and ih cons 
cluding his letter repeats; “ I muft again 
beg my name may not be made ufe of, un- 
til I have myfelf had opportunity for in- 
veftigating the properties of the Tractors.” 


In his laft letter, with his own cafes, he 
obferves, “ I am now perfectly convinced 
of theit very great efficacy; and:I fhall do 
every thing in my power to promote your 
intereft, and that of fociety at large, in cauf- 
ing it tobe poflefled of fo defirable a remedy 
againft fo numerous a train of difeafes. 

‘N 2 coM- 
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COMMUNICATED BY MR. JACKSON, SUR- 


GEON, SLOANE-STREET, CHELSEA. 


February, 26th 1799. 

Sir, 
u “ About three months fince I firft heard 
of the fuccefs of your Metallic Tractors, 
and was ftrongly urged to turn my thoughts. 
to the practice. I will candidly acknow- 
ledge that it appeared to me in as unfa- 
vourable a light as the vifionary {chemes 
of Mefmer ; but in confequence of hearing 
that my neighbour, the Rev. Dr. TROTTER, 
had done confiderable good by ufing them, 

I was determined, on the firft proper occa= 
fion, to give a fair trial to fo novel a mode. 
On Thurfday, the:17th ultimo, fuch an one 
offered. One of the long ftage-coaches 
from Batterfea was overfet near Charing- 
crofs by an axle-tree breaking, and fome of 
the paflengers were feverely hurt." Among 
them was Mr. Winrenny, a gentleman 
well known at the Stock Exchange; he 
was 
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was thrown by the fhock to the oppofite 
fide ofthe carrıage, and received | 


A SEVERE CONTUSION IN HIS FACE 
AND EYE. 


*# By favour of Dr. Trorrer, I was 
" fupplied with the Traétors that evening, 
and ufed them with fuccefs. The next 
morning, 18th, the cellular membrane 
about, the eyes was fo turgid with, blood, 
that I determined to. apply leeches in the 
evening ; but to my pleafure, as well as 
fc abet: on ufing the Tra¢tors again, the 
{welling fo sch fubfided that no other 
remedy was neceflary, 


“ 1gth, They were applied twice with 
the moft decided good effect. 20th, Ufed 
them in the forenoon only; and on the 
_ fucceeding day, 21ft, after their application, 
he went into the city to bufinefs, and in 
two days more was quite well. 


N 3 « Without 


( we H 


“ Without entering at prefent into any 
difcuffion of the» principle: on» which the 
Tractors act, I can truly affert my con- 
viction, that under the. beft mode my. ex- 
perience would have diated in fuch a 
cafe, Mr. WINPENNY would not have been 
able to. return to bufinefs in lefs than a 
fortnight. | 


ERYSIPELAS. | 
"€T have to add another inftance of their 
good effedts. "Mrs. P. an elderly perfon in 
hie place, ‘who had‘ been previoufly HM 
with afthma. and fever, was attacked with 
as violent an eryfipelatous inflammation all 
over her face as I ever faw. The heat, 
pain, and, tenfion were fo diftrefling, that 
I determined to. ufe the Traétors," After 
applying them, ten minutes. fhe declared 
herfelf eafy, and could open the eye- 
lids, which . were clofed before I began, 
The application wås “perfevered in, and 
in fix times fhe was perfeétly recovered. 


The 
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The only medicine ufed was an oRGaing 
draught. | 


« As I am now in pofleffion of a fet of 
the Tractors, I fhall continue in the prac- 
tice, being convinced that many fuiferings 
of ep will be removed in a fhort 
{pace of time, and with the moft abfolute 
certainty of the innocence of the remedy. 

us TE SMS 
« Your moft obedient fervant, 
“ JOHN JACKSON.” 


The Editor is authorized to ftate, that 
fince the receipt of the above communica- 
tion, Mr. Jackson, from holding himfelf 
in readinefs to attend every applicant to 
receive the benefit of this operation, has 
employed the Traétors with very great 
fuccefs, in numerous inftances, among his 
patients. Perfons in his vicinity, eave 
of employing this remedy, will do well to 
‚apply to Mr. T. for that ‚purpofe, | 
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MR. SMITH, CHEMIST AND DRUGGIST, 


IN THE HAYMARKET. 


Since this gentleman became poffeffed 
of a fet of the Tra@tors, which is about fix 
months, he has had many opportunities of 
applying them, and from his knowledge of 
the properties and operations of medicine, 
his report is rendered (particularly in the 
two firft cafes) important and fatisfa¢tory. 
His communication is as follows : 


|| 


« Haymarket, zd 4th Month, 1799. 
“ Tifteemed Friend, 

“ Having underftood it was thy inten- 
tion to publifh fome cafes on the effects pro- 
duced by the Metallic Tradtors, I thought 
I could give thee an account of feveral ex-- 
periments which are not unimportant ; at 
the fame time freely acknowledging, when 
I firft heard of them, even Hin Tome of 
my particular friends, I was a fceptic, and 

| until 
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until ocular demonftration proved to me their 
beneficial effects, I was led to conceive the 
whole arofe from the influence of the ima- 
gination and was nearly allied to Animal 
Magnetifm, Perhaps the following cafes 
(or as many of them as thou may ft ap- 
prehend it right to make ufe of) will not 
be unacceptable. 


| Pi | - CASE I, 


VIOLENT PAIN IN THE REGION OF THE 
LIVER. 


* About the middle of the tenth month: 
laft, having juft returned from the country, 
where I had feveral opportunites of feing 
the Tradtors made ufe of with great effect, 
I had an inclination to try them on a young 
man, my apprentice, who feemed. rapidly 
going into a decline. For many weeks he 
had been incapable of attending to bufi- 
nefs, had a true heétic pulfe, feldom lefs 
than an hundred and twenty, and as 
in fuch cafes very irregular; there was 

| a con- 
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a contifiual violent pain in the région’ of 
the hver. A phyfician of {kill and jude 
ment, who attended him, preferibed the 
uftial means to obtain relief ; and ‘among 
other remedies, blifters and frequent topi- 
cal bleeding were had recourfe to, but with 
little or no fenfible benefit. ‘Seeing it a 
defperate cafe, determined me! to make 
trial of the Tractors, and to my great fur- 
prize and fatisfaction, after continuing their 
ufe about a week, the pain in his fide was 
removed, and in a fhort time he was fo far 
recovered as to be able to attend to his bu- 
finefs. He has fome! tines? finée Hdd 're- 
turns of pain, but only’in a flight decree, 
and which the application of the Traétors 
has uniformly relieved. | His health is now 
nearly re-eftablithed, which he,as well as 
myfelf; conceive to be Bun em the: sg 
of the ‘Fractors. |  olaı BA 


sg Incaddition to ‘the above! F may add, 
that a friend of mine, who had ‘a’ liver’ 
erty attended with fimilar fymptomsy 
"and 
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and who purchafed a fet of the Tra¢tors 

from thy Agent in Bath, where he had 
been for the benefit of the waters, with- 
out fuccefs, has from the metallic prac- 
tice received fo much relief, that very little 
pain now occurs, and when it does, is re- 
moved by the application of the Tractors. 


“ It certainly muft be a matter of much 
importance in cafes like the above, where 
medicine but ‘too frequently proves: ins 
effectual, that even a palliative to pain; 
nearly amounting toa cure (and which 
in time may probably prove fo) fhould be 
obtained with fo little trouble; and! that 
the difeafe itfelf be fo far fubdued as to! oc- 
cafion no greater inconvenience,: 


CasE Ik 


VIOLENT PAIN IN THE VICINITY OF 

| THE KIDNEY. | 

« A Relation of mine had m the courfe 
‚of the laft year been afflicted with a pain in 
her 
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her back, which confinéd her to her room 
for fome months. She was often affected 
fo violently as not’ tobe able to leave her 
‚bed, and for a confiderable time) incapable 
of walking without crutches. |. The medi- 
cal perfon who attended. her treated. the 
complaint as a lumbago. . 


“ The «1th month laft the folicited my 
advice. Upon hearing her fymptoms I ap- 
prehended her cafe had been miftaken / h), 
and that the kidneys were the feat of the 
diforder, the excefs: of: pain being. only in 
thefe parts. |. prevailed upon her to have 
the: Tractors tried. .On the firft applica- 
tion fhe nearly fainted feveral times, but 
found relief. In two days fhe was-able to 


(>) It is very much to be regretted, that, from mo- 
tives of extreme delicacy, patients fhould in any in- 
ftance withhold information refpeéting their complaints 
from their medical attendant; by fo doing they will 
often lofe the advantages that might refult from the 
adminiftration of proper remedies, as well as fome- 
times caufe undeferved refledtion on his judgment, 


"walk 
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walk up and down ftairs, and by conti- 
nuing their ufe (feveral times) daily for a 
week, all pain was removed. She has 
ever fince been able to attend to her family 
concerns. | 


ARE kl, 


ERYSIPELATOUS ERUPTION IN THE 
FACE. 


_ € My Daughter, a child about four years 
of age, had for feveral weeks a difagrecable 
eruption in her face. A variety of medi» 
cines were employed both externally and 
internally without effet. The humour 
was of a very acrid nature, tending much 
towards an eryfipelatous inflammation, 
a thin watery ichor exuded from under 
the fcabs. My wife drew the Traétors 
lightly over the parts affected. After 
the firft application the inflammation con- 
fiderably abated, and in two days nothing 
but dry fcabs remained, which in a very 
fhort time were removed, leaving the fkin 

as 
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as {mooth as ufual. The Tradtors were 
not ufed more than three times. 


<< I have feen the Traétors ufed in feve- 


ral cafes of eryfipelas, and with the moft 
decided benefit. i 


Case.IV. 
5 
VIOLENT INFLAMMATION IN THE EYE. 
« A young Woman had fo violent an 
inflammation in her right eye, that fhe 
could not bear the light without expe= 
riencing excruciating pain. There ap- 
_ peared a film over the greateft part; the 
pupil completely. On the firft application 
of the Tra¢tors fhe was with difficulty kept | É 
from fainting, not on account of the pain, 
but from a fee: fhe could nöt deferibe, | 
The opérations were continued for three 
weeks, during which fhe was daily receiv | 
ing benefit, and at the end of that time the 
Aa TBS fubfided, and the film alfo 
was entirely removed. i 
2 | CASE 
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CASE V. 


RHEUMATISM, 


% A Friend of mine, about two months 
fince, was attacked with a very violent 
rheumatic pain in the back part of his 
head, reaching a little way down the fpine, 
and terminating near the fcapula of the 
left fhoulder. He had a good deal of fever, 
and had kept the houfe for feveral days. 
He made ufe of embrocations, and took 
guaiacum and laudanum, which gave tem- 
porary relief, but the pain continually re- 
turned. The Tractors were then applied, 
which immediately gave him eafe, and on 
eontinuing their ufe a week the complaint 
was removed. 


REN VI 


ANGINA MALIGNA, OR ULCEROUS SORE 
2:77 orn THROAT. 
„ort A few weeks fince I found myfelf ex- 
ceedingly ill, with fymptoms of approach- 


ing 
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ing fever, which in a few days terminated 


in a complaint, to which I have of late 
years been much fubjéét, viz. an ulcerous 


- 


fore throat. As it had ufually been a tedi- 


ous diforder with me I became low fpirited, — 


which the nervous fever that then attended 
me rather promoted. My tongue was co- 
vered with a thick brown cruft, the tonfils 


and fauces much inflamed. Though I had © 


fo frequently made ufe of the Tradtors to — 


others, the probability of their being ufe- 


ful to myfelf efcaped me for feveral days. | 


It however occuring at laft, I tra€tored 
myfelf for about ten minutes, and obtained 
relief both from forenefs and pain. In 
the courfe of the day I felt a flight re- 
turn, but which on the application of the 
Traétors was removed in a few minutes. 
In two or three days I was well enough to 
leave the houfe, and attend to bufineß. 


“ Some days after this my Wife, whol 


fufpe had caught the infection from me, 
was attacked in the fame manner, but the 
timely 
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timely application of the Tra&tors pre- 
vented the diforder from proceeding to any 
great height, and fhe was favoured to re- 
cover much fooner than I had ever known 
any to have done in a fimilar complaint. 


Case VIL. 


TOTAL NUMBNESS IN ONE OF THE | 
EXTREMITIES. 


“ A young man, about fix weeks fince, 
called on me, to requeft I would recom- 
mend fomething that might relieve him 
from a ferious and alarming complaint, 
with which he had for fome time been 
affected, viz. a numbnefs and entire want 
of feeling in the rightarm, from the fhoulder 
to the fingers ends. The arm and hand 
had a livid appearance, and from fome cuts 
he had on the fingers which could not be 
healed, there evinced an obftruétion in the 
circulation. After I had ufed the Trac- | 
"tors for a few minutes, he exclaimed with 
" much fatisfaction, “ that his feeling began 

| O to 
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to return, and that he felt the points of 
the inftruments very fenfibly!” In a few 
minutes more, he faid “ he perceived a 
warmth and a glow in his hand and arm ;” 
and we obferved, an evident change from 
a livid to a healthy appearance. He was 
tractored about half an hour. In the even- 
ing of the fame day, the operation was 
again performed, and with fo much fuccefs, 
that he faid his arm was as well as ever. 
I have feen him feveral times fince, and he 
has’ repeatedly told me that he has expe- 
rienced no return of the complaint. 


. In addition to the above cafes, I can 
inform thee, I have found the Traétors of 
fingular ufe in my own young family, 
who have been bruifed by falls, or run- 
ning again{t the corner of tables, &c. I 
have been much entertained in minutely 
obferving the inflammation, tumefaction, and 
blackne/s gradually difappear, and this in a — 
variety of inftances. | 


If 
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* If the Tractors were. of no other ufe, 
I fhould be perfeétly fatisfed in having 
purchafed them for thefe purpofes alone. 


“ I have ufed them in feveral cafes of 
pain in the head and teeth, but in thefe I 
have been fometimes unfuccefsful, which, 
I fuppofe, muft be accounted for, from the 
circumftance that pains in, and about the 
head are fo often fymptomatic, and arıfe 
from affections in other parts of the body. 


« Thou may, if thou thinkeft proper, 
make ufe of my name, and if neceflary 
refer thofe who with to obtain information 
on the fubjec to me. 

“ I remain with efteem, 


« Thy affured friend, 
© FREDERIC SMITH.” 


Va 


COMMUNICATION FROM JEFFERY 0’CON- 
NELL, M. D. BATH. 


This gentleman having been accidentally 
prefent at an application of the Tractors 
in a moft fevere cafe of rheumatifm, [ /ee 
_page 106.] was fo much ftruck with the in- - 
ftantaneous benefit derived, that he deter- 
mined on giving the fubjeét further atten- 
tion. ‘The principle of the metallic in- 
fluence being unknown to the venerable 
authorities of the old fchool, was not with 
him an argument againft withholding his 
affent to its exiftence, if it could be fubftan- 
tiated by evidence refulting from the tefti- 
mony of his fenfes. 


frier | 

« I am happy to have it in my power 
to communicate to you the particulars of 
a cafe, which I prefume to think cannot be å 

deemed unimportant by any phyfician or 
profeffional perfon, who, in the courfe of 
his obfervation, muft frequently witnefs 
3 " — fingular 
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fingular variations and anomalies accom- 
panying particular diforders. 


‘ 


CASE. 


SYMPTOMS OF APOPLEXY TERMINATING 
WITH AN UNCOMMON CRISIS. 


“ M. RICKETTS, ftatuary, aged 54, en-. 
joying a tolerable ftate of health, and not 
of a full habit of body, being in his work- 
fhop on the 1 3th January lait, fell down fud- 
denly in a fit, with a total lofs of fenfe and 
motion. The lower part of the occzput hitting 
againft the edge of a packing-box, occa- 
fioned a confiderable laceration, and a pro- 
fufion of blood. In the fpace of half an 
hour he recovered himfelf in fome mea- 
fure, but without any recollection of what 
had happened. He was then put to bed, 
and inftantly complained of a moft intenfe 
head-ache, for which he was bled, and had 
leeches applied to his temples. An emi- 
nent phyfician vifited him, who prefcribed 
according to his judgment, but there was 

O 3 experienced 
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experienced no diminution of pain. Ele- 
ven days elapfed in this alarming ftate. + 


“ He thought of the Traétors. Mrs. 
Ricketts implored me to fee her huf- 
band. From her ftatement of the cafe, I 
was not warranted in fuppofing it within 
the probability of their /phere of action, 
naturally concluding a great preffure on 
the brain, perhaps extravafation. To 
comply with her ardent wifhes I went, 
but determined, for obvious reafons, not 
to ufe the Tractors: it was about nine 
at night, An inflammatory diathefis ap- 
peared: to prevail, particularly in his eyes. 
His pulfe full and tenfe. No fymptoms of 
delirium, but the pain was. inexpreffible. 
I remarked that he more particularly was 
rubbing the orbit of his left eye. “ Here,” 
he faid, “ my greateft pain lies, This is 
*“ torture. I feel pain over all my head, 
“ but it 1s bearabie compared with this 
“ part.” Ona clofer infpeétion, I found 
that he purfed up in fome meafure the eye- 

| hid, 
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ie. This circumftance ftruck me forci- 
_ bly, having fometimes feen and experienced 
myfelf fuch a fign to attend. an intermit- 
. tent opthalmia (7). I thought more favour- 
ably of his cafe, and as he ftill wifhed a 
trial of the Traétors I confented to their 
application. I moved them in a circular 
direétion over the left orbit in contact with 
the fkin. In about eight minutes his coun- 
tenance fuddenly cleared up, and he ex- 
claimed, “ Now, now I am in heaven !” 
I continued the application a quarter of an 
hour, when he no longer felt pain, but with 
the compofure of a Bere in perfect health 
put on his cap. - In the mean time obferv- 
ing /ymptoms of flatulence, I was ted not to 


(7) A complaint in the eye, recurring daily at a ftated 
period, and principally owing to a morbid ftate of the 
ftomach. This is more frequent in the fouth of Europe 
than in our northern climate. During fome years refi- 
dence in Lifbon, I met with feveral cafes of the kind, 
and experienced myfelf a regular fucceflion of them every 
fpring for fix years; as in regular tertian agues, they 


yielded to emetics and the bark, - KOT. 


O 4 + appre- 
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apprehend a preponderance of inflamma- 
tion, but rather to rely on that fymptom as 
a diagnoftic. 1 thought the Tractors aéted as 
a good compafs, and I began to be fure as it 
were of my latitude. I entertained fome ex- 
pectations that the cafe might terminate in 
an intermittent: they were realized. For 
three fucceffive mornings the pain affected 
him, though in a flight degree, from four 
o’clock until about nine. I operated on him 
afterwards.very fuperficially ; but as the fto- 
mach appeared now evidently in fault, I was 
convinced nothing could effect that part of 
the cure but one or two timely emetics, 
_and, if neceflary, afterwards the bark. He 
followed my inftruétions. The fordes was 
immenfe in .confequence of the emetic. 
He has not experienced the flighteft return 
of the head-ache, and is now in perfect 
health. It appears to me evident, that 
the Tractors alone {topped the dreaded 


apprehenfion of delirium, and imminent | 
danger. | 


« I beg 
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“ I beg leave to add areflection. As the 
very intenfe fymptoms which accompa- 
nied this cafe did not, during the courfe 
of eleven days, yield in the leaft degree to 
the ufual mode of treatment, may we not 
reafonably infer, that the Tra&tors poflefs a 
very confiderable fedative power in fome 
febrile cafes, which has not hitherto been 
-fufpected. An alleviation of the moft 
alarming fymptoms might thus be obtain- 
ed; greater light reflected on the new 
principle of the action of metals on the 
human frame, and unexpected truths arıfe 
for the advancement of medical fcience and 
the benefit of mankind. 


« T am, Sir, 


‘© Your very obedient fervant, 


if. O.CONNELE.N.. 
Bath, March ift, 1799. 
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EXPERIMENTS WITH THE TRACTORS IN 
PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 


The Editor has next to notice fome ex- 
periments with the Traétors in feveral of 
the hofpitals, and other charitable inftitu- 
tions in London and its vicinity. Thefe it 
becomes the more neceflary to detail in the 
prefent tract, as from the unfavourable cir- 
cumftances under which many of the expe-. 
riments were made, mifreprefentations of 
the facts, from certain perfons not remark- 
able for candour and liberality, have been 
infinuated to the public. How far the ineffi- 
cacy of the metallic practice is proved from 
a fair ftatement of thefe experiments, the 
reader fhall judge. 

It is proper juft to obferve, that the Edi- 
tor, from having ever fhewn a difpofition 
to perform his operations in the prefence 
of men of fcience, where the truth or fal- 
lacy of his pretenfions could be more eafily 

deter- 


~ 
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determined, has often been invited to make 

his experiments in feveral of the public 

hofpitals and poor-houfes in and about the 

metropolis... Thefe invitations have ever 

been moft cheerfully and eagerly complied 
with. 


The firft vifit made at a public charity 
- was at the poor-houfe of the parifh of St. 
Pancras. As fome of the gentlemen who 
attended have very. kindly favoured the 
Editor with a ftatement of the refults of 
the experiments in that houfe, it may per- _ 
haps be more fatisfa¢tory to the reader to 
be prefented with the report itfelf, which 
is as follows: 


COPY 
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COPY OF THE REPORT OF THE REV. WA- 
RING WILLET, A.M. DOMESTIC CHAP- 
LAIN TO THE RIGHT HON. THE EARL 
OF DUNMORE, RECTOR OF THE PA- 
RISHES OF LISTON AND STANFORD LE 
HOPE, IN THE COUNTY OF ESSEX, AND 
MINOR CANON OF ST. PETER, WEST- 
MINSTER; AND NEHEMIAH SPICER, 
ESQ; OVERSEER OF THE INFIRMARY 
OR POOR-HOUSE, IN THE PARISH OF 
ST. PANCRAS, MIDDLESEX. 


Delancey Place, Hampftead Road, 
May 17, 1798: 

* Being defirous of obtaining ocular 
proof of the efficacy of Mr. Perkıns’s 
Tra€tors, we fome time fince requefted him 
to accompany us and fome other gentle- 
men, for that purpofe, to the poor-houfe of 
the parith of St. Pancras, where were a 
number of perfons afflicted with various 
difeafes. The Traétors were applied in 


our 
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our prefence with fuccefs upon a foldier 


~ 


who had the 


GOUT 


in both his feet. The fevere pain and in- 
flammation were removed in a few mi- 
nutes. 


« Among others who found relief, the 
cafe of Mrs. LANFESTER, who had been 
confined in this poor-houfe with the 


RHEUMATISM 


for feveral months, deferves particular no- 
tice. For fome weeks previous to the ap- 
plication of the Tractors, fhe had not been 
able, in confequence of debility occafioned 
by the extreme pain in her limbs, to bear 
her weight on her feet. Her arms were 
fo affected that fhe could not raife them 
fufficiently high to feed herfelf, the nurfe 
being obliged to affift her in putting her 


- food to her mouth. The knee and elbow 


joints were much tumefied and inflamed, 
| | and 


( 206 ) 


and from her extremely emaciated ftate it 
was believed fhe could not long furvive. 
In this helplefs and diftreffing fituatiori 
Mr. PERKINS applied the Tra&tors to her 
right arm, which then appeared to be iti 
moft pain; and in about ten minutes the 
pains in that arm were wholly removed, 
and immediately fhe raifed it over her head, 
and could move it with perfect cafe in any 
direction. As the experiment was only 
performed on one arm, and the complaint 
extended to. the legs as well as to the other 
arm, the pain in about twenty-four hours 
returned. The Tradtors being then pur- 
chafed by the fecond of the undermention- 
ed, he vifited the Poor Houfe and applied 
them himfelf to her knees and arms. Af- 
ter four or five applications daily, fhe fo far 
recovered as to be enabled to walk down 
ftairs, and into the adjoining yard. She 
continued gaining ftrength, and is now re- 
ftored to health, and difcharged from the 
houfe as cured, 


2, | « Mr. 


C aegis 


« Mr. Spicer has ufed his Tra&tors 
‚fuccefsfully in other cafes fince he pofleffed 
them. Among, thefe a perfon of his own 
family, who has been fubject to the 
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for years, had a few weeks fince a fevere 
attack in the ankle and foot. The parts 
were much fwelled, inflamed, and in. ex- 
treme pain, fo that the foot could not be 
placed on the floor. The Tractors were 
ufed feveral times during the day, and the 
pain and inflammation were wholly remov- 
ed, fo that the perfon could walk with eafe. 
In the ordinary attacks of this difeafe it 
has ufually continued feveral days. 


« (Signed) © 
“ “WARING WILLET. 
“ NEHEMIAH SPICER.” | 


Here 
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Here the reader has had occafion to no- 
tice, what he has often feen in the Editor’s 
comments on the Danifh cafes— the nece/- 

fity of frequenily repeating the applications, 
efpecially on fubjects fo long and dreadfully 
afflicted as Mrs. Lanrester. Had not 
Mr. Spicer’s humanity and judgment led 
him to renew the operations on that poor 
woman, when fhe had a recurrence of 
pain, the benefit from the firft trial would 
not have been permanent, and the termi- 
nation of the complaint would doubtlefs 
have been fatal to the patient. Difcredit 
is but too frequently brought on the me- 
tallic practice, by neglecting to pay proper 
attention to this point. | 


Sınce the date of the above report, Mr. 
SPICER, from having the Tra&tors in his 
poffeffion, has employed them with fuccefs 
in numerous other inftances. 
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Asthe Editor has determined on notic- 
ing every thing which to his knowledge 
has occurred in Public Inftitutions refpeét- 
ing the Tractors, he muft not fail to men- 
tion a vifit, which he made to Guy’s Hof- 
pital ; although, as nothing decifive occur- 
red in that place, it may not ‘appear to 
bear much reference to the point in quef- 
tion. | 


Dr. SAUNDERS, fenior phyfician, with 
that liberality which diftinguifhes this emi- 
_ nent character, kindly invited me to try the 
effects of the Tractors on any of his pa- 
tients, whom I fhould conceive to be fuita- 
ble fubjeéts for experiment. In compli- 
ance with this invitation, about the firft of 
” June 1798, I accompanied fome medical 
_ friends to that hofpital, with the hope of 
meeting with proper cafes; the patients, 
however, who were prefented on that 
day were all of a different defcription. 
One woman, with an highly inflamed 


PB eye, 
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eye, cere at firft tobe a Rice not 
unfuitable for the Metallic Praétice, but, on 


| further examination of her complaint, other | 


fymptoms evinced her cafe to be of a com- 
plicated nature, and that fhe required a ats 
ferent mode of treatment. | 


To gratify however the feveral medical 
gentlemen prefent, by fhewing the method 
of applying the ‘Tractors, they were drawn 
a fhort time over this perfon’s eye, and, as I 
had pr evioufly apprehended, with no confi- 
derable effect; fhe thought fhe could fee 
"more diftinäly, but from the nature of her 


cafe fhe undoubtedly did not receive much: 
benefit from the application. Not having - 
feen the patient afterwaids, the refult of . 


her cafe is unknown to me /£/. 


(4) My profeflional avocations, and a diftance . of 
three miles from Guy’s Hofpital, have precluded the pof- 


fibility of my fince availing myfelf of Dr. SAUNDERS” | 


indulgence for profecuting my experiments in that place. 
To do juftice to the practice, the Tradtors fhould be 
applied three times in the day, and in many cafes be 
continued for fome weeks. . 


Afhort | 


A fhort time after the vifit at Guy’s Hof- 
pital, by the politenefs of Dr. PEArson, 
whofe liberality is equalled only by his re- 
putation as a Philofopher and a Phyfician, 
the Editor was invited to ufe the Tradtors 
on any of his patients at St. George’s Hof- 
pital, if proper fubjeéts could be found 
among them. On enquiry, one rheumatic 
cafe prefented. This was a labouring man, 
about 45 years of age, an out-patient of 
the hofpital. He had for feveral weeks 
been troubled with pains between his fhoul- 
ders, for which blifters, embrocations, and 
other external applications had been ufed. 
_ Thefe various remedies had given no 
other relief than changing the feat of the 
complaint, which was now confined to the 
fhoulders alone. As the parts were yet ın 
a greafy ftate, from the oily applications 
which had been ufed, no confiderable ad- 
vantage was to be expected from the Trac- 
tors. However, they were drawn over 
one of the fhoulders and down the arm for 

| P2- about 
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about ten minutes, when the pain in that 
{houlder was conduéted into the elbow. 


The application was then made eae the 
fame term of time to the other arm, and the. 
fame effect was produced ; the pain in both. 
arms being removed to the elbows, leaving 


the fhoulder tolerably eafy. 


Conceiving that nothing efedual could » 
be done in the prefent unétuous ftate of 
the parts, the patient was ordered to apply 
again to the hofpital, if he experienced any 
further pain; but as he never prefented 
himfelf afterwards, it may be prefumed that 
he had no further occafion for the Tractors. _ 


On the 2oth of June 1798, the Editor- 
again availed himfelf of the kind indul- 
gence of Dr. Pearson, and vifited the 
hofpital a fecond time. Among other pa- 
tients who prefented ae aces on that 
day, was a woman, who complained of a 
violent pain in the breaft, and one..of her 
arms, extending to her fingers.. This be- 


Ing 


239 


ing an in-patient, the cafe was neceflarily 
reported by Dr. PEARSON in his CLINICAL 
LECTURES ///, one of which is delivered 
every Saturday morning to the clafs which 
attends his other medical lectures. 


The following is an abftradt from my 
notes of Dr. PEarson’s report of the cafe 
referred to, from the Clinical Leéture, de- 
livered June the 23d, three days after the 

application of the Tradtors : 


«“ 'Tamur METCROFT, aged 28, had 
pains in her right arm, fhoulder, and breaft, 
fo fevere in the latter place as to affect her 
breathing very much, Her pulfe was one 
hundred and fifteen in a minute. The Me- 
tallic Tra€tors were applied to her arm, and 
the patient declared fhe was fomewhat re- 
lieved; but on further examination of her 
complaint in the evening, when the fame 
application was to have been repeated, it © 


(1) In thefe clinical leétures an account is given of 
the difeafes of all his in-patients of the hofpital, of the 
remedies employed, and the progrefs of their com- 
Be 
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was found that the difeafe was more gene- 
ral, and deeply feated than was at firft-fup- 
- pofed ; and as the Tractors are chiefly em- , 
ployed in topical complaints, the cafe was 
thought not a fair one for the Metallic ap- 
plication, and it confequently was not re- 
peated.” : 


The reader will form fome further idea 
of the nature of this cafe, by the fubfequent 
report delivered in the Clinical Lecture, 
Auguft toth, about feven weeks from the 
time fhe began with other remedies. | 


« It will be remembered that Tamur 
Mercrort was not thought a proper fubjedt 
for the Metallic Praétice, and we accord- 
ingly adopted a different mode of treatment. 
This cafe was very obftinate. I ordered fix 
leeches to be applied, and gave three grains. 
of opium and calomel divided into three 
dofes every day. On the gth of July, her 
arm. appeared a little better, but the pain 
in her breaft was as bad as ever. I ordered 
twelve leeches and three blifters, which 


were 


N 
were fucceflively applied to the cheft and 
neck. On the 16th, the breaft was bet- 
ter, but her arm was become very painful 
again. On the 2oth, the pain returned to 
her breaft again, but not quite fo violent. 
as when fhe firft came into the hofpital. 
There feemed to be fome affeétion in the 
breaft of this patient, which was not eafly 
to be removed. 3d Auguft, the was free 
from all her pains, but her arm was ex- 
tremely weak, fo much fo that fhe could 
with great difficulty raife it up.” | 


On the 18th of July, a day for admitting 
patients, the Editor again accompanied 
Dr. PEARSON at St. George's Hofpital. 
Among the patients then prefented was 
SARAH Cox, aged 27. | 


"On the following Saturday, 21ft, we had 
the Doétor’s Clinical Leéture, which re- 
ported this cafe as follows : 


“This woman, on examination, report- , 
ed, that for the three laft months fhe had 
Ree ar aa been 
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been troubled with rheumatic pais all over 

her, and which at this time chiefly affected 
her arms, hands, knees, and feet; likewife 
between her fhoulders; the tongue ‚was 
white, -pulte one hundred and ee and 
{kin ‘cold. 


“ This was thought to'be a cafe in which 
the Traétors en be beneficial, and they 
were Rh, applied to her legs and 
arms. In fifteen minutes fhe faid fhe was re- | 
lieved, and her fkin was much warmer. The 
fame application was repeated in the even- . 
ing, and fhe again found benefit. In the 
morning the Tractors were again ufed, and 
{he reported that her arms were free from 
pain. "It was however then obferved, that 
fhe coughed confiderably; and on more 
particular enquiry fhe acknowledged, that - 
for three months fhe had been feverely 
afflicted with a cough, and during that 
time had not been able to lie on her left. 
fide! On this difcovery the Traétors were _ 
laid afıde, and I.advifed remedies for her 
pulmonic complaint, as bleeding, &c.” 
AE +. Ab 
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- A fubfequent report on the iffue of this 


cafe, will fhow what grounds there were 
for expecting a cure from the Tractors. 


"Clinical Lediure, July. 28th, 1798. 


“ The cafe of Saran Cox, which was 
reported in our laft clinical lecture, de- 
ferves particular attention. It will be re- 
collected, that from her ftatement of the 
{ymptoms, it was fuppofed fhe had no other 
i ‘complaint than the rheumati/n, but that 
on further enquiry we found fhe had con- 
cealed from us the fymptoms which re- 
lated to an affection in her breaft. I firft 
‘ordered her to be bled, and then to take 
"fome expectorating pills compofed of gum 
ammoniac, JAMES’s powder, opium, and 
quills. In three or four days after, the 
again complained of the pain in her limbs. 
I then ordered her an anodyne ; bled her a 
fecond time, but the blood was not buffy; 
“pulfe one hundred and twenty, and fmall. 
Tn ten days fhe was confined to her bed ; 
| | her 
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her breathing became very fhort, and fhe 
was extremely weak; on the following 
day fhe died without a ftruggle. 


« We often have great difficulty in judg- 
ing right of the’difeafes of many patients, 
who prefent themfelves to an hofpital. 
They come under the influence of great 
prejudices. This perfon, when fhe was firft 
examined refpecting her complaints, did not 
acquaint us with her pain in her breaft, in 
confequence of having been told that. no 
confumptive patients could gain admittance 
into the hofpital. 


« This cafe deferved further inveftiga- 
tion, and we accordingly after death examin- ° 
edthe lungs. In the right lobe we found a 
few tubercles, but no inflammation. On the 
left fide, the parts were very much difeafed ; | | 
nearly a quart of water in the cavity of the | 
breaft, and about two ounces in the pers- 
cardium. The left lobe was: highly in- 


flamed, and full of tubercles, which proba- 
N bly 
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bly had been forming for fix months paft. 
"In this fide alfo were two large vomice: a 
piece of this lobe funk readily in water. 


“ After feeing the fituation of this pa- 
" tient’s lungs, it will not be a matter of fur- 
prize that {he was not cured by the Trac- 
tors, nor by the treatment which was after- 
wards adopted. Before fhe applied to the 
hofpital, fhe was undoubtedly beyond the 
reach of human aflıftance.” 


In addition to the above extraéts from — 
Dr. PEarson’s lectures, it may be proper 
barely to obferve, that the fecond patient, 
Tamur Mercrort, during the applica- 
tion of the Traétors, was entrufted to the 
care of the late Mr. Hawkins, the apo- 
thecary to the houfe. He was requeited to 
repeat the application in the evening, and 
again at about eight o’clock the next morn- 
ing. The patient was of courfe to take no- 
medicine in the mean time. On vifiting 
her at one o’clock the next day, I learned - 
| that 
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that the Tractors had not been ufed in the 
preceding evening nor that morning, for 
the reafons which Dr. Pearson had fug- 
gefted. Mr. Hawkins, having in the 
evening perceived the complaint to be dif- 
ferent from what the patient had repre- 
fented at firft, immediately had recourfe 
to other remedies. As fhe was now under 
their operation, it was improper to ufe the 
Trators with a view of afcertaining their 
effects. Although Mr. Haweıns’s deter- 
mination in that cafe met with my fulleft 
concurrence, yet had this been a patient in 
private practice, where fome domeftic in 
a family had leifure to beftow that atten- 
tion to the application which is neceflary 
to enfure fuccefs, I fhould not have hefitat-. 
ed to promife a cure; but in the hofpital, 
where an hundred others have an equal 
claim to the attendance of the apothecary, 
he could not have been able to employ the 
Metallic Praétice with any on of real 


advantage. 


That - 
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‘That decifive method, which Dr. Pzar- 
SON adopted to afceriain the nature of the 
difeafe in the cafe of Saran Cox, and 
which that learned Lecturer, as on all other 
occafions, was attentive to report, for the. 
inftruction of his numerous pupils, has 
fully evinced that her fituation was be- 
yond reclaim. | 


Thefe compofe all the experiments the 
Editor made in St. George’s Hofpital. 
‘They are partly irrelevant to the object 
of our prefent enquiry, as they do not 
afford any decifive evidence in favour of, or 
again{t the Metallic Praétice. They have, 
however, confirmed what has often been 
obferved in the remarks on the Danifh 
cafes, viz. the unfitnefs of 4o/pital experi- 
ments for afcertaining the merits of‘ the 


Traétors. 


Conceiving that further experiments in 
the hofpital would be liable to circum- 
ftances fimilar to thofe juft adduced, the 

| Editor 
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Editor difcontinued ‚his practice in that 
houfe. 


Ever defirous of fubjecting the merits of 
the Metallic Praétice to the teft of experi- 
ment in public inftitutions, where, who- 


"ever pleafed could make enquiry on the 
-fubje&t ; it occurred, that the Poor Houfes 


were better calculated than Hofpitals to 
afford the advantages required. ‘There the 
charaéters and mode of life of the patients, 
from their long refidence in thofe places, 


-muft generally be better known, and as 


much medicine is not ufually employed, 
the effeéts of the Tractors muft be more 


_unequivocal. Under the influence of this 


opinion, an invitation from fome of the 
Overfeers of the Poor in St. Martin’s Pa- 
rifh, to ufe the Tradtors on the fick paupers | 
in their Poor Houfe was readily complied 
with. This being fituated near my place of 
refidence, I have been enabled to give more. 
frequent attendance, and to fee that the ap- 


_ plications were properly and fairly made. 


2 About 
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"About the rft of Auguft laft (1798) ace 
companied by fome medical friends, I firft 
vifited that houfe. In ward, No. 23, we 
were prefented with the following cafe, the 
previous hiftory of which fhall be given 
_ as related to me by Mr. Pırrrn, the apo- 


. thecary to the houfe, and by the patient 
herfelf. 


et 
ARE 1, 
GOUTY AFFECTIONS, 


-… Mary Scorrt, aged 51, had for about 

twelve weeks been afflicted with what Mr. 
Pippin called gouty affections. She was 
‘firft attacked with a fevere pain in the left 
elbow. The parts foon became much in- 
" flamed- and fwelled, and which continued 
to extend until the whole hand was tume- 
fied. Several medicines were adminifter- 
ed, after which the complaint attacked the | 
right knee and foot, both of which {welled 
"and became alfo very painful. At length 
it returned to its firft feat in the elbow, 
and gradually fettled in the hand and 
fingers. When I faw her, the fingers 


were 
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were fo contracted, that the was unable 
to ftraighten them, or indeed to ufe them 
at all. ‘here was much inflammation and 


confiderable pain. No medicines had been 
given for fix weeks. 


I had no hefitation in promifing a cure, 
and began by drawing the Tradtors over 
the hand, extending them along to the | 
ends of the fingers for about twenty mi- 
nutes, when fhe faid the pain was much 
" relieved, and that fhe could move the fin- 
gers eafier. ‘he inflammation was evi- 
dently much fubfided. A glow of perfpi- 
ration, which often takes place on the 
parts where the ‘Tractors are applied, moif- 
tened the whole hand. 


The Tractors were left with her that 
nights with orders to be ufed three times — 
beforé the middle of the next day. On. 
vifiting her at that time, I found that fhe 
had applied them as directed, and that her 
pains were entirely removed; the inflam- 


mation was nearly fubfided; and the mid- 
dle. 
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dle finger, which before the application of 

the "Traétors was moft affected, was now 
fo much better that fhe could contraét and 
open it without any pain. I ordered her 
to continue ufing the Trators three times 
inaday. At the end of five days fhe was 
fo far reftor ed as to take her place in the 
needle room, which fhe had been obliged 
to vacate for twelve wecks, not Ber 
been able to hold the cloth with this hama 
while fhe ufed the needle with the right. 

She has ever fince; which is now about 
nine months, been able to few and ufe 
"that hand with perfect eafe, having had no 
fymptoms of the complaint in any part of 
_ the body, and enjoying her health in every 
_refpect. ‘This patient has lived in the Poor 
 Houfe upwards of two years, is a perfon of 
a very good underftanding, and is diftin- 
guifhed as an induftrious woman, 


Q Cases 
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“CASE TL: 


ACUTE RHEUMATISM. 


A few days after the experiments above 
mentioned, accompanied by the Rev. Dr. 


CLARKE (m), fecretary for the library and 


chaplain to his Royal Highnefs the Prince 
of Waxes, I went to the Poor Houfe 
again, with a view of meeting with more 
fubjects for experiment. 


In ward No. 20, we were prefented with 
the cafe of JupirH Sympson, aged about 
so, a mantua-maker. ‘This woman has been 


in this houfe five years. About four weeks. 


before we vifited her fhe was attacked 
with an acute pain in her left ancle, which 


foon began to fwell and inflame. Thefe 
continued to increafe until the time we 


faw her, when fhe was unable to bear any 


(m) Author of that very able and eloquent defence of 


the Union, entitled, “ The Political, Commercial, and 
Civil State of Ireland.” . 


weight # 
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_ Weight on that foot. The whole external 
ankle and foot were enlarged to nearly 
twice their ordinary fize. The inflamma- 
tion and pain were very fevere, which were 
evinced by the turgid ftate of the veffels. 


I did not hefitate to promife {peedy re- 
lief to this poor woman, and began by 
drawing the Tractors, from about three 
inchés above the complaint, lightly over 
the inflamed part, and conducting them to 
the toes. In about five minutes a profufe 
perfpiration feemed to burft from every 
pore in the foot, fo that the water actually 
trickled along after the points of the Trac- 
tors, and if not wiped away would have 
dropped on the floor. After effectually re- 
moving the perfpirable matter with a cloth, 
the points of the Tra&tors were conduéted 
over the parts for a few minutes as before, 
and the fame flow of perfpiration followed. 
A fimilar effect took place a third time, 
after which fhe declared fhe was perfectly 
relieved: She then put her foot on the 
ie Q 2 floor, 
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floor, and could bear her weight on it with 
but very little inconvenience. 


I ordered her to ufe the Tradtors three 
times before twelve o’clock the next day. 
On vifiting her at that time, I found the 
{welling reduced at leaft two-thirds. The 
inflammation was hardly perceptible, andthe 
patient had been walking about the room, 
The perfpiration, though in aleis degree, had 
taken place on each application. ‘This, it is 
"proper to obferve, was not at any time pro- 
duced on other parts of the body, but was 
an action of the Tra¢tors on the difeafed 
part alone. She continued ufing them 
three times a day, and in about a week 
was perfectly cured... Since that time, 
"which is now more than nine months, this 
woman has never had the leaft fymptom of 
the rheumatifm in any part of her body, 


and has enjoyed perfect health. 


Having fhewn the above to the Rev.: 
Dr. CLARKE, with.a requeft that he would: 
inform, 
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inform me whether my ftatement of the 
effe&ts produced by the firft application, 
agreed with the fa¢ts according to his re- 
colleGtion, I was obliged with the follow- 
ing reply: | | 


Bir, 
1. I have been favoured with your note, 
and can feel no backwardnefs in comply- | 
ing with what I conceive to be but juftice | 
to you, and duty toward the public. | 


“© Having obferved, in the courfe of my 
reading, that fome difcoveries had been 
‚made by different men in different quarters 
of the globe, and all tending to one point, 
I was happy in an opportunity of perfonally 
enquiring into what now begins to be 
termed by writers of great eminence abroad, 
a new difcovered law of nature. I was alfo 
anxious to learn, how far the application of 
this difcovery might really tend to diminifh 
the catalogue of human fufferings. When 
I did myfelf the pleafure of waiting on 
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you for this purpofe, you frankly accom- 
panied me to the Poor Houfe of St. Mar- 
tin’s. Not then aware that I might be 
calied on to teftify the experiment which 
you made in my prefence, I did not take 
notes of it; but as far as I can charge my 
memory with the fact, which was an im- 
preilive one, it was as follows: 


«“ A woman, whofe ankle was extremely 
fwelled, and who long complained of fevere 
pain, fubmitted to the operation with the 
‘Tractors. On their application, large drops 
of {weat iffued from the pores of the part 
affected. This vs/ible effec? took place thrice 
in the fpace of ten minutes, after which 
the woman declared fhe was relieved from 
pain, 

EN am,.Sir, 
© With great truth, 
& Your obedient fervant, 


oe | ‘© THOMAS B. CLARKE,” 
Great Quebec-itreet, 
Portman-{quare, 
May 13th 1799. 
The 


The Traétors, from being owned by this 
Poor Houfe, have been ufed for the relief of 
feveral others. Mr. Conno, the Governor, 
to whofe care they are entrufted, holds them 
in readinefs to be applied to any whom he 
fhall conceive to be proper fubjects. Among 
others they have cured Mrs. Harrior, the 
Miftrefs of the needle room, of an 


ACUTE INFLAMMATORY AFFECTION 


on one of her hands. ‘This came on very 
fuddenly, was attended with a fenfation 
of great heat, A quantity of ichor colleét- 
ed under the cuticle, and produced a vefi- 
cation very fimilar to a feald. An appli- 
cation of the Tractors for half an hour 
entirely removed all appearances of the 
complaint. | | 


Some other cafes of rheumatifm and 
painful fwellings in the face, have alfo re- 
ceived fingular benefit from the ufe of the 
Tractors ; but as it is not the obje& of the 
Editor to enter into a detail of cafes, which 
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he has not himfelf witneffed, he will decline 
adducing fuch cafes at prefent. 


"Several gentlemen, from a defire of learn- 
ing the merits of the Traétors, have accom- 
panied the Editor to this Poor Houfe, with 
a view of /eeing thefe cafes. The Rev. Dr. 
TROTTER's vifit will be noticed in-his com- 
munication [/ee page 169.] Among others 

might be mentioned thofe patrons of hu- 
‚manity, Sir Ricuarp Hırı (x) and his 
brother the Rev, RowLanp HILL. 


The recent death of Mr. Pırrın, the 
late medical attendant at this Poor Houfe, 
deprives me of the opportunity of procuring, 
his ftatement of thefe cafes. ; 


(n) Sir RıcHArD, who owns a fet of the Traétors, 
has informed the Editor of his having removed, among 
other complaints, an obftinate inflammatory tumor on 
‚one of his domeitics, The candour with which this 
worthy and refpectable character has treated the Metallic 
Practice, claims from the writer the fincereft acknow- 
" ledgment. 


In 
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' EEE : 
In the month of Augutt laft, the Editor 
was invited to meet fome of the officers of 
the parıfh of Clerkenwell, to ufe. the Trac- 


tors on the infirm paupers in their Poor 


Houfe. - 


The firft patient that prefented was a 
young woman, about 24 years of age. This 
poor object had been for about three years 
extremely afHicted with fome conttitutional 
complaint affecting her whole fyftem, dur-_ 
ing which time fhe had been in fome of 
the London hofpitals, and under the care of 
feveral of the moft eminent phyficians, 
without receiving the leaft benefit. 


It being the wifh of fome of the gentle- 
‚men prefent, that the Tractors might be 
drawn over this perfon, I complied, though 
with a previous declaration that fhe mutt 
10t expect much benefit, as her difeafe 
feemed to be a nervous complaint, equally 
affecting her whole body. They were ac- 
cordingly ufed a few minutes on one of 


her 
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her arms, and no other effect was produced 
than a motion of the pain after the points 


of the Traétors. 


On examining the apartments of the 
men, we found a perfon, aged about 60, 
who had fora number of years been trou- 


bled with a 
RHEUMATIC PAIN 


in his fhoulders. For the nine months 
preceding he had not been able to raife up 
his right arm fufficiently to put on his 
‘caitieiont without help, ‘To this patient 
I promifed benefit. After drawing the Trac- 
"tors over his fhoulders, and down to the 
end of his fingers, for about ten minutes, 
he was fo much relieved as to be able to 
raife his arm over his head, and put on 
‚his waiftcoat without any affiftance, and 
this he effected with great cafe. When we 
left the houfe, about an hour and an half af- 
terwards, his arm remained very fupple, fo 
that he could eafıly move it in any direction. - 


Bree The: 


The next cafe was that of a man, aged 
about 65, who had been troubled for 
many years with a | 


PAIN IN THE HIP, 


which had proceeded to that degree, that 
one leg was fhorter than the other, and he 
could walk only by the affiftance of crutches. 
- The Tractors were applied to him about 
ten minutes, when he put his foot down 
" flat upon the floor, and ftamped with con- 
‚fiderable force, without giving him any 
pain. This he faid he had not been able 
_ to do for many years before. We left him 
_ free from pain, and walking about the 
room without any fupport. 


In the women’s apartment we met 
with a 

PAINFUL CHRONIC AFFECTION IN THE 

| HEAD, 
upwards of twelve years duration, in a 
_fubjeét about 60 years of age. When we 
| began 
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"began ufing the Tractors the pain was 
violent, but after about twelve minutes ap- 
plication fhe was rendered perfectly eafy. — 


As the Tractors were never ufed a fe- — 
cond time on any of thefe patients, there 
muft neceflarily have been a gradual re- 
currence of their complaints. The three 
laft mentioned perfons, by a proper appli- 
cation of this remedy, might in all pro- 
bability have been greatly relieved, if not 
cured, and thereby rendered ufeful mem- 
bers of fociety. Chronic affections of this 
defcription require a long perfeverance in 
the practice, and when this is faithfully 
attended to, but few cafes will occur, 
where a cure may not be eventually ef- 


feGted by the influence of the Traétors. 


The Editor having requefted Meflrs. 
" BrercHuLy, Bounp, and CowLanp, 
Churchwardens of the Parifh of Clerken- 
well, and the Rev. WILLIAM VIDLER, 
all of whom were prefent during thefe ap- 
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plications, to oblige him with their fen- 


timents on the foregoing ftatement, has 
been favoured with the following : 


Clerkenwell, May 17th, 1799. 

« We have examined Mr. Perxins’s 

ftatement of his experiments with the 

. Metallic Traétors in Clerkenwell Poor 

Houfe, which were made in our prefence, 

by requeft of fome of the officers of this. 
parifh, and find it to be perfectly correét. 


WILLIAM VIDLER (0), 
MICHAEL BLETCHLY, 
‘WILLIAM BOUND, 
WILLIAM COWLAND/ß), 


Church- 


wardens.’” 


KON 


(0) The Rev. Mr. -VIDLER, who has himfelf, re- 
cently performed fome cures with the Tractors after ac- 
knowledging the correctnefs of the above ftatement, adds 
in his note, "” I wifh the efficacy of the Tractors was 
more known. ‘They would then be in general ufe,” 


(p) Mr. Cowtanp alfo informs of his having cured 
himfelf of a very fevere burn, and a fervant in his fa- 
mily of an acute rheumatifm in the leg, which was highly 
inflamed and fwelled. , 


About 


About the middle of December the — 
Editor was honoured with an invitation to 
the ‘Regimental Hofpital of his Royal 
Highnefs the Duke of GLOUCESTER, by © 
Mr. CHARLETON, the furgeon of that in- 
ftitution, but not meeting with any proper 
cafes for the Metallic Pradtice, _ the Trace 
tors were not ufed. 


‘On the 20th of January the Editor made 
- fome experiments in the Regimental Hof: 
pital of his Royal Highnefs the Duke of | 
York, commonly called the Coldftream — 
Hofpital. Mr. Knicut, Surgeon to the 
Houfeholds of their Royal Highneffes the — 
Dukes of York and CLARENCE, who pres 
fides over that eftablifhment, and to whofe | 
politenefs the Editor is indebted for an ins 
vitation to ufe the Traétors in that place, fe= 
oa three fubjects for experiment. On ex- 

amining 


amining the firft of thefe, fufpicions were 

entertained that the man was an impoftor. 

On ordering him to raife his arm, which 

he faid was in great pain, he declared his” 
inability to move it, yet {oon afterwards, 

when taking off his coat, during our pre- 

fence, he was caught raifing his arm by ac- 

cident to an horizontal pofition, and with- 

out making any complaint. This and feve- 
tal other circumftances which had been. 
previoufly obferved of this perfon, rendered 

the deception fo evident to Mr. KNIGHT, 

that we did not continue the applications 

upon him, but had recourfe to fome other 

patients who could give ocular proof of 
their difeafes. The firft of thefe was a? 
German, who had been confined to his bed 

- for feveral days with an 


ACUTE RHEUMATISM. 


| When we faw him the pain was chiefly in. 
his fhoulder, and was fo confiderable as to 
prevent him from raifing his right arm to 


his 
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his head. After drawing the Traétors: ” 
over this fhoulder, and down to the ends 
of his fingers, for about twelve minutes, 
he raifed his arm over his head without 
giving him but very little pain. Before 
we left the houfe he was fo much benefited, 
that he put on his coat without any affift- 
ance, which he had been unable to effect 
fince the commencement of his illnefs, 


The next cafe was that of Å perfon fe- 
verely affected with the 


ACUTE RHEUMATISM 


in both fhoulders and arms, the leaft mo- 
tion occafioned very great pain. This pa-- 
tient was diftinguifhed as a fteady and in- 
telligent man, and better educated than 
the generality of foldiers. His account of - 
the effects which he fhould perceive on the 
application of the Tradtors, Mr. KNIGHT 
very judicioufly obferved, would be more 
fatisfactory to him than the declaration of 
perfons with whom he had not been pre- 
vioufly acquainted, 
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— The Traétors were drawn over the fhoul- 
der of this man, and condudted to the ends 
of his fingers, for about.ten minutes, when 
he remarked that the pain was leflened, 


and on attempting to move it, he found he ‚- 


could raife it over his head, which he was 
unable to do before. The operation was 
then performed for the fame term of time 
on the other arm, and the fame favourable 
change enfued. He was now able to raife 
both arms over his head, and move them 
with greater eafe in every direétion. 


The Editor’s avocations not permitting 
him to vifit this Hofpital to repeat the ufe 
of the Tra£tors on thefe two perfons, which, 
to have completed a cure, fhould have been 
done three times in the day, and continued 
for three or four days, there was neceflarily, 
on the next day, a recurrence of the fymp- 


toms. 5 


The evidence of the efficacy of the 


Traétors, arifing even from thefe partial 
-R experiments, 
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experiments, was fufficiently conclufive"to 
induce, the Rev. RoserT Lowry, fon to the 
late Bifhop Lowru, who attended during. 
thefe applications, to get a fet of the 
Traétors, for the benevolent purpofe of ex- 
tending their ufefulnefs to the afflicted 
poor in his neighbourhood. 


Ever ferupulous that my. experiments 
might be given with the utmoft correéinefs, 
the aboye was {hewn to Mr. Knight, who 
authorized me to fay, that he had examined 
the ftatement, and found it perfectly correét. 


On the 3d of April 1799, the Editor 
was apprized by Luxe Inpeson Efq., 
Clerk of “the Veftry of the Parifh of St. 
James’s, &c. &c. of the defire of the officers 
of that parifh, to afcertain the efficacy of 
the Metallic Tractors dy experiment, and 
if approved.of, to provide their Poor Houfe 
with a fet of them.. This requeft was 

Gas | iy | of 
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of courfe cheerfully attended ‘to, and he 
"accordingly met fome of. the officers of 
the parifh, viz. Mr. Dawes, Mr. Free- 
man, Mr. Cater, Mr. Holme, and fome 
others, at the Poor Houfe, to give the 
Tractors a trial On examining the fick 
wards, and thofe appropriated to infirm 
paupers, two rheumatic cafes were feledted. 
as fubjects for experiment. oe 


The firft of thefe was CHARLOTTE. 
HAYNES, 30 years of age, who had been, 
- afflicted for many years with the 


RHEUMATISM, 


and which was often fo violent in her ‘ 
limbs as to render her unable to- move 
them without much pain; at this time the 
fhoulder was fo much affected, that fhe” 
. could not move her arm behind her, or 
raife it to her head. 


Rz eid The 
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The Traétors were drawn from her fhoul- 
der to the extremities of her fingers for 
about 12 minutes, when fhe was fo much 
relieved as to be able to raife her arm over 
her head, and to move it behind her with- 
out pain. She perceived a great de- 
gree of heat during the application, and 
which fhe reprefented as a burning /fen- 
fation. | | | a 


The next cafe was that of Mary Man- 
NING, 48 years of age, who was alfo fe- 
verely afflicted with the 


€ RHEUMATISM ; 


her fhoulder had likewife been in violent 
pain for feveral days ; the hand, and par- 
ticularly the joints of her fingers, were 
highly inflamed and {welled, but the greateft 
pain was in the fhoulder ; fhe tried in our 
prefence to raife up her arm, and to move 
it behind her back, neither of which could 
fhe accomplifh. The Traétors were then 
drawn over her fhoulder and downwards, for 

: about 
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about 12 minutes, when fhe was fo much re- 
lieved as to be able to raife her arm over her 
head, and even moved it far enough behind 
to lace her ftays. The other fhoulder was 
alfo in fome pain, to which we alfo applied 
"the Traétors, and gave relief as in the laft 
inftance. After thefe trıals, the Editor was 
invited to meet fome of the fame gentlemen 
again to fee thefe patients, and make 
further experiments in five days after- 
wards, 


On vifiting the Poor Houfe at the time 
appointed, the two patients on whom the 
Tractors had been ufed were ftrictly exa- 
mined, in prefence of Mr. FREEMAN and 
‘fome of the other gentlemen, who wit- 
nefled the former experiments. CHAR- 
LOTTE Haynes had experienced fome 
return of the pain, but was ftill able to 
raife her arm, and move it as when we 
left her laft. The Tractors were now 
drawn over this arm again, and the fame 
fenfation of heat enfued, after wie fhe 


was rendered eafy. 
R 3 The 
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The other perfon, Mary Manwnine, 
had had no return of pain in the fhoul- 
der, and was {till able to move her arm 
without inconvenience. The hands, and 
joints of her fingers, to which the Trac- 
tors had never been applied, continued 
as before tumefied, inflamed, and painful. 
The Tra&tors were drawn over them about 
fifteen minutes by the woman herfelf, when 
the pain was relieved in thofe parts. The 
ftiffnefs was alfo fenfibly diminifhed. ‘This 
patient recovered, and has fince been dif- 
charged from the houfe. 


x 


The cafe of ELIZABETH. Lewis, 22 
years of age, was now prefented to us. 
This woman had a very " 


PAINFUL INFLAMMATORY TUMOR 


‘over the whole exterior ancle of the right 
foot, which had made its appearance in 
that place a fhort time after the had lain 
in. Several external applications had 
been made to this without fuccefs, and 

from 
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from its obftinacy it was apprehended that 
EG probably might be a /yphrhtic affection. 
‘There was an appearance of an ex- 
‘foliation taking place. However, as the 
pain was excruciating, and the patient 
nearly.. exhaufted. in confequence, I was 
willing to try the effect of the Traétors, 
and accordingly direéted them to be drawn 
‘over the parts, by one of the nurfes, about 
half an hour. The relief fhe experienced 
from their ufe was very great. “The throb- 
bing pain of which fhe at firft complained 
was totally removed, the {welling was 
fenfibly diminifhed, and the infammation 
abated. ~The patient put her foot on the 
floor with very little inconvenience, which 
{he was before unable to accomplifh. with- 


out great torture. 


It will not be a matter of furprize, that 
thefe experiments were confidered fuffici- 
ently fatisfactory, to induce the gentlemen 
officers to provide the Poor Houfe with a 


fet of the ‘Tractors. | 
Rn R 4 Among 
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Among others who have fince been cured 
by them, and whofe cafes I am authorized 
to publifh, is Mrs. ELL1oT, the laundreßs. 
This perfon, after fevere exercife and fa- 
tigue, was attacked with a 


VIOLENT PAIN IN THE FOOT. 


The parts fwelled to a confiderable ex- 
tent, and became highly inflamed. She 
applied the Traétors herfelf, and in about 
ten minutes the pain wholly fubfided, and 
the fwelling and inflammation were in a 
very fhort time hardly perceptible. She 
has experienced no return of the com- 
plaint. 


Another cafe has occurred on the fame 
perfon, in which the fingular efficacy of 
the Tractors has been rendered extremely 
evident. Mrs. ErLiot, has for many 
years, been fubjeét to fudden and fevere | 
attacks of a | 

PAIN IN THE STOMACH, 
which is fuppofed to be of the nature of 
Opt | thofe 
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_thofe flying pains, which are common in 
gouty conftitutions. Her life has often 
been threatened from the feverity of thefe 
attacks. Being a few days fince feized 
with one of them, fhe immediately had re- 
courfe to the Tradtors, and after drawing 
them over the ftomach for about ten mi- 
nutes, the pains were wholly removed, and 
have not returned fince. 


A cafe of Jane Bono, fervant to the 
matron, is alfo worthy of notice. . This 
perfon had a very 


INFLAMED AND PAINFUL TUMOR 


a little above the knee. She found great 

relief of the pain, inflammation, and tume- 

faction, from about ten minutes ufe of the 

Tractors, and was enabled to move the 

joint with a degree of eafe, which was be- 
fore impracticable. | 


… The Tractors in this houfe are directed 
to be left in the hands of the matron (a 
ROU perfon 


Cs) 


‘perfon of excellent fenfe, and well inftruét- 
‘ed on medical fubjeéts) who holds them 


‘in readinefs to be ufed whenever oceafion 


. 


offers. 


The above ftatement was fhewn to the 
gentlemen overfeers, who gave permifhon 
‚to have it publifhed, and authorized a refe- 
rence to the Matron of the Poor Houfe for 
a confirmation of its correctneds. 


The reader is now competent to judge 
how far thefe experiments, upon a fair 
ftatement, may tend to prove the inefficacy 
‘of the Metallic Praétice. Many. of the 
‘cafes, and fome other circumftances adduc- 
‘ed, it will no doubt be obferved, bear fo | 
little reference. to the point in queftion, | 
‘that any notice of them was unneceflary. | 
As fuch the Editor would have regarded | 
them, and in confequence pafled them over 
in filence, had he not been taught to know | 
that the clamours of interefl, ignorance, and | 
ERTL | prejudice, 


;prejudice, which have ever. been -exérted 
vagainft - important…innovations, were not 
-unemployed on the fubjeét of many of thefe 

experiments. Several of the foregoing ex- 
„ periments, from motives the moft bafe and 
‚ difhonourable, have been mifreprefented 
‚and tortured into every fhape to difcredit 
the Metallic Praétice. It has been the 
_ Editor’s utmoft care, that the facts be ftated 
in as plain and impartial a manner as pof- 


fible. If on enquiry they prove otherwife, 
‚there are thofe who will gladly grafp at the 
opportunity of correcting them, and giving 
them a different complexion. 


It is hoped the reader has not been led 

‚to fuppofe, after what has been repeatedly 
| fuggetted, that thefe experiments in public 
places have been adduced and offered to 
‘the public, as the moft conclufive proof 
which could be advanced in favour of the 
Metallic Praétice, or that they conftitute 
even a confiderable proportion cf the cures 
which have been performed. 

| In 


~ 
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In private practice, where the applica- 
tions are made under proper advantages for 
fair trials, the refults have been almoft uni- 
verfally fuccefsful. But to give publicity 
to thefe, and thereby expofe the names of 
patients, for very obvious reafons would 
have been highly improper. The nume- 
rous families of the Nobility and others, 
whom the Editor has had the honour of 
attending, and by whom the Tra¢tors are 
owned, are competent to fpeak on their 
merits; and as thofe charaéters are in num- 
ber too confiderable, and for philanthropy 
too diftinguifhed to withhold through con- 
" verfation, and the various other channels of 
communication, the. benefit they pat oe 
rived, the neceflity of publifhing them is 
in part fuperfeded. 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM AMERICA. 


As the object of the prefent work was 
in fome meafure to continue the hiftory 
of the Metallic Practice, it perhaps will 
be expected that fomething fhould be faid 
of its progrefs in America. 


Of the origin of the difcovery, and of 
the introduction of the Metallic Trac- 
tors to the public, the Editor in his former 
Tradt (fee InrLvence or METALLIC 
TRACTORS,] has "already treated at fuf- 
ficient length. Since the date of that work, 
from a correfpondence in various parts of 
the United States, accounts of the increaf- 
ing reputation of the difcovery have been 
uniformly received. It would be improper 
to fwell the prefent work with details 
of further teftimonies or publications from 
that fide of the Atlantic, when a fufficient 


number could be procured in this country, 
| which- 


Cr ) 
which to an Englifh reader -muft be more 
fatisfaftory, to compofe a moderate folio. 


I hope, however, to be excufed for taking 
fome notice’ of a very recent report of a 
gentleman, which. will afford much fatis-. 
faction to thofe who have a knowledge of 
his: character. The perfon referred to is 
the Rev. Mr. Homer, of Newtown; Maf> 
fachufetts, a gentleman of fuperjor fcience, 
and equally diftinguilhed as a philofopher 
and divine. Mr. Homer has been in pof) 
feffion of a fet of the Tradtors nearly three | 
years, which was about the time the difco- 
very was firftannounced tothe public. Being. 
refolved-on giving the Practice a fair Kae 
he determined on receiving no recompence 
for his trouble in attending on patients, and) 
by this: means had very numerous opportu- 
nities for trying the merits of the Tractors. 
- He: begins "by acknowledging his obli-) 
gations to Dr. Rogınson for his affiftance: 
in profecuting his experiments, cand them 
eee to give a pan a account: of 24» 

? cafes, » 


( 255 ) 


cafes, which afforded pofitive evidence of; an 


achon of the Traétors independent of the. 


powers of imagination. In many of thefe 


there was Rent) a fenfible change in the 


appearances of the parts affected, Wien the 
Tractors were ufed, and in others the com- 
plaints were of a nature which precluded 


the poflibility of the mind having produced 


the effets that were obfervable on the ap- 
plication of the Tractors.… The difeafes in 
which he was moft fuccefsful, .confifted.” 


chiefly of RHEUMATIC and GovTY aF- 
FECTIONS, PLEURISIES, and CUTANEOUS- 
ERUPTIONS. Among other cafes is‘men-. 


tioned an application on “a child of the 


>» 


has complained of no pain,” 


Honourable ELBRIDGE GERRY (one of the 
late Envoys Extraordinary from the United 


"States to France) 18 months old, who 


had fome complaint in the leg, which ren- 
dered her unable to move it. "The leg was 
exceedingly painful when in bed. Ever 
fince the ufe of the Tra&ors the child has 


been able to move the leg with eafe, and 


Among 


( 256 ) 


Among other complaints he fays, “ Gea 
neral JACKSON applied to me in great dif- 
trefs from the Gout in his hand, which 
was removed, and has never returned.” 


The cafes in which Mr. Homer failed 
in giving relief, are of the fame nature as 
thofe which have been obferved by all 
others who have had much experience in 
the Metallic Praétice, and as have been 
pointed out in many of the preceding 
pages. He fays, he “ has obferved great ad- 
vantages from continuing each application | 
a much longer time, and repeating them 
more frequently, than has been generally 
practifed, and, he believes, many perfons 
have failed in effecting cures in confe- 
quence of not perfevering fufficiently.” 


From Mr. Homer's extenfive fuccefs with 
the Tractors, it willnot appear extraordinary 
that he fhould draw conclufions very fa- 
vourable to the credit of the difcovery. He 


obferves, “that hardly any confideration 
| « would 
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& would induce him to be without a fet of 
“ them in his an 


The Editor hopes to be further indulged 
in noticing an extradt of a letter, dated Bof- 
ton, No England, Feb. 8th, 1799, from 
the Rev. Dr. SAMUEL STILLMAN of that 
place, Fellow of Rhode Mand College, &c. 
&c. to his literary friend and correfpondent 
the Rev. Dr.' Joan Rippon, of Grange 
Road, Borough, to whom we are ‘a debiind 
for liberty oF making it public. Much of 
the letter relating to fubjedts foreign from 
that before us, we fhall only notice his re- 
marks re{pecting the Metallic Pradice; 
which are as follow : 


“The Metallic Tra&tors, invented by 
Dr. PERKINS, have already proved an im- 
portant bleffing to mankind. I have not 
‚time to inform you of the furprifing cures 
I have wrought with them, in cafes of 
RHEUMATISM, Gout, CONTRACTIONS, 
PAINS IN THE HEAD, Eyes, Face, &c. 

S but 


ee 


but be affured they are many. Mr. Prr- - 
KINs’s refidence in London, will no doubt 
induce you to embrace the opportunity | 
of giving the fubjed the attention it me- 
rits.”” | 


The literary reader will not need to be i 
informed refpeding the worthy character 
who writes this letter; his excellent fer- 
mons, and other writings, render him 
well known beyond the limits of his own. 
country. | | 2 


It would be ungrateful in the Editor not 
to return his acknowledgements to Dr. 
Rirron, for the philofopher-like candor 
with which he has treated the Metallic 
PraGtice; and expreffed his conviction of 
its efficacy, fince he has had an opportu- 
nity of witnefling its effets, in giving relief 
to a man feverely affliéted with the ACUTE, 
RHEUMATISM in the hand and foot. 
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PART III: 


a 


EXPERIMENTS ON ANIMALS. 


HE falutary effedts of the Traétors on 
_ the human fubjeét, muft naturally fug- 
geft, to reflecting minds, the probability 
of their being alfo ufeful in many difeafes 
of the brute creation. 


In America, where this difcovery. ori- 
ginated, the experiments on animals were 
not fo numerous as perhaps might be ex- 
pected, from the controverfy which was 
there maintained by its advocates and op- _ 
ponents. Dr. Perkins, from the time 
he firft announced the difcovery, has been 
conftantly employed in the Praétice on the 
human fubjedt, and, excepting in a few 
äccidental cafes, he had no leifure or op- 
portunity to give experiments on animals 
the attention they merited. ‘The few trials, 
however, that were made on that fide of 

S 2 . the 
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the Atlantic in fome topical complaints of 
horfes, attended with pain and inflamma- 
tion, were in moft inftances completely 
fuccefsful. SPRAINS and CONTUSIONS were 
cured in a very fhort time by the Metallic 
Practice. 


The fmall, but very painful tumours, 
which often arife under the faddle, vul- 
garly called SADDLE BOILS, were alfo very 
readily removed by top application. One 
cafe of 


A SPRAIN IN THE PASTERN, 


which came under my own obfervation in 
America, is too important to be omitted. 
An horfe, by fome accident in the ftall, re- 
ceived a fevere fprain in the paftern joint, 
which rendered him extremely lame. 
From the intenfe heat of the hoof on that 
foot, and the peculiar ations of the animal, 
he was fuppoled to be in great pain. | 


Ibegan by drawing theTraétors from about 
five siete above the Be andconduding 
them 


SB ae: 


them down to the hoof, taking care to bear 
on the points of the Tra&tors fufficiently to 
keep them continually in contaét with the 
fkin. Ina few minutes the hot hoof was 
reduced to about the fame temperature as 
the other. From being fcarcely able to 
put his foot to the gröund, he became fo 
much better, from the ufe of the Traétors, 


‚that in about twelve minutes a gentleman 


mounted him and rode him away, fcarcely 
perceiving his lameneds, 


The numerous avocations neceffarily 
attached to my other practice fince my refi- 
dence in this country, have totally pre- 
cluded the poffibility of doing juftice to any 
experiments on animals, and in confequence — 
I have not attempted them; for the fame 


-reafon I have not been able perfonally to 


comply with an invitation from the inge- 
nious Mr. Moorcrort, furgeon of the | 
Veterinary Hofpital, to ufe the Tradtors 


in that place, though, very contrary to my 
S 3 wifhes. 
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wifhes. A few other gentlemen, however; 

more at leifure, have tried the Tractors in 

feveral cafes. Thefe experiments they were 

the more readily induced to make, from a 

with to afcertain the validity of a hacknied. 
argument, which the enemies to the Metal- 

lic Praétice, with more zeal than difcretion, | 
have urged againft it, viz. that many of the 

cures afcribed to the influence of the Trac- . 
tors, could be effeéted by the imagination. 
The relieving of a horfe it fhould feem 
would be conclufive on this head, unlefs 
thefe ingenious {ceptics can alfo prove 
‘that that quadruped poflefles, in common 
with mankind, an equal brilliancy of ıma- 
gination, that his intelletual endowments are 
not inferior to our own, and that the 
anima rationalis, hitherto confidered as one 
of the diftinguifhing attributes of man, is 
alfo equally apparent in the brute. 


Some of the following pages fhall be 
appropriated to fuch experiments as have 
been communicated. 


3 | IN 
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In Mr. LANGWORTHY's Tract, which 
we have already had occafion to notice, we 
have fome -obfervations on this fubje¢t, 
and an account of one experiment at 
Bath, which he introduces as follows : 


« From the morbid affections to which 
man is by nature liable, the tranfition is 
natural in the eyes of the philofopher to 
fuch animals as contribute to the ufe and 
comfort of fociety. No one can doubt of. 
the excellence in this refpeét of that noble 
animal the horfe. If a more rational and 
methodical treatment of this quadruped has 
engaged the attention of the firft characters 
of the nation, who have lately patrenifed 
an hofpital eftablifhment at Somers Town, 
near London, is it not natural, by fair in- 
duction, to endeavour to afcertain how far 
this animal can be affeéted by our Metallic 
Powers. The following inftance will 
probably appear to deferve the attention of 
many. 2 


S 4 “ A HORSE 
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“ A HORSE of N. A. Vicors, Efquire, 
of St. James’s Square, Bath, in landing from 


one of the Holyhead packets, fome months 
fince, received from the pully-ropes 


AN ENJURY. IN HIS GAMBRIL, . 


which produced a great degree of fwelling, 
extending from that part down to the paf- 
tern, and up to his belly. This {welling 
took place notwithftanding hewas putunder 
the care of fkilful farriers in Bath, who ap- | 
plied various ointments without any effect. 
At length Mr. Vicors purchafed a fet of the 
Tractors, and immediately applied them, 
in the prefence of many fpectators, who, in 
a few minutes, exprefled their furprife on 
feeing the fwelling abate. The Traétors 
were ufed five times only, when the fwel- 
ling was entirely removed. He has con- 
aed well ever fince, and has performed 
his regular hunting. It is now fix weeks 


fince the Tra¢tors were firft applied.” 


The 
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VIER 

The following ftatement, which the 
Editor has received from a charadter of 
great refpectability, will be very fatisfac- 
tory to thofe who have the honour of his 
acquaintance. The gentleman alluded to, 
_is Joan Dickenson, Efg; of Leighton 
_ Houfe, Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordfhire. 


\ SEVERE CONTUSIONS. 


‘© A hunter of mine was difcovered one 
morning, about the middle of September 
laft, to have broken one of the reins be- 
longing to her halter. She was much 
bruifed about the head. In many places 
the hair was rubbed. off, her hocks were 
much fwoln, and fhe was very {tiff and 
lame. It was concluded, that in rubbing 
her head with her hind-foot one of the 
reins had been caught, fo as to draw her 
legs together ; that from the natural exer- 
tions of the animal to liberate herfelf, the 
rein, which was new and ftrong, broke, 
and 
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and that in confequence fhe fell with great 
violence againft the pillar of the ftall, by 
 which'the hocks, and the mufcles on one 
fide leading to the back (which perhaps I 
do not defcribe {cientifically) were feverely 
bruifed. 


“ I applied fpirits of wine and Goulard, 
equal parts, without any apparent effeét. 
In three days there appeared two large 
{wellings, one above the hip-bone near the 
tail, and the other upon the rump, each as 
large as my two hands, and fo hard as not 
to yield to preflure. I applied the fame 
mixture again, and hot fomentations, with- 
out any effect. The next day another 
{welling, equal in fize to thofe before men- 
tioned, arofe on the ftifle, which was alfo 
much inflamed and fwoln. The mare 
feemed to have fo confiderable a degree of 
fever, and heaved fo violently in the flanks, 
that it was fuppofed fhe would die. We 
then tried bleeding, from which the was 
fomewhat relieved, but we could not ob- 

| ferve 
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ferve that the fwellings were at all abated 
on the following day. | 


« Having witnefled the good effeéts of 
the Tradtors on the human body in cafes 
of inflammation, I determined to try them 
on this animal. They were accordingly 
applied to the difeafed parts, and drawn to 
the extremities; in the courfe of twenty- 
four hours we obferved a very great reduc- 
tion of the fwellings. On the fecond day, I 
attended the operations myfelf twenty mi- 
nutes, during which time, I could perceive 
the fwellings fubfide, and the parts became 
cooler. My groom, as may naturally be 
fuppofed, had but little faith in the efficacy 
of two fmall pieces of pointed metals, ne- 
verthelefs he exprefled his furprize and 
conviction of the cure that was gradually 
performing by the ‘Tractors. 


« After continuing their ufe three times 
a day for four days, the fwellings were en- 


piel reduced, and in the place where the 
. largeft 


bee at 

largeft was, above the hip-bone, there ap- 
peared a lofs of flefh nearly equal to the 
former extenfion. Ina fortnight this be- 
gan to fill up, and in three weeks after the 
accident happened, the mare performed a 
journey of one hundred and fifty miles in 
four days, and has been perfectly well ever 
fince. 


<< It may be proper to obferve, that from 
the time the Tradtors were firft ufed, all 
other remedies were laid afıde. 
“ JOHN DICKENSON.” 


Leighton Houfe, 
18th November 1798. 


7 


Since the date of the above report, Mr. 
DICKENSON has informed the Editor of 
two other cures performed by the Tra@ors 
on his horfes; but not having received from 
him a written account of thefe cafes, the 
reader muft be contented with the brief 
mention which is made of them in the 
following communication, | 


mu cI aC ES 
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Mr. Grant, whofe experiments on the 
human body the reader may already have 
had occafıon to notice, has alfo made feve- — 
ral trials on animals, the refult of which 
he has obligingly communicated to the 
Editor. ‘The experiments of this gentle- 
man having been made with much judg- 
ment and accuracy of obfervation, his re- 
ports are rendered particularly interefting. 


The following is an extratt of a letter, 
dated 
| « 4th Month zoth, 1799: 


“ Refpeéted Friend, 

<¢ Ina former letter, I intimated my in- 
tention of communicating to thee the refult 
of fome experiments on animals, which 
have fallen under my own obfervation. I 
have now an additional inducement for 
executing my promife, from a conviction 
arifing from the beft of evidence, that, on a 


proper trial, this Metallic Practice will be 
| | found 
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found of extenfive utility, to dealers and 
thofe who have an intereft ın cattle, 


« My firft trial among my own horfes 
was for 


AN AFFECTION IN- THE EYES 


in a three years old colt. The near eye 
appeared to be failing very rapidly ;. indeed 
I apprehended it had already advanced to 
that ftate from which it could never be re- 
claimed. I drew the Tractors along on 
the edge of the eye-lids down the cheek. for 
twenty minutes. The effect aftonifhed me. 
The inflammation abated. A film, which 
covered nearly the whole eye, was in the 
courfe of a few days removed, and the eye 
became clear. Not long after this thé 
other eye failed. “The Tra¢tors were aps 
plied as before, and with the fame fuccefs. — 


« There is a natural defect in the eyes 
of this animal, which no remedy will re- 
move, and which may eventually terminate 

in 
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"an blindnefs. It is now three months fince 
thefe applications were made, and the eye 
yet remains good. ‘The effeét produced in 
this cafe -is certainly worthy of notice. If 
the ufe of fo important an organ as the 
eye of a valuable animal, can be prolonged 


for only one year by fo eafy a remedy, it 
is furely worth our trial.” 


A WOUND IN THE EYE FROM A BLOW.» 


« One of my waggon horfes had a ftroke 
in the eye with the lafh of a waggon whip. 
I at firft apprehended the eye was loft. 
This however appearing not to be the fact, 
we drew the Tractors around it, as in the 
> former cafe, and with only two operations 
the horfe was cured.” | 


« A gentleman of this town had the 
_ Traétors tried on one of his horfes, which 
was very lame from a 


SPRAIN IN THE BACK SINEWS. 


| After ufing them three or four times, and 
" devoting 
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devoting about thirty minutes to each opes : 
ration, a perfect cure was effected,’ | 


A PUNCTURED TENDON. 


« Another horfe belonging to the fame 
perfon, received a wound in a tendon, from 
a thorn running into it, which occafioned 
much inflammation, pain, and lamenefs. 
This was alfo cured by the application of 
the Traétors.” 


« | have witnefled the good effects of the 
Metallic Practice in ged other cafes, — 
where partial inflammations had fallen on 
various parts of the body of horfes, parti- 
cularly the legs, thighs, &c. pccafioned 
either by improper feeding or want of ex- 
ercife, and termed by farriers, “ humours.” 
I have feen inflammations abated, and tu- 
mours reduced fo effeCtually in thefe cafes, 
by drawing the Tra&tors over the inflamed 
and {welled parts, as to fuperfede the necef- 
fity of fomentations, embrocations, &c. &c. 
the ufual remedies on : fuch  occafions. 

2 | Should 
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Should the horfe be of a full habit, I would 
not omit bleeding, I have further noticed 
… their good effeéts, when applied near the 
fides of wounds. The foul appearances I 
have obferved to become changed, and a 
difpofition to heal facilitated. I could re» 
"late a variety of thefe cafes from my own 
minutes, and corroborate them with fimi- 
lar ones obferved by.my friends and ac~ 
quaintances. 


så My principal obje&t in furnifhing dich 
with thefe particulars is, that a nd fo 
innocent in its operation, fo convenient, 
and which my experiments authorize me 
to fay fo efficacious, might be more gene- 
rally known, and that others might only 
make the trials and judge for Eden 
So fully am I convinced, from what I have 
witneffed, of the preference they claim, as 
‚a remedy for recent fprains, contufions, in- 
flammations, &c. to the means which are 
ufually employed in thofe cafes, that I have 
no hefitation in recommending them, firmly 
believing they will be found to anfwer our 
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moft fanguine expectations, provided they 
are applied with judgment and perfever- 
ance. The fimplicity of the application 
has often induced me to place them in the 
hands of a ruftic lad, who, I have found, 
can ufe them as advantageoufly as myfelf. 


« I am forry I cannot inform thee, that 
equal fuecefs has attended my experiments 
on fome other animals, on which I have 
tried them. For feveral difeafes of SHEEP 
I have applied them without any effect. 
In the complaint ter med by the fhepherds 
the jornt evil, I have never been able to ob- 
ferve the leaft advantage from the ufe of 
the Tractors. In: two or three cafes how- 
ever of inflammation of the udder, we have 
obferved a diminution of the inflammation 
from their ufe. The inefficacy of the 
Tra&ors upon :fheep, was at firft a matter 
_of much furprize with me. It feemed very 
extraordinary, that a remedy, whofe effects 
in the difeafes of the human fpecies and the 
horfe are capable of being made fo ex- 
tremely evident, {hould not alfo have the 

4 fame 
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fame influence in the difeafes of fheep, 
more efpecially as it is found in the Gal- 
vanic experiments, that all animals are {ub- 
ject to the influence of metals when applied 
to their denuded nerves and mufcles, But 
after reflecting much on this fübjed, the 
caufe of this difference has at length oc- _ 
eurred to me. Provident nature has very 
bountifully fupplied the body of the fheep 
with an wxéuous and o7/y fluid, doubtleß to 
promote the rapid growth of the wool, and 
defend it from the wet. This animal, 
juftly efteemed one of the moft valuable in 
the world, is yearly robbed of its wool, 
and as the fecond growth of this covering 
is fupported by the oily matter, a greater 
quantity becomes neceflary for that pur- 
pofe. Now we find from experience, that 
all unctuous bodies refift the Metallic In- 
fluence. Even pomatum applied to the 
hair, it is well afcertained, prevents the 
Traéors from relieving pains in that part 
of the head over which the pomatum 
- is ufed: we therefore can eafily conceive 
that the body of the fheep, which is con- » 

143 ftantly 
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ftantly clothed with this oily matter, cannot 
be aéted upon by the Tractors. In the 
inflammation of the udder of a fheep, where 
this fluid is not fo abundant, the Metallic | 
Pradticewe find was thought to be of ufe, by 
abating the inflammation, and this I appre- 
hend would have taken place more effectually 
had the udder been previoufly wafhed with 
warm water, and wiped clean, a practice 
which I would recommend previous to all 
operations with the Tractors. In many 
cafes I have found the perfpirable matter 
iffuing from ‘bodies, prevent any effect from 
the Metallic application, and on removing 
that obftacle, relief would be ‘immediately | 
obtained. 

« How far thefe fas coincide with thofe 
which have been noticed by other perfons, 
who have given the Tradtors an extenfive 
trial, thou wilt be beft enabled to judge. — 
As my remarks are the refult of confiderable 
experience, and pretty attentive obfervation, 
I have no objeétion to their being made 
Br pups if thou thinkeft they may be of 
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ule, by inducing others to make fimilar 


‘trials, and me: enable a to judge for 
themfelves. 


« With my beft wifhes for a continuance 
of thy fuccefs, in alleviating the fufferings 
of humanity, I remain thy affured friend, 

“ JOHN GRANT.” 


Previous to the receipt of Mr. Granvt’s 
communication of his experiments on ani- 
mals, it was the Editor’s intention to have 
‘made particular mention of the inefficacy 
of the Traétors on sHEEP, and to have af- 
fisned the fame reafons which Mr. G. has 
adduced, but his obfervations totally pre- 
clude the neceffity of enlarging further on 
that fubject at-prefent ; it may however be 
proper merely to add, that other ingenious 
and obferving perfons, who have tried the 
Tra&tors on Sheep, have reprefented that 
their fuccefs has net been fo great on that. 
animal as on horfes, whofe bodies are- 
dryer, and lefs liable to be covered with 
unctuous matter, | 


æ 
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Mr. Tuomas KEEN of Warwick-ftreet, 
London, who has alfo made trial of the 
Tradtors on his horfes, has favoured’ the 
Editor with the refults, as follows :— 


London, 7th Mo. oath, 99. 


« FEifteemed Friend, 

“ I can have no objection to thy publifh- 
ing my experiments with the Traétors on 
horfes, if it can afford thee or the public 
any advantage. My firft trial was upon an 
aged horfe, that for many years had been, 
fubject to 


SEVERE INFLAMMATIONS ABOUT ‘HIS 
ANKLES AND FEET. 


« The Tra€tors were ufed, when the 
parts were ina high ftateof difeafe, the whole 
furface, from fome inches above the hoof, 
"being extremely inflamed and tender, and 
there was very evidently produced a con- 
fiderable abatement of the inflammation. 


This 
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This relief was given, notwithftanding the | 
weather, at the time when the application 
was made, was extremely cold, and of 
courfe very unfavourable to the complaint, 
Being obliged to fend this horfe into the 
country, I had not an opportunity of con- 
tinuing the practice, and effeCting the cure. 


« But the cafe which afforded the moft 
decifive evidence, occurred in a waggon- 
horfe, that received a 


VERY SEVERE CONTUSION 


in the lower part of his Sternum, or his 
breaft-bone, from a fall. The parts became 
highly tumefied, and the animal in confe- 
quence extremely Jame. A farrier was 
employed, who made ufe of feveral reme- 
dies, but without any. reduction of the 
tumefaction or lamenefs. In this ftate of 
the complaint, the Tractors were had re- 
courfe to, and after cleanfing the parts. 
from the oily and greafy fubftances, which 


| 30, had 
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had been ufed, they were drawn over the 
fwelling, and extended down the arm of 
theleg. The effeéts of their applicationwere 
very foon perceived, both by the removal — 
of a great part of his lamenefs, and by the 
reduction of the tumor. As the ufe of the 
Tractors was repeated, ‚the horfe continu- 
ally derived benefit. Matter being already 
formed, when they were firft applied, 
the tumefaetion could not be entirely 
difperfed, until this was difcharged. The 
horie has been in perfeét health ever fince. 
We think we can obferve a little ftiffnefs in 
the Jeg which was lame, but this is not fo 
confiderable as to injure the animal, and 
indeed it is hardly perceptible, 


« The fuccefs of the Trafors in thefe 
cafes, has induced me to commence a courfe 

.of experiments on a valuable horfe of mine, 
in danger of lofing both his eyes from great 

inflammation and weaknefs. The com- 

plaint had been coming on for along time, 

and the eyes were already nearly loft. As I 

have 
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have juft began, I cannot yet inform thee of 
the refult, but I have a pleafure in faying, 
the profpeds are favourable. The eye 
upon which I have applied them moft is 
evidently amended,” 


er 

The Editor has been made acquainted 
with feveral other trials of the Tractors on 
” horfes, which have been attended with 
equal fuccefs to thofe already cited ; but as 
written ftatements of thefe have not been 
communicated for publication, he cannot 
take the liberty of detailing them. _ 


One cafe in particular of - 


AN ENLARGEMENT AND LAMENESS IN 
THE KNEE 


of a horfe, in the pofleffion of an Honour- 
able Baronet, is very important, and he 
regrets that the abfence of the owner, 
«who performed the cure himfelf, de- 
prives him of the opportunity of prefent- 
ing his flatement to the public. This’ 

lamenefs 
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Jamenefs and enlargement had been of fix 
months duration, and was cured in four 
days by the frequent ufe of the ‘Tractors. 


As far as the experiments have gone, I 
am authorized indeclaring, that the Metallic 
application has proved equally efficacious on 
horfes ason the human body. Thofe, who 
may be difpofed to extend the benefit of the 
TraGtors to the brute creation, will un- 
doubtedly fee the propriety of difcriminat- 
ing between difeafes which are proper for 
the Metallic Practice, and thofe which are 
of a different defcription. On this head, the 
operator will be bef inftructed by attend- 
ing to what has already been faid on the 
difeafes of the human body. Such as cor- 
‚ refpond with thefe may expect fimilar 
cffecis. 


Thofe complaints that arife, as it were, 
rom an hereditary difpofition, as is the fact 
in fome horfes, it is hardly neceflary to.re- _ 
“mark, will not find a permanent cure in 


the 
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the Tractors: but recent topical affections, 
attended with great pain, will be found 
mott fubje& to the Metallic Influence. The 
judgment of the operator muft be employed 
in afcertaining the prefence of pain. In 
this he will be affifted by remarking the 
peculiar adtions of the animal, and particu- 
larly by obferving, whether there is an une 
ufual degree of heat, and a turgidnefs of 
the blood veffels on the parts. If the dif- 
eafe is feated in the limbs a lamenefs gene- 
rally attends, Too much attention cannot 
be paid tocleanlinefs, and rendering the part, 
which is deftined for the operation, perfectly 
free from all oily and greafy fubftances. 
As fheep are generally covered with 
unduous matter, we muft not expect to 
do them fo much fervice as other animals. ~ 
When performing the application, unlefs 
from extreme inflammation the parts are 
very tender, the Traétors fhould be drawn 
harder over the fkin than on the human 
body, always obferving, that the point of 
the inftrument be introduced through the 
hair, 
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CONCLUSION. 


IN the preceding fheets, it has been the 
Editor's endeavour to prefent the public 
with the refult of various trials of the Me- 
_tallic Praétice, in feveral difeafes of the 
animal economy. 


The fubject, it is Hones has been treat- 
ed in fo plain and intelligible a manner, that 
few, on the perufal, ait be incompetent to 
‚Judge of the merits offthe Tra€tors. Some 
of the ftatements in the latter part of the 
work, it may be obferved, are not from | 
perfons of the medical profeflion. This, 
however, in the mind of the intelligent 
reader, will not leflen their weight. Men 
of fcience and of good underftanding, do 
not require to go through the forms of are-- 
cular medical education, to enable them to 
Alten any change, which may be pro- 

duced 
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duced in external affetions, when fuch 
changes are evinced by ocular demonftration i; 
of this defcription, in fact, is a great pro- 
portion of the difeafes which are found to 
be fubject to the influence of the ‘Tractors. 
Thofe who have given this Practice much 
. attention, have coincided in this remark. 


The MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL 
Review, a work which has entered 
more fully into the fubject than moft 
others, when noticing the evidence ad- 
duced in our former tract on “ the Ja- 
fence of Metallic Traäors,” obferves, _ 
« Many of the teftimonies come from per- 
“ fons not of theflledical profefhion, but 
« who, neverthelefs, feem competent on 
«& the prefent occafion, for the fubject is, for 
« the moft part, an appeal to the common 
“6 fenfes.” | 


After afcertaining that the brute creation 
is equally fubject to the influence of the 
Tradtors as man; that infants and per- 

fons 


( 286 ) 


fons in epileptic fits are alfo equally acted 
upon by them, and that oily and perfpirable 
matteris a barrier to the action of this Metal- 
lic Influence, my time would, perhaps, be 
unneceflarily employed, were I to enter 
into an elaborate defence of the Praétice 
againft the fuggeftions of thofe, who would 
afcribe its effeéts to the influence of ima- 
gination. That the human mind is capable 
of producing confiderable effeéts on the 
functions of the body is abundantly evident, 
and may be realifed in the daily occurrences 
of life; but, if we examine the fad, we 
fhall find, that as the Metallic Pra@ice is 
ufually employed, this power of the mind 
is not called into action, 

I will not pretend to fay, ki that the 
Tr actors, or a flick of wood, or a quill, or 
any thing elfe, might be fo managed as to 
produce all the effects of Amulets, Charms, 
| Mefmer ”s Animal Magnetifin, Sc. Gc. Sele& » 
an hofpital for inftance, which i is generally 

i i compofed 


{ 


( 28 


eompofed of the moft unlettered and cre- 
dulous clafs of fociety, and with any of 
thefe fubftances, it will not be a difficult 
matter to make three out of four acknow- 
ledge they have received benefit from the 
| sundt efficacious remedy, which they 
fuppofe to have been employed; but the 
fpell will foon be broken; the relief will be 
of fhort duration, and if the complaints are 
of that defcription, which, if really bene- 
fitted, would afford a by-ftander ocular proof 
of the change produced, this by-ftander 
will not be gratified ın feeing the benefit 
which the patient may fancy he has re- 
ceived-—he will not /ee inflammations 
abated, tumors reduced, perfpiration arife 
on the part alone affected, as may g generally 
be obferved on an application of the Trac» 
tors. | | by 


When making experiments in public 
inftitutions, it has ever been my cuftom to 
fele& thofe cafes that can afford another 
fpecies of evidence of the real effed which 

is 
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is produced, than the mere ‘declaration of 
the patient, viz. ocular proof to the fpec- 
tators. If cafes of this defcription could 
not be met with, and a chronic rheuma- 
tifm for inftance was the dubjeét, I have 
ever endeavoured to imprefs on the pa- 
tient’s mind, that we were makıng a fim- 
ple experiment, and knew not whether he 
would receive. the leaft benefit; that we 
withed him to defcribe his feelings exaétly, 
_and if no benefit was derived, by no means 
to pretend it. 


This is undoubtedly the faireft and 
fureft way to come to a knowledge of the 
truth, but after all, every application on 
this clafs of people, in fuch complaints, is 
extremely. fallacious. The replies of the 
. patient are equivocal; he will endeavour 
to anfwer, as he thinks will coincide with 
the fentiments of the phyfician. 


In the ordinary method of mee eat the 
Tractors, the patient, inftead of being in- 
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ipired with confidence in their efficacy; i is 
very often fo prejudiced at their fimple ap- 
pearance and mode of application; that he 
is, with much difficulty, perfuaded to fub- 
mit to the experiment, and yet this perfon 
is not deprived of any of the advantages 
which arife to others from the TON 
of the Metallic Influence’ under any other 
circumftances: 


We are often told of inftances, where 
perfons feverely afflided with the gout, 
have; by a fudden impreffion of fear, as 
from a cry of fire; &c. immediately leaps 
ed from their couch; and taken leave of 
their pains ; but none will pretend, that any 
thing like this alarm takes place when the 
fi pile appearing Traétors are produced. 


In the common mode of adminiftering 
Medicine, the patient is really as much 
liable to be influenced by his imagination, 
as in the practice we are treating of. 
When exhibited under the fandion ‘of an 


M. D. of high reputation, the precious 
U draught 
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draught will be taken with the confidence 
of ficult the very prefence and profef- 
fional importance of a Phyfician, holds 
forth to the patient’s mind a conviction 
of his fuperior fkill, and his power to 
arreft the. fate, which he imagines is 
impending. On the contrary, with the 
Traétors, the mind is under all the un- 
certainty naturally refulting from the mak- 
ing of an experiment, and will neceffarily 
be guarded againit any area. 


In fhort, when it fhall ER proved, that 
brutes, like men, are endowed with rati- 
onal faculties, and poffefs an imagination 
capable of producing changes on their 
bodies ; when it fhall be proved that infants 
and perfons in epileptic fits can alfo be in- 
fluenced by the fame power, and that a 
little oily or greafy matter effectually 
deftroys this wonderful power of the 
mind, and renders it totally inert, then | 
fhall I readily acquiefce in the fentiment, 
that what has been afcribed to the Metal- 
lic Influence is wholly a fallacy, and that 

the 
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the imagination alone is entitled to the 
credit of doing all the good that has been 
unjuftly attributed to the Tra&ors. 


It is well known, that the reputation of 
moft new difcoveries has been materially 
injured, and the credit of many ufeful re- 
Miedies brought into difrepute, from 
having been held out to the world as 
Panaceas, or as being ufeful in difeafes in 
which they had really no efficacy. The 
practice before us has not efcaped this ge-. 
neral misfortune: bothits zealous friends 
and implacable enemies have alike con- 
tributed to produce this érror in the public 
fentiment. The former, from witneffing 
its great fuccefs in forthe cafes in which it 
has been employed, imagined it ufeful 
in more difeafes than the author of the 
difcovery has conceived; and the lat- 
ter, from knowing the impoffibility of a 
panacea exifting in nature, have with much 
affiduity propagated the opinion, that the 
TraGors were recommended for all dif- 

UR 4 eafes, 
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eafes, and have advifed their ufe in corft- 
plaints, in which there was an abfolute 
certainty of their failure. 


Indeed, it is a circumftance by no means 
favourable to eftablifhing the credit of the — 
Difcovery, that the felecting of the proper 
difeafes is entrufted to the judgment of all 
thofe who have the Traétors in their pof- 
fefion, and whofe want of Medical know- 
ledge muft neceffarily fubje&t them to nu- | 
merous errors. From the acknowledged 
innocence of the operation in all cafes, it 
can be eafıly conceived, that the Practice 
" will very frequently be employed, where 
there is not the {malleft reafon to hope for 
fuccefs, and yet it muft not be expected, 
that fufficient allowance is always made 
for the neceflary, failure in fuch appli- 
cations. . 


Had the credit of the Metallic Praétice, 
" rather than a with to extend its utility as © 
much as poffible, been the objet of the 


difcoverer, he would have retained the: 
| Tractors 
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‘Tractors in the hands of a few profeflional 
men, and direéted them to be ufed in no 
cafes but fuch as they were abfolutely cer- 
tain of relieving; but his entire confidence 
in their en and his defire of renders 
ing his difcovery fubfervient to the i impor- 
tant purpofe of leffening the fufferings of 
humanity, have N him to give 
them unlimited circulation. The oblo- 
quy of oppofition he has never regarded ; if 
his practice poffeffes the merit afcribed 
to it, he refts under the conyiétion, that 
notwithftanding the unfavourable circum- 
{tances under which it comes before the 
public, thefe merits will eventually be ac- 
knowledged. 


After what has been repeatedly urged in 
the foregoing pages, on the neceffi ity of a 
due attention to the rules for employing 
this remedy, it will be fuperfluous to fay 
much on that fubjeét at prefent. The pa- 
per of directions, which attends the Trac- 
tors, is perhaps too concife to afford 

U 3 every 
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every perfon the information which is re» 
quifite for a thorough knowledge of that 
fubje&t, but as nothing can be better calcu- 
lated for exemplifying on this head, than 
the notes on the Danifh cafes, in the pre- 
ceding fheets, I have to folicit the reader’s 
ftri&t attention to them for that purpofe. 


One circumftance, however, which was 
not then mentioned, fhould not at prefent 
be omitted, and this is, that when per- 
forming the operation on parts which 
have been previoufly kept warm, by cloath- 
ing with flannel, &c. great care fhould be 
taken that they be not “expofed to too cold 
air. In the winter, the application fhould 
B all cafes be made in a room of moderate 
temperature, or near the fire; by not ob- 
ferving this caution, fome have taken cold, 
and their complaints of courfe have in- 
creafed, which has been improperly attri- 
buted tothe effect of the Traétors. 


Much 


2 Be 
"Much has been faid on the neceffity 
of perfeverance in the practice, efpecially 
in chronic cafes, ‘and which, it is hoped, 
will claim particular notice, 


If proper attention be paid to this Prac- 
tice, agreeably to the rules laid down, the 
poflefior of the Tradtors will find in them 
a valuable fpecies of property and in- 
heritance as it were in his family, for 
the numerous ills of which, they are fo 
well adapted and recommended ; but if on 
the contrary he does not adhere to thefe 
rules, but attaches to them the idea of 
an univerfal and infallible remedy, he will 
deceive others as well as himfelf, and lofe 
both his labour and money, 


The Editor has feen too much of the 
difpofition of mankind, and of the hiftories 
of all new and ufeful difcoveries, efpecial- 
_ ly thofe which affeét intereft and deep-rooted 
prejudices, to expect that this would not 
meet with affailants. 

U 4 Every 
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Every perfon has an undoubted right 
to entertain his opinion on matters of 
feience, but when a writer prefents his 
fentiments to the public, and in fupport of 
them has recourfe to mifreprefentations of 
the moft extraordinary nature, it then be- 
comes the duty of the party aggrieved, to 


correct the error by. apprifing Ep public of 
fuch abufes. | å | 


Thofe, who have not been attentive ob- 
fervers of fubjedis of this nature, can form 
but imperfeét ideas of the acrimony with 
which fome will commence their. attacks, 
The Montuty Review for April 1799, 
in its remarks on the former tract on the 
« Influence of Metallic Tractors,” has af; 
forded us an example, . 


If that Journal was read only by thofe 


who have feen the book, which it re- 
views, no obfervations would have been 


made here on the fubject. The intelli- 


gent reader himfelf would have judged of 


the 


_ I | 
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the extent of its reafonablenef$ and im- 
partiality. But Reviews are read by thou- 
fands, for the purpofe of learning the merits 
of the work treated of; and without ever 
feeing the work itfelf, or taking the trouble 
of further inveftigation, the critic’s opinion 
is often implicitly adopted. ‘The Editor 
would introduce the whole of thefe remarks, 
and pafs them over without a fingle reply, 
leaving the decifion of their merits to the 
public; but his pages, which he could 
with to meet the eye of delicacy, without 
incurring a blufh, muft not be filled with 
a fentiment, with which the critic has 
thought proper to grace the pages of the 


Monthly Review. 


As the attack is founded upon what is 
‘prefented as an extradt from the book, I 
muft requeft the reader’s attention to this 
extra, and fee with what fairnefs it is 
given, | | 


Fn 
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*# In one :cafe, page 43, (fays the Re- 
view) a patient was cured by the Tractors 
in Zwo minutes; but he had been bled 
thrice before the application,” 


Here follows the ftatement to which 
the Review refers,’ communicated by 
Joan Vaucuan, M. D.—M. P, M. 5S. 
Fellow of the Medical Society of Delaware. 


« I have operated in a few cafes only 
with your Tractors, for but few have of- 
fered fince I poffefied them. One cafe of 
nervous or hyfieric head-ache, perfeétly 
cured; a cafe of Odontalgia relieved; the 
third, a young man who had fallen nearly 
fifteen feet on the edge of an open-ended 
hogfhead, and received a confiderable con- 
tufion in the umbilical region with tumefac- 
tion. I bled him three times fo Ziztle pur- 
pofe ; but after about two minutes operation 
with the Tra¢tors, he exclaimed in ecftacy, 
‘I am well—I am well—my pain is gone?” 
The pain however returned in a lefs degree, 

but 
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but in thirty or forty minutes went off en- 
tirely, and he went to work as ufual.” 


Where the critic found that the man was 
cured in two minutes, when Dr. Vaughan 
in the fame jentence fays, the pains did 
not entirely leave him until thirty or forty 
minutes; where he difcovered in that 
"book reafons for an im/inuation, which he 
makes in another place, that the Tractors 
are recommended for “ internal inflamma- 
tions,” fo that no “ outward and vifible 
fign might be afforded” of the relief given, 
when, onthe contrary, external complaints 
only are mentioned in that book, as fuita- 
ble for this practice; where he found caufe 
for ufing the Aardy epithets of “ juggler,” 
and “ white witch’; and where he faw 
reafon for calling all thofe who have at- 
tefted to the efficacy of the Trattors “ “ars, 
dogs, &c.”” and to fay many other things 
in the fame fplenetic maniacal ftrain, | ear- 
neftly requeft the intelligent reader will 
have the goodnefs to examine the book, to 
determine. 


We 
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We fhould be wanting in refpeat to the 
very eminent profeffional character, who 
is the writer of the communication in quef- 
tion, were we to admit even the moft dif- 
tant probability of the bleeding having 
| given the relief, after his sn! (and 
Who, by being the attending phyfician, is 
moft competent to judge) that the bleeding 
* was to little purpofe,”” or were we to at- 
tempt to defend his repytation againft the 
attacks of a writer, who appears infenfi- 
ble of the impropriety of mifreprefenting 
his ftatement, and of charging him with 
being the author of fentiments which he 
never hinted at or exprefled, 


After thefe remarks on the Editor’s 
pamphlet, the critic notices the publication 
of Mr. Lancwortnuy, fome of the con- 
tents of which may be feen in the preceding 
pages. No quotation is addticed from this 


book, upon which the obje@tions might be — 


founded, but the following i is given as the 
ithe of the work: 


* i sai The 


——— 
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« The moft material information to be 
gained from this pamphlet, and its title 
page, which an American would ftile 
lengthy, is, that Mr. Lansworrar fells. 
Tra&ors at Bath, by commiffion from Mr. 
PERKINS, the original manufacturer in 
London.” 


It ftrongly occurs to me, that whoever 
reads the publication of Mr. Lancwor- 
THY, will fee /omething elfe than a mere 
advertifement that he has the Tractors for 
fale. Every Review, however, which 
has noticed it, has exprefled a different 
opinion. One, which, in a former inftance, 
fhewed no inconfiderable degree of fcepti- » 
cifm on the fubjet of the Metallic Prac- 
tice, remarks on Mr. Lancworruy’s 
publication as follows : 


« Mr. Lancwortsy is a ftaunch ad- 
wocate for the Perkiriean ele@tricity, or for 
the ufe of the Metallic Tra&tors, invented 
by Dr. PERKINS; ufes the fame arguments 

in 
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in favour of them, that Mr. Parking 
had before advanced, and adds a con- 
fiderablé number of cafes in which they 
are faid to be employed with advantage. 
Mr. Laneworruy is fettled at Bath, and 
with a view of giving opportunities to the 
Medical practitioners of that place, to ef- 
timate the real value of the inftrument, he 
offers his affiftance to any paupers in the 
hofpitals, and propofes operating in the 
prefence of their Medical attendants. This 
is certainly candid, and it is right to cb: 
ferve, that feveral of the cafes here pub- 
lifhed, are attefted by the fignatures of the 
patients, who are, in general, perfons of 
fuch credit, as entirely to preclude all fuf- 
picion of an intention to deceive.” 


Britifh Critic, April, 1799. 


The Editor has always held himfelf in 
readinefs to meet any perfons, to affift and 
do every thing in his power which could 
Promote an inveftigation of the merits of 

4 | this 
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this difcovery, either by the unerring rule 
of fair experiment, or any other method’ 
which fhould be conceived equally pro- 
per; but he muft be excufed if he declines 
having any communication to that pur- 
pofe, with thofe who feel no repugnance 
in affuming the, liberties we have in- 
ftanced. 


It will, perhaps, appear to fome, that. 
the Reviewers anımadverfion has been 
dwelt upon longer than was neceflary, but 
for reafons too obvious to be mentioned, 
it has been judged neceflary in the pre- 
fent inftance. to notice the fubject more 
fully. If the reader is defirous of knowing 
the fentiments of other periodical writers, 
he will find them in pages 97, 98, and 99 
of this book. 


It is due to the enlightened nation and 
country in which the Editor refides, to 
acknowledge, that many men of refpecta- 

bility 
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bility and real fcience, have treated this 
difcovery with great candour: Such as 
have had opportunities to fee the effeéts 
of the Tractors; have frankly acknow- 
ledged their merits, and have contributed 
to extend their beneficial effects, by pro- 
curing patients for the Praétice; This 
remark, however; muft not be fuppofed 
to comprehend every individual of the 
Medical profeflion. On all difcoveries, 
there are perfons, who, withoüt defcend- 
ing to any enquiry into the truth, pre- 
tend to know, as it were, by znturtion 
that newly afferted fads are founded 
in the grofleft errors. There were thofe 
"who knew that Harvey’s report of the 
circulation of the blood, was a prepofter- 
ous and ridiculous fug¢eftion, and in lat- 
ter days there were others who Anew that 
FRANKLIN deferved reproach, for declar- 
ing that points were preferable to balls 
for protecting buildings from light- 
ning. 
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This dogmatical attachment to old 
practices, which is generally to be found 
moft among thofe who have taken fhallow 
draughts at the Pierian Spring, is the bane 
of ufeful improvements. It is only the 
‚real philofopher, who, fenfible of the eX- . 
treme limitation of our knowledge; fufpends 
his opinion on newly afferted faéts, until 
they can be fubjected to fair inveftiga- 
tion. 


On the Theory of this Metallic Opera- 
tion, little need be faid. That the Trac- 
tors act on the Galvanic principle (q) is very 
| generally 


(2) For a knowledge of the wonderful effets which 
are produced by the application of metals to the nerves 
and mufcles of animals, or by what is called the Gar- 
VANIC EXPERIMENTS, fee the works of Vaux, VoL- 
TA, Fowier, Monro, Cayatto, VoNHUMBOLT, 
&c. Peas ANG 
CAVALLO, whofe numerous philofophical inveftigations 
have been fo univerfally honoured. by the approbation of 
the learned world, after fumming up moft of tbe imper- 
tant facts which have been difcovered relating to this 
fubje@, comes to the following conclufion : 
| x The 
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generally believed by thofe who have given 
the fubje&t much attention: but I fhall not 
_ confider 


< The principal phenomena of animal electricity, viz. 
the property of being put in motion by a Metallic 
communication being made between the nerve and 
mufcles, is not peculiar to a few animals only, but feems 
to be a property of all; a law of nature which admits of 
few exceptions, and even thefe exceptions are of a very 
doubtful nature. 

« The experiments have already been tried with a 
great variety of terreftrial, aerial and aquatic animals. 

‘« The human body, whilft undergoing certain chi- 
rurgical operations on its recently amputated limbs, have 
"been convulfed by the application of metals. From the 
ox and the horfe down to the fly, the effets of Metallic 
applications have been repeatedly and unequivocally ob- 
ferved: with fome the power lafts longer than with 
others ; the movements alfo are more or lefs evident and 
powerful, according to the various nature and difpofition 
øf the animals. ! | 

& The leg of a recently dead horfe was agitated fo vio- 
lently by the application of a fhilling and a bit of tin-foil, 
that the ftrength of a robuft man was unable to check the 
blow. Several animals, which fome time ago were 
thought not to be affected by the contact of metals, have 
been lately caufed to contraét, in confequence of the dif- 
covery of more ative metallic combinations, or of fome 
of their more fenfible parts, : - 

ss The preceding pages contain all the remarkable facts 
that I have been able ta collect, relative to a fubject which 
is 


Se 
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confider it any difparagement to the Praca 
tice, if I admit that the prefent knowledge 
of the laws and properties of that principle 
is fo limited, as not to allow of our giving 
of the modus operand: a complete and fatis- 
factory explanation. The rational enquirer 
will not hold in lefs eftimation a remedy, 
whofe utility can be proved by the unerrin g 
teft of experiment, if the manner of its 


is likely to become of great importance. Thofe furprifing 

effects of an unknown caufe, generally inexplicable, and 

fometimes contradictory, feem toadmit of no theory 
fufficiently probable or fatisfactory; nor can we yet fee 
how they may be applied for the benefit of mankind. An 

attentive confideration of the fubje&t, will naturally fug- 

geft fome doubts and queries, which can only be anfwered: 
by future experiments and difcoveries. In what manner 

does artificial electricity affect the mufcles ? Does it act 

as a mere ftimulus, or otherwife ? Where is the animal 

electricity generated, and by what mechanifm is it tranf- 

mitted from one part of the body to the other ? Does it 

proceed from the brain, or is every nerve actuated by 

that generating power? What reafon can there be for 

the neceflüty of ufing two different metals? And after 

all, are thefe phenomena the effects of electricity, or of 

fome other unknown fluid, fui generis.” Complete Trea- 

Sife on Elegfricity, vol, iii. page 69. 


X 2 operation: 
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operation is unknown. The moft valuable 
medicines in the materia medica, att on 
principles of which we are totally igno- 
rant. None have ever yet been able to ex~ 
plain how opium produces fleep, how mer- 
cury cures fyphilis, or how bark cures in- 
termittent fevers, and yet few, it is hoped, 
will be fo abfurd as to defift from the ufe 
of thofe important articles, becaufe they 
know nothing of the principle of their ope- 
ration. The navigator will hardly be dif- 
pofed to lay afide the ufe of the mariner’s 
compafs, and think it of no value, becaufe 
he is unable to explain the phenomenon of 
magnetifm, and to aflıgn reafons for the 
- polar attractions. 


When we find that the nature of many 
difeafes, the proximate caufe of fever, for 
inftance, has engaged the attention of fuch 
charaGters as BoERHAAVE, CULLEN, 
| Brown, Darwin, GIRTANER, &c. and 
drawn forth from them feverally theories, 
which they conceived to. be fatisfactory, 

but 
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but which at this period, have left the 
fubjed as obfcure as ever, it fhould 
feem that men would reft contented with 
poffeffing the means of cure, without run- 
ning into laborious and unprofitable conjec- 
tures, which only ferve to miflead and de- 
ceive the practitioner. An elegant writer, 
(fee Dr. Moor’s Medical Sketches) re- 
marks, ‘* The fate of every theory hitherto 
invented to explain the proximate caufe of 
fevers, might, one would naturally think, 
deter from an attempt in which fo many 
have failed ; yet fo partial are we to what 
we conceive to be our own original ideas, 
fo natural are fuch inveftigations to the 
active and inquifitive mind of man, and fo 
neceflary are difquifitions of this nature to 
thofe whofe profeffiion it is to lecture to 
medical ftudents, that it is probable a new 
theory will always be founded on the ruins 
of the laft that is overfet. 


“The experience of ages has proved, 
that the great and ultimate object of 
X 3 the 
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the art of medicine, the power of curing 
difeafes, is more effeCtually attained by dili- 
gently obferving the courfe and fymptoms 
of diftempers, and the effects of the means 
ufed for their relief, than the moft plaufible 
reafonings on their fup pdfkd nature. and 
caufes,” 


On the action of the Metallic In-. 
fluence, we have, in the former part of‘ 
this work, (fee page 38) a theory from. 
Profeffor ABILDGAARD, the Secretary of: 
the Royal Academy of feiences at Copen- 
hagen, a philofopher, (1). whofe difcoveries 
in eleétricity, and whofe inveftigations in. 
phyfiology, and other branches of fcience,. 
rank him among the firft literary characters 
in Europe. The Profeffor’s explanation 
of the phenomenon of the operation of the 


(r) A foreign Journal has recently announced, that 
Profelfor ABiLDGAARD has lately obtained from 
Greenland a fofil, which, on analyfıs, he difcovers to 
contain alumin in combination with fuoric acid; a 
mineralogical phenomenon not before met with. 


_ Tractors 
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Tra&tors is extremely ingenious and plau- 
fible, but it may be faid of this, as of moft 
other theories, that fome hypothefes are 
employed, and of courfe it cannot be reduced 
‘to actual demonftration. | 


After afcertaining that there exifts in 
the whole animal creation a fubtile princi- 
ple, call it a fluid or whatever elfe you 
pleafe, which is fo extremely fufcep- 
tible of the influence of metals, as to be 
excited to powerful action by their appli- 
cation, and to fuch a degree indeed as to 
be made to evince motion, and other fymp- 
toms of life, after vitality is apparently re- 
moved, it will not be an irrational conclu- 
fion, that the effects produced by our Metal- 
lic Application in difeafes, are to be afcribed 
to fome attraäling a€tion on this general 
and all pervading power. 


It is agreed, by both the advocates and 
oppofers of the Metallic Traétors, that 


their effets mu/? be explained on the Gal- 
ALA vanic 
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vanic or electric principle, or on the ima- 
gination, and indeed we may add me- 
chanical irritation. On the three former 
of thefe I thall fay no more than what has 
already been advanced, and the improba- 
bility of the latter renders perhaps any 
obfervations on that head unneceflary. No 
men of tolerable underftanding, I am dif- 


pofed to think, have ever /eriou/ly urged 


this in explanation of the principle of thé 


Metallic Operation. Some who had taken 


a violent part againit this difcovery in. 


America, after having failed in pr oving 
that the ‘Praétors ented through the me- 
dium of imagination, attempted to produce 
a prejudice in the public mind, by fuggeft- 
ing that the relief given was owing to the 
mechanical irritation of the points of the 
inftruments ; ; but the abfurdity of this idea 
was foon detected. It did not require an, 
immoderate fhare of penetration to infer, 
that any irritation, efpecially I fuch as would 
arife from the Scratching of a fharp pointed 
inftrument, on tender cuticular inflamma- 
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tions, as in eryfipelas, tetters &c.,inftead of 
giving relief, muft do a material injury, 
Let thofe who are difpofed to afcertain 
the validity of this mode of explanation, 
try the feratching of a tiff brufh, fharp 
pointed quills, or any other hard pointed 
fubftances, and fee if a tender inflamma- 
"tion will fubfide. All trials for this pur- 
pofe, in pains unattended with external in- 
flammation, efpecially on unlettered females 
and fubjects of feeble minds, are undecifive. 


The learned Dr. Vaucuan, whofe in» 
genious paper on this practice met with 
the approbation of the Medical Society (s) 

| | of 


(s) The following letter was addrefled to Dr. 
Vavcnkan, by James Tırron, M. D. Prefident of 
the Medical Society of the State of Delaware, on his 
confenting to have the Differtation publifhed: [For 
fome extracts from this Differtation, fee “ Influence of 
Metallic Traéiors,” page 90. } = 

sc Dear Sir, 

« Tam glad you have at length overcome the re- 
firaints of diffidence, by giving us your thoughts on 
Electricity, in explanation of Dr. Perxıns’s Metallic 
Operation. That fome general principle exifts, which 

| gives 
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ofthe ftate of Delaware, before which it was 
read, has fome Oblervationls on this fubjeét. 


gives metals a powerful Be ence on the animal 
æconomy, is now univerfally acknowledged by philofo- 
phers the: moft candid and beft qualifted to judge. In-, 
Read of involving Dr. Perxins in the difgrace of. 
MesMER, I apprehend we ought rather to contraft the 
bone/t man with the rogue; for, without art or affecta-— 
tion, Dr. PERKINS barely difclofes ufeful facts, by means 
the moft fimple and eafy, 

< It muft be confefled, however, that many reject our: | 
general principle: like infidels to the gofpel, they admit 
of no myfteries, and refufe to believe what they do not: 
readily comprehend. Others, who acknowledge that a 
general principle pervades the animal ceconomy, on which 
ie metals have influence, neverthelefs difpute,about what 
this notable power may be. Both thefe clafles of men ought 
to thank you. To the one you have given a reafan they 
did not apprehend, and the other fhould with for the beft 
account known or well underftood, For my part, I 
frankly confefs, I fhall be fatisfied with the principle of 
ANIMAL ELECTRICITY, until the phenomena are better 
explained by means of fome other. . 

‘ By publifhing to the world: the thoughts you have. 
digefted and arranged on Animal Eleétricity, and the 
manner in which it explains: the Metallic Operations, 
you will at leaft invite difcuffion, and may RZ with the 
reft of your brethren by the event. 

se With great refpect, I am, dat Sir, 
& Your friend and humble fervant, 
“ James Tinton.” 


le 
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« It is argued by fome (he fays) who 
are oppofed to the Metallic Operation, that 
"the efficacy of the Traétors depends merely 
on a counter irritation produced by fric- 
tion. I would afk thefe dogmatıfts, how 
metallic frigtion cures burns or topical in- 
flammation ? Does not the leaft impref- 
fion on an inflamed part produce pain, 
and would not friction augment the evil? 
Phlegmons, and fome other topical inflam- 
mations, may often be removed by exciting 
a counter irritation with blifters, &c. but 
blifters feldom anfwer any valuable pur- 
pofe in local inflammations, accompanied 
with exceffive action of the arterial fyftem, 
until the fever is previoufly diminifhed.” 


Againft this Practice, indeed, one other 
argument has been advanced in this coun- 
try.—Perhaps fome of my readers may 
conceive any attempt at its refutation an 
impeachment of their juftice and under- 
ftandıng ; but, as every one may not be of 

vis? thig 
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this fentiment, I muft be indulged in noe | 
ticing it. It has been faid “ to be a fufpi~- 
cious circumftance againft this pra@tice, that: 
its introducer Aas taken-out a Patent for the. 
difcovery, and offered the Tra@ors for 
fale.” The wife and venerable legiflators 
of this and every other nation, which foli- 
"berally promote the advancement of {cience 
and the ufeful arts, have thought proper ta 
grant, as an encouragement to the exer- 
tions of genius, the exclufive right of en- 
joying, for a limited time, the advantages 
and emoluments which any difcovery or 
invention may produce, In ftri@ con- 
formity to thefe laws, founded on the moft 
- equitable principles, have I aéted. If this 
is determining otherwife than the moft 
philanthropic and beft members of fociety 
are daily in the habit of doing, I will fub- 
fcribe to the guilt, and acknowledge the 
heinoufnefs of the offence, even to the ex- 
tent which thofe who have thought proper 
to fuggeft the objeCtion would carry it. To. 
have traverfed the Atlantic, and to have fuf- 

fered 
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fered the expences which attend the propas 
gation of this new practice, againft hofts of 
prejudice and intereft, without a compenfa- | 
. tion, were more than my finances would 
allow, or than a juft and reafonable people 
would require. 


Among patents for every fpecies of in- 
vention, none have to encounter more op- 
pofition, and, in confequence, fubject the 
introducer to greater expences, than thofe 
which relate to improvements in medicine. 
_Ithaslong beena maxim with many (t) ofthe 
faculty to fet their faces againft every reme- 
dy, the exclufive right of ufing which has 
been granted to an individualwy patent. The 
abufes of empiricifm are held out as the 
oftenfible motive for this, and, to a degree, 
the maxim is undoubtedly a reafonable one. 
To the Metallic Praétice, however, none 


(t) God forbid I fhould here, or in any other part of 
this book, mean to cenfure, or fpeak difrefpetfully of the 
profeffion indifcriminately, for there are belonging to it 
men of great candor and philanthropy. 


of 
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of the. obje&tions which are raifed againft 
quack medicines can with juftice be ap- 
plied; the zunocence of the remedy alone 
muft filence every clamour on this head. 
But much penetration is not required to 
develope the caufe of this per/ecution. 
Men, by entering into the medical pro- 
felon, are not neceflarily divefted of any 
" of thofe paflions or inclinations. which are. 
fo univerfally implanted in the human 
breaft. That principle, which we are told 
“ acts the foul,” it would be abfurd to 
pretend, does not influence any particular 
clafs in the community. Will the medical 
man, who has fpent much money and 
labour in the purfuit of the.arcana of 
phyfic, and on the exercife of which 
depends his fupport in life, proclaim the 
inefficacy of his art, and recommend a 
remedy to his patient, which the moft 
unlettered in fociety can employ as advan- 
tageoufly as himfelf? and a remedy, too, 
which, unlike the drops, the pills, the 
_ powders, &c. of the materia medica, is 7z- 
| | confumable, 


| ee 
confumable, and ever in readinefs to be 
employed in fucceffive difeafes ? 


From the fame fource whence fprang 
the above complaint, comes another, viz. 
££ that the price at. which the ‘Tractors are 
fold, fhould be an objection to adopting the 
practice.” I beg leave to afk how many vifits 
“does he (u) ufually make for the fam at 
which the Tractors are offered for fale? 
or rather may the queftion be put to any of 
his London patients, how many inftances 
have occurred, to their knowledge, in which 
he has declined receiving Års guinea per vifit, 
or for each daily facrifice of the five. mi- 
nutes which he devotes to writing his pre- 
{criptions, from a confcientious compunction 
that he was more than adequately reward- 
ed, and. in cafes indeed, where his vifits 
have been daily continued, for weeks, 


(u) The medical charadter, here alluded to, is in pof- 
fefion of a practice as /ucrative, as his treatment of the 
Metallic Tractors has been illiberal and unmanly. 


without 
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without affording any relief? It were rea 
fonable that men, before they offer to take 
away the mote from the eyes of others, 
fhould remove the beam from their own. 


But this kind of refponfe, although pro- 
voked by an attack of the fame ftrain, is 
unworthy to be adopted here, and muft 
not occupy more of thefe pages. Who- 
ever has fairly examined the merits of 
the Trattors, by the teft of experiment, 
and rated their value by their ufefulnefs, 
has never pronounced them dear; and 
_ thofe who know the facrifices attendant on 
all attempts at fo confiderable innovations, 
cannot honefily grudge the price. 


This difcovery is the refult of many years 
laborious and painful inveftigation. The 
numerous, expenfive, and variegated ex- 
periments, which Dr. Perxins, of Ame- 
rica, inftituted in the profecution of his 
object, and which he purfued, to the total 
neglect of his other profeffional calls, for a 
| | length 
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length of time previous to the prefent per- . 
fection of his praétice, fo involved his af- 
fairs, that the happy iffue of his inveftiga- 
tions alone, refcued himfelf and a numerous 
family from the confequent diftreffing em- 
barrafiment. 


The wealthy confeffedly have the advan- 
tages of the practice in their power; and 
the poor, fo far as individual exertion 
can extend the fame to them, are ‘not 
deprived of its benefits. Both in this 
country and America, they have ever had 
| gratuitoufly the perfonal attention of thofe 
concerned in the propagation of the dif- 
covery; Dr. PERKINS, on the other fide of 
the Atlantic, ever held himfelf in readinefs 
to attend to their calls, and. received no 
other compenfation than the pleafure of 
relieving their {ufferings, which indeed 
was to him an ample reward. The Editor 
has done no lefs in this country., Thofe 
who know his bounties to feveral inftitu- 


tions for the reception of the poor, and to 
Y individuals, 
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individuals, humanely difpofed to attend 
to and relieve the pains of the affliéted, 
and his own aflıduous attention to fıck 
paupers in various and diftant parts of this 
metropolis, without receiving a pecuniary 
compenfation, will withhold from him their ~ 
cenfure or complaint. 


But on this head it is unneceflary to en- 
large. The feveral fubjeéts hinted at in 
thefe concluding remarks, have already ex- 
tended this work to an unreafonable length ; 
fuch remarks fhall therefore be difconti- 
nued, but not without reiterating the Edı- 
tor’s willingnefs, and even earneft defire, to 
afford every affiftance to thofe who may be 
fincerely difpofed to inveftigate the merits 
of the Metallic Practice with candour and 
impartiality. To do this he regards as his 
duty to mankind, to the Difcovery, to. its 
Author, and to himfelf. | 
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APPENDIX. (No.1). .- 


THE Editor is indebted to Mr. LANG 
WORTHY for the following communica- å 
tions, to whom it will be RE they are 
addreffed ; Mr. L ’s book having been. 
‚publifhed before they were received, necef- 
farily deprived him of the opportunity of 
giving them a place in that work. | 


Several perfons of diftindion, friends to 
Mr. LAMBERT (the worthy and refpeét- . 
able character who was inftrumental in 
procuring the Tra&tors) having. a. know- 
ledge of thofe. cafes, and conceiving them 
too important to be withheld EN the 
public, have intimated a defire of feeing 
them in the prefent work. This affords 
an additional motive for inferting them. 


12° THE 
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THE REV. THOMAS DAVIES Of SHER- 


RINGTON, to MR. CHARLES C. LANG- 
WORTHY, SURGEON, BATH. | 


et: SIR, 

“ I feel a pleafure in communicating to 
you what I have witnefled of the influence 
of the Metallic Tractors in relieving the 
afflicted, in the two following cafes efpe- 
cially; befides {everal Inftances of ToorH 
ACHE, Heap-acue,. &c. in which their 
efficacy was alfo fully proved. 


« The firft cafe, which I fhall here but 
juft mention, is that of Miss GAUNTLETT, 
a young woman of my parifh, of whofe 
extraordinary complaints and fufferings you 
have had already, I find, fome knowledge, 
by report; but that which the Tractors 
were now immediately applied to was, 


A PARALYSIS OF THE @SOPHAGUS, 


which had, for more chart a year and a 
half, entirely deprived her of the power 
4 | of 
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of taking any fuftenance, but by the means 
ofa proper tube; which, wonderful as it 
may appear, was, by the ufe of the Traétors, 
reftored. Of the particulars of this cafe 
I here forbear making further mention, as 
Mifs GAUNTLETT is about to fend them to 
you herfelf, and to which I fhall beg leave 
to refer you, 


“ ‘The other cafe, in which a complete 
cure was effected by the TraCtors, and that 
by only three applications, for about half 
half an hour each time, was an 


ACUTE RHEUMATISM. 


« The patient was a widow woman of 
this parifh, upwards of fifty years of age, 
and had been for feveral years grievoufly 
affli@ed in almoft all her joints and limbs, 
but which at laft was confined to both her 
knees. Thefe were inflamed and {welled 
to that degree, that fhe was unable to 

AX. 3 move 
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move or ftir. without all the pains and 
tortures ufually attendant on fuch com- 
plaints. | 


“ Should the publifhing of the above 
cafes in any meafure contribute towards 
‚removing the prejudices which may prevail 
agaınft fo ufeful a EIER you are at 
herz fo to do. 

I am, Sır, with due Be 

your very obedient humble fervant, 


THOMAS DAVIES.” 
Sherrington, 
"January 22d, 1799. 


Here far the Poca from Milfs 
GAUNTLETT, the lady mentioned in the 
laft letter, addreffed alfo to Mr. Lane- 
WORTHY. Ä 


Sit, 

“ Being informed by my brother, the 
Rev. Mr. GAUNTLETT, that you are de- 
firous of receiving from me a ftatement of 
the relief I experienced from the applica- 

tion 
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tion of Mr. Perkıns’s Metallic Tradtors, 
I will accordingly give you a brief account 
of the cafe. I cannot, indeed, think of 
enumerating all my complaints, and ftat- 
ing my cafe at large, as that would be the 
work of a volume, having laboured under 
a complication’ of very extraordinary dif- 
orders for more than eight years ; but of 
the complaint, from which I have been re- 
lieved by the Tractors, the following are 
the particulars : 


“In the beginning of June 1797, in 
addition to my ufual afflictions, I was feized 
with a violent pain in.my fide, and fome 
other complaints, which were fuppofed to 
be dangerous, About a month after this 
attack, I was frequently in a ftate of infen- 
ibility. In this fituation liquids were 
often put into my mouth, which would not 
pais the throat, and when I became fen- 
fible, I found 

THE POWER OF SWALLOWING WAS 
TOTALLY LOST. | 


Y 4 “ At 
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« At this time I was attended by Mr. 
Bow Le, a Surgeon of Market Lavington, 
who applied blifters, electricity, &c. but 
without any effect. After continuing in 
this ftate about twelve days, Mr. BowLE 
thought of the expedient of fupporting me 
with liquids through an elaftic tube, put 
down the throat into the ftomach ; and this 
contrivance, I have reafon to believe, was 
the providential means of preferving my 
life. 


ce In this manner was I fupported till 
June 1798, when I was taken with a vio- 
lent ficknefs. Nature made many efforts 
"to throw off the offending matter, but was 
for a long time prevented by the paralyfis 
of the throat. At length, however, a vo- 
miting commenced, rise continued for 
four or five hours, and a large quantity of 
coagulated blood and matter was thrown 
off my ftomach. The ad of vomiting in 
{ome meafure reftored the power of action 
in my throat, fo that I was enabled, though | 
| with, » 
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. with difficulty, that night and the next 
morning to {wallow fome {mall quantities 
of liquor, without the ufe of my tube; but 
- in the courfe of the day the power was to- 
tally loft again. After this I had two or 
three returns of the power of {wallowing, © 
fimilar to that mentioned above, but al- 
ways of fhort duration, fo that I was 
obliged to continue the ufe of the tube. 
But from this extraordinary. complaint, 
about fix weeks fince, I was wonderfully 
relieved by the application of the Tra¢tors. 


« EnMUND LAMBERT, Efq; of Boyton, 

a very refpectable and well-known gentle- 
man and magiftrate, purchaied a fet of the - 
Tractors, which he recommended me to 
ufe.. ‘The Rev. Mr. Davies, the rector 
“of Sherrington, who is well {killed in the 
theory of medicine, was fo obliging as to 
apply them. Ifubmitted to the operation, 
but with little expectation or hope of any 
relief. In about the fpace of fifteen or 
twenty minutes, I felt a great tingling and 
| heat 
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heat in my throat, which was afterwards 
followed by a gentle perfpiration. After 
this tingling and heat, I found the ation 
of my throat fo far recovered as to be able 
to {wallow the faliva. I then called for a 
glafs of water, which I drank without any 
great difficulty. After a few hours the 
‚power of {wallowing was again loft, and in 
the manner already mentioned, was again 
reftored the next day by the ufe of the 
Tractors, Na) 


“ Tn lefs than a fortnight, by the re- 
peated ufe of the Traétors, the adtion of 
my throat was perfectly reftored, and I 
have been-able to fupport myfelf from that 
time to the prefent without the ufe of my 
tube. Ihe above is a ftatement of facts, 
and if you think them important, you are 
at liberty to publifh them, 


« Tam, Sir, 
“ Your humble fervant, 


“ ELIZABETH GAUNTLETT. ~ 


Sherrington, near Heytefbury, 
Wilts, Jan. zıfl, 1799. 


( ag I 
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LETTER FROM EDMUND LAMBERT, ESQ. 
OF BOYTON, TO MR. LANGWORTHY. 


“ Sir, Ber 

“ Having been informed that fome per- 
{ons are prejudiced againft the ufe of Dr. 
PERKINS's Metallic Traétors, in juftice to 
them, I ftate to you what I have experienced 
of their efficacy. I purchafed a fet of the 
Traétors about two months ago, at that 
time, with a view of immediately lending 
them to my neighbour, the Rev. Mr. 
Davies, of Sherrington, who made ufe of 
them with the defired effe& in two or three 
cafes, the particulars of which I underftand 
will be communicated to you. I fhall 
therefore confine myfelf to the proofs I 
have had of their efficacy in my own fa- 
mily. Befides being effedtual in removing 
in feveral inftances the TooTH-ACHE, there 
are two cafes which particularly merit no- 


tice, one of which refpects myfelf. 


“ I have 
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« I have been. for. many years feverely 
afflıcied with 
THE Gout, 


and ufually had violent fits of it every four 
or five weeks. Since, however, I have 
been in poffeffion of the Tra&tors, I have 
had nothing like a fevere paroxyfm, having 
applied them at the firft {ymptoms of a re- 
turn, and found them effedual in drawmg 
off the inflammation : fo that the name (x) 
which Dr. Perkins has given them is, in 
my apprehenfion, characteriftic of their ae 
tion, and notion, that fome ignorant per- 
fons have imbibed, of their repelling the 
gout, fully refuted. The laft attack 
was about three weeks fince: I was feized 
in the night with a violent pain in my 
right knee, and had all the ufual fymptoms 
of an approaching fevere fit, The Trac- 
tors were applied three times on the fol- 
lowing day, and at evening I had the hap- 
pinefs to find all my fears difpelled, the 
pain and inflammation being entirely drawn 


(x) From the Latin verb Traho, to draw. 
off 
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off, and nothing remained but a fmall des 
gree of ftiffnefs, which was removed the - 
next morning, by ten minutes ufe of the 
Tractors, and, I thank God, I have been 
perfeétly well ever fince. _ 


« The other cafe to which I alluded, was 
that of a fervant of my brother-in-law, 
Mr. Seymor, of Hanford, Dorfet, who, 
in coming to my houfe, had the misfortune, 
by a fall, during the late frofty weather, to 


BRUIZE THE KNEE, 


near the patella, in fuch a manner as 
to produce a great inflammation, and totally 
prevent his walking. Upon the applica- 
tion of the Tractors the inflammation 
abated, and, in lefs than half an hour, to 
the man’s great aftonifhment, he was able 
to walk as well as ever, and has had no 
fymptoms of the injury fince, though his 
knee remained difcoloured by the bruife a 
long time afterwards. 


« T have only to add, that, in every in- 
ftance in which my fet of the Tractors 
| | have 
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have been tried, they have been found to 
anfwer the defired end. If you think this 
letter will be of any fervice in eftablifhing 
the deferved reputation of Dr. PERKINS's 
Difcovery, you are at liberty to publifhit. ~ 
#4, ame voit | 
& your obedient fervant, 
“ EDMUND LAMBERT.” 
Boyton, near Heytefbary, Wiltfhire, gore 
January 23d, 1799. | OF 


Thefe cafes alone, were no other adduced, 
ought to fatisfy the moft determined fceptic — 
of the efficacy of the Tractors. © Their ac- 
tion, in the dreadful complaint of Mifs 
GAUNTLETT, is decifive. The Lady “ fub- 
mitted to the operation with little hope or 
expé¢tation of any relief,” which precludes 
the poffibility of the change having been pro- 
duced by any influence on the imagination. 


As this affection in the throat undoubt- 
edly arifes from fome conftitutional infir- 
" mities, there is too much reafon for appre- 
hending recurrences of the fymptoms. This 
is rendered the more probable, as it feems 

to 


Ber 


to be of a paralytic nature, which clafs of 
difeafes, efpecially when dependant on 
fome conftitutional debilities, are, above all 
others, moft liable to relapfes, and indeed, 
in time, to become even unfufceptible of the 
powers of the fame remedies, which, at 
firft, operated efficacioufly. 


The circumftance to which Mr. Lam- 
BERT alludes, refpecting the falfe opinion 
of fome perfons, that the gout may be re- 
pelled by the Tra@tors, affords an inftance 
of the mean artifices employed to diferedit 
them. -So fuccefsfully, indeed, has this 
{tory been propagated, that the Editor has 
feveral times had occafion to anfwer queries 
on this fubjeét from his correfpondents in 
the country, many of whom were deterred 
from ufing them in the gout, from appre- 
henfion that their effects would be injurious, 
Determined oppofers feldom yield a contro- 
verfy for want of refources with which to 
combat. Firft, it is declared that the ap- 
plication of the Traétors is totally nugatory, 
and that what is aflerted of their efficacy is 

| | unfounded ; 
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unfounded: This pofition heing proved to 
be falfe on experiment, it is next alledged, 
by the fame perfons, that their effects are 
deleterious, and, of courfe, fhould not be 


employed ! 


On this fubject I fhall merely obferve, 
‘J have never feen or heard of an inftance 
in which harm accrued from their applica- 
tion inthe gout. The circumftance, which 
muft have been obferved by every perfon 
who praétifes with them, of the pain follow- 
ing the courfe of the inftruments, as they 
are drawn towards the extremity, alone 
proves their attradting influence. It is al- 
ways proper to avoid expofing any part, 
and efpecially thofe affected with the gout, 
during the application, to a cold atmo- 
fphere, as a metaftatis, or a transferring of 
the difeafe from one part to another, may 
thus very eafily be produced. From not 
paying due attention to this caution, injury 
may havearifen, and improperly attributed. 


to the Tractors. 


er 


APPENDIX. (No IL) 


AFTER the preceding pages were 
printed off, the Editor, by accident, read 
the following Title-page of a Tradt, pub- 
lifhed by Mr. C.H. WILKINSON, Surgeon, 
Adminifterer and Praétifer in Ele&tricity: 

— The Efeös of Eleäricity in Paralytic 
and Rheumatic Affections, Gutta Serena, 
Deafne/s, Indurations of the Liver, Dropfy, 
Chlorofis, and many Female Complaints, &c. 
" Slluftrated with a Variety of Cafes which 
have occurred at the Medico-EleGrical 
Rooms, No. 10, Leicefler-flreet, Leicefter- 
fquare. To which are added, fome Obferva= 
tions on the Ineficacy of Metallic Tradors.” 


After adducing thus San, of the Title- 
page, no apology for briefly adyerting to 
7 this — 
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this publication can here be required: 
And firft, to fhew the reader how the 
«“ inefficacy of Metallic Traétors” is here 
proved, the contents of the work fhall briefly 
be given. The author commences by ad- 
vertifing the public of his having “ fitted. 
. up, at No. 10, Leicefter-ftreet, 1 Scene 
{quare, an appropriate and extenfive appa- 
ratus; and, to accommodate thofe who 
prefer the adminiftration of electricity at 
their own houfes, Mr. W. has arranged a 
‘number of portable eleétric machines, 
which he equally fuperintends. Terms 
for attendance; to be eleétrified every day 
at the Medico-Eleärical Rooms, one gui- 
nea'per week ; to be accommodated with 
an apparatus at their own houfes, and 
there attended daily, two guineas per 
week.” — | 


To thefe fucceed, after the Preface, the 

# variety of cafes,” which amount to 
TWELVE in number! as follows: Two of 
Hemiplegia, the firft patient cured in two 
months, 
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Months, and the fecond much benefited ; 
one of Gutta Serena, nearly cured in five 
weeks; two Scrofulous Tumours; the 
firft cured in a month, and the fecond in 
fix weeks; one of Menorrhoea; one of 
Paralyfis of the Bladder, cured in fix 
weeks; one of the Paralyfis of the Vefi- 
culæ Seminales, cured in a fortnight; two 
of the Enlargement of the Teftes, the firft 
cured in a month; and the fecond, after 
having electricity applied two months, 
“ from further perfeverance it is probable 
he might have been cured ;” two of Rheus 
matifm, the firft cured in nine weeks, and 
the fecond in a few. days. In many of the 
above cafes, it is proper to add, that medi- 
cines were at the time adminiftered, and 
that electricity was ufed daily. 


After this “ variety” of proofs of the 
efficacy of eleétricity, and fome obfervations 
on the cafes, follows a brief account of 
the Difcovery of GALVINI, and the fubie- 
quent improvements by others; the author 
| 44 then 
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then concludes, by devoting a page to 
proving the inefhcacy of the Metallic Trac- 


tors, which is done as follows: 


« Dr. PERKINS feems to fuppofe, that 
in the human frame there may be local 
excefles of eleétricity: {uch an hypothefis 
requires many proofs to its fupport. Even 
allowing. this, the metals thus combined 
poffefs no power of equalization, they pro- 
duce no alteration in the ftate of electricity 
in the animal frame; the whole change 
which is induced is between themfelves. 
Metals, as already obferved, applied to the 
fkin, have no influence. If then the gentle 
irritation of thefe Traétors: is any ways 
beneficial, it muft either be by acting 
on the imagination of the patient, or by 
the pleafing mechanical ftimulus. DE 
affured a medical fociety in town, by 
the requeft of Dr. Perkins, he tried the 
Tractors on a poor woman, who com- 
plained of pains in both arms; he applied 
the Traétors to one arm; the felt herfelf 

immediately 
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immediately relieved. To afcertain whe- 
ther the relief was dependant on this, he 
drew a wooden fkewer over the other arm ; 
the woman experienced fimilar relief, 
which demonftrates that it no ways de- 
pended on any peculiar properties of the 
Tra@tors! I have tried them frequently 
on thofe whofe minds were not fo eafıly 
worked upon, and have never perceived 
the leaft effect. I prepared Traétors of tin, 
zinc, copper, and brafs, in every propor- 
tion; have never found this to produce 
any other effects than what might be pro- 
cured by a common nail,” 


I mutt now be indulged in one or two 
remarks. In the firft place, refpecting 
what the writer is pleafed to call Dr. Per- 
KINS’s opinion of the “ local excefs” of 
electricity, I beg leave to ftate, that no 
opinion whatever of Dr. PerKIns’s has 
ever been publithed on that fubject, In 
my former Traét [fee Influence of Metallic 
Tradors, pages $3 & 84] this circumftance 

tha Z 3 was 
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was exprefsly and particularly mentioned: 
se It is a favourite maxim with Dr. P. that 
the judicious phyfician leaves the flowery 
path of fpeculation, for the more arduous 
one of experiment ;” and, from a convic- 
tion of the delufive tendency of theories, 
& he has hitherto forborne publifhing his 
ideas relative to the caufes of the pheeno- 
mena produced by the Metallic Influence.” 
That many others, however, of high autho- ° 
rity, have adopted this mode of explaining | 
the effects produced, is a fact; and they 
have not done fo without adducing weighty 
arguments in its fupport. 


The Eleärician, when committing his 
remarks to paper, was perhaps not apprifed 
of the fentiments entertained by thofe lite- 
rary men who have impartially examined 
this practice, or, it fhould feem, this de- 
claration of the “ want of ‘proof’ would have 
been made with leis pofitivenefs. In the 
early part of this book will be feen the opi- 
‘pions of charadters, to whofe refearches and 

m invefti- | 
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inveftigations the world is indebted for a 
"part of what little is at prefent known of 
the laws and properties of Electricity, and 
whofe names (x) and difcoveries have not 
pafled unnoticed, even by this writer him- 
-felf. Thefe men, Ele@ricians for fame, 
but not for profit, declare, that “ the opera- 
tion of the Traétors may be explained on 
the principle of Eleétricity ;” that “ the 
Difcovery is of importance to the healing 
art, and merits the thorough attention of 


phyfiologifts.”-—[See page 73 of this book. 


"Next, “ that metals applied to the fkin 
(in a ftate of health, I fappofe, is here 
meant) have no influence,” is, in truth, a 


(x) Mr. W. has quoted the following from Profeflor 
ABILDGAARD, whofe theory on the Tractors will be 
feen in page 38 of this work: “ Dr. ABILDGAARD has 
fhewn, by repeated experiments, the confequences of 
fending fhocks through the head; in thofe cafes, he en- 
deavoured again to roufe the vital powers by fending 
flighter fhocks in the fame diredtion, yet without effect ; 
but immediately the animal was reftored, by paffing 
shocks from the fternum to the vertebra.” | 


Z 4 fubftantial 
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fubftantial argument in favour of their 
having a fpecific operation in difeafes, for 
in a difeafed ftate of the {kin an effect 78 
produced ; for proofs of which, fee at leaft 
fifty cafes, in the preceding pages, of the 
removal of inflammations ef the fkin, and 
fo rapidly too, in many inftances, as to ren- 
der the change evident to the by-ftanders. — 
But now, fee what is offered as an inference 
from the above :—“ If, then, the gentle 
irritation of thefe Tractors is any ways 
beneficial, muft either be by acting on the 
imagination of the patient, or by the 
pleajing mechanical fiimulus.’ After what 
has been (hewn of the effects of. the Tr ace 
tors on horfes, it is unneceflary to notice 
the former of thefe explanations ; and of 
the latter, which feems to be employed as 
a corps de referve, I beg leave to be inform- 
ed, what p/eafing mechanical irritation is 
there to be found, in drawing the flarp 
points of the Traétors over a del burn 2. 
Or, which is more to the pur pole, what 
mechanical irritation was there in the ex- 


* periments 
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periments of Profeflor ABILDGAARD, who 
unequivocally proved their action on perfons 
blindfolded, and gave relief, without the 
‘Tractors coming into contact with the part? 


Refpecting what has been faid to have 
been reported to a medical fociety in town, 
and of the Traétors being “ applied by re- 
-queft of Dr. PERKINS,” I muft obferve (if 
I am the Dr. Perkins alluded to) I have 
no knowledge whatever of the cafe; nor 
do I believe I have ever heard a word on 
the fubject. It is not meant by this decla- 
ration to arraign the veracity of any perfon, 
but we muft fuppofe fome miftake was 
Aere unintentionally committed. It is a 
pity the final refult of this experiment is 
not mentioned, and that the cafe is not re- 
ported like thofe in the preceding pages, 
which ftate whether and when the cure was 
performed. It would have been gratifying 
to thofe who with to afcertain the merits 
of this Difcovery, to know how this “ poor 
woman s” complaint progrefled. Are we 

to 
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conclude that fhe was “ relieved” for only 
half an hour, for a day, or that fhe was 
quite cured? or, are we to fuppofe that 
one arm recovered much fooner than the 
other? I have had occafıon, more than 
once, in this work, to mention the fallacy 
of all experiments where no ocular proofs 
of the difeafe exifts, efpecially on patients 
of that defcription; and I fhall ever here- 
after regard and treat fimilar cafes as un- 
worthy of notice, and irrelevant to the | 
fubje&t. A profeflor of animal magnet- 
ifm would make nine out of ten of thus 
clafs of people acknowledge relief, with- 
out ufing either Skewers or Tractors, 


In reply to the laft paragraph, with 
which Mr. W. rounds off his obfervations 
on the inefficacy of Metallic ‘Tractors, I 
have only to requeft the reader will con- 
front his folitary refults with thofe of about 
two hundred others, which appear in the 
foregoing pages, and with: the thoufand 

‘fimilar 
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fimilar cafes, which might be adduced, if 
neceflary, 


As the arguments of many againft this 
Pra&tice, like thofe we are {peaking of, are 
often founded upon objeétions to the theory, 
(which, however, the Difcoverer never ad- 
vanced) it is proper here to obferve, that 
the Editor, as its advocate, fhall never 
throw the gauntlet in fo indecifive and un- 
productive a conteft. He hopes never to 
be clafled with thofe fpeculators, whofe 
mad fchemes and vifionary flights have 
done incalculable mifchief to the caufe of 
true and genuine philofophy. His purfuits 
are plain fadts; articles more /ubjantial in 
their nature, and #/efy/ in their tendency. 


I fhall not, in the true fpirit of a modern 
medical controverfy, return the affault, by 
endeavouring to detract from the reputa- 
tion of the Pra@tice which Mr. W. pro- 
feffionally employs, and affert that Electri- 
city has acquired a reputation undeferved 

and 
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and unfounded; nor fhall I enlarge upon 
the conclufve evidence which might be ad- 
duced, that, if the imagination has fuch 
mighty power in curing difeafes, that Prac- 
tice, which holds up to the patient’s view, 
and even attacks him with the thunder 
and lightning of an electrical apparatus, 
is of all others the moft eminently calcu- 
lated to call this power into a@tion. Nor 
fhall I dwell on the correétnefs of the mo- 
tives which muft have influenced the 
Eleärifier in adopting that monopolizing 
mode of inveftigating this fubjeét, and (un- 
like what one would have fuppofed a real 
philofopher, who had ¢ruth in purfuit, 
would have done) avoiding conferring with 
me, defiring any information or afliftance 
in carrying on the enquiry. The readi- 
nefs which I have ever exprefled, both in 
my publications and converfation, to afford 
every affiftance in my power to any man, 
ferioufly and candidly difpofed to afcertain 
the merits of this Difcovery, and my ear- 
neft wifh to be prefent at any experiments 

made 
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made for that purpofe, it fhould feem, 
would have been fufficient to have infured 
_me an invitation to have witnefled thefe 
fingular refults; and yet, although the 
diftance between our: houfes is but a few 
yards, not even a hint of thefe proceedings 
was known to me, until the title-page of 
the book was accidentally prefented to my 
view, two months after its publication. 


Many of the difeafes in which Mr. W, 
admunifters electricity at his rooms, it will 
be obferved, are of the fame clafs to which 
I apply the Traétors at mine; and as we 
are near neighbours, it may well be con- 
ceived that the fame patients have poflibly 
attended us both. This, indeed, is the 
fact; and the circumftance has often afford- 
ed me the pleafure of curing, in the courfe 
of a few days, the complaints of {everal, 
who had tried eleétricity for months with- 
out benefit. | 


Thefe remarks on Mr. WıLKkınson’s 
‚* Obfervations, &c.” have been extended 
further 
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furtlier than was at firft propofed ; but the 
Editor has been induced to dwell longer on © 
the fubject, from an earneft with that 
thofe who aré in the purfuit of the truth, 
and who are defirous of afcertaining the 
real merits of this Practice, fhould be ap- 
prifed of fuch neceffary hints as would 
enable them to appreciate properly thofe 
reports that are induftrioufly circulated, 
by uninformed, and, in fome inftances 
perhaps, defighing and interefted perfons, 
againft this Dieoverss “Other proceedings 
on this Practice, fimilar to thofe here ad- 
duced, have come to the Editor’s know- 
ledge, and though he does not know of 
their having found their way into print, 
yet they have been circulated with that 
avidity in converfation (a mode more fa- 
vourable for individual embellifhing) which 
has rendered any other manner of pub» 
ication unneceflary. 


The Editor is fenfible that the cenfure 
and language he has been obliged to em- 


ploy, 
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ploy, in feveral parts of this work, but 
which it was both his duty to himfelf and 
the world to comply with, will expofe him 
to hofts of aflailants. He is but a Tyro in 
the field of compofition; and, therefore, 
were the decifion or the controverfy de- 
pendant on the ability and fkill of thofe 
who may engage in it, he would fhrink 
from the vain attempt of withftanding fo 
unequal a conteft. For fupport and pro- 
tection he relies on the juftice of his caufe. 
As this has generally prevailed in other 
cafes, he feels a perfeét willingnefs in thus 
— refting the fubjedt. If difeafes are really re- 
moved, as thofe perfons who have pra¢tifed 
extenfively with the Traétors declare, it 
fhould feem there would be but little doubt 
of their being generally adopted ; but if the 
numerous reports of their efficacy which 
"have been publifhed are forgeries, or are 
unfounded, the Praétice ought foon to be 
erufhed. 
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APPENDIX. (No. [IL] 


THE fubjed of this Appendix may, 
perhaps, be regarded in that light, by many 
of my friends and acquaintances, which will 
induce them to cenfure me for beftowing — 
on it the leaft notice.«— It muft, however, 
be briefly adverted to. 


Juft as this work was about coming from 
the hands of the Printer, I was favoured ° 
with the view of a book, entitled, “ Lee- 
tures on Diet and Regimen,’ addrefled to 
mothers and guardians—by Dr. Wır- 
tıyfcH *, a native of Germany, and now 
refident in London.—In the table of con- 
tents I obferved the following notable — 
words: Perkins’s Metallic Tradors ex. 


+ This perfon is an affiftant conductor of a Medical 
"Journal in London. } 


ploded,” 


Br 
ploded, pages 144 and 145.”—On adverting 
to thefe pages, where one might expect to | 


‘fee this propofition proved, Reader, be- | 
hold, the demonffration ! ae 


“ The hofts of empirics and. mounte- 
banks to be found in our great cities, and 
the tin&tures, effences, and balms of life, 
fo much in vogue with even the polifhed 
clafles, the celeftial beds, the enchanting 
Magnetic powers lately introduced into 
this country by Mefmer and his numerous 
difciples ; the prevailing indifference to all 
dietetic precepts ; the fingular impofitions 
practifed on many females, in purfuading 
them to wear the inert acroamatic belts ; 
the firange infatuation of the opulent to py 
jive guineas for a pair of Metallic Tradjors, 
not worth fixpence; the tables for blood- 
letting, and other abfurdities, ftill inferted 
in popular almanacks, fufficiently evince 
that this is far from being the « Age of 
Reafon.”’ hom 

To the words Metallic TraGors a note is 
adduced, in the margin, prefenting a charac- 

Aa yi eter 
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ter of this Difcovery, from the Monthly 
Review, the falfe quotation, Sc. of which, 
we have already had occafion to notice, 
[fee page 296 of this book] and which at- 
tack upon this practice, from its kindred 
nature to what is here exhibited, it is not 
improbable, was written by the fame au- 
thor! | 


" I hope none will be found fo egregioufly 
miftaken, as to fuppofe me fo loft to a 
fenfe of my own dignity, and a refpect for 
many worthy characters (among whom 
it muft be known Royalty and literary 
men of high flanding are here equally fplafh- 
ed with the daring charge of “ mfatuatıon”) 
as to A RØR to enter into any difcuf- 
fion with the author of this ungentleman- 
like and unfounded attack. 


This unwarrantable mode of offering 
affertion for proof, fo unauthorifed and even. 
unprecedented, except in the condemnation 
of a Galileo, the perfecution of a Coperni- 
cus, and a few other atts of inquifitional au- 

4 | thority, 


3557) 


thority, in the times of ignorance and 
fuperftition, affords but a lamentable in- 
{tance indeed of the correétnefs of one of 
his remarks, wuzz. that, “ this is far from " 
being the Age of Reafon.” 


_ The motives, which muft have impelled | 
to this attempt at claffing the Merarrıc 
PRACTICE withthe moft paltry of empirical 
projects, are but too thinly vane to efcape 
detection, 


Aa 2 


i? i ia næs | 
oie hse afde ap i 
3743 fait out bce 
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CF RNG SEY EX 


CASES in the preceding Pages, in which the 
Meratiic Practice has been employed with 
Advantage. 


ÅNnKLE, painful fwelling in the, page 175, 246. 


Burns and fcalds, 109, 161, 175. 


Contraétions, 156, 257. 

Contufions, 147, 152, 162, 174, 181, 194, 333: 

Epilepfy, 68,°170. 

Eruptions and inflammations of the fkin, 67, 117, 118, 
2313255. 

Eryfipelatous inflammations, 61, 137, 142, 170, 182, 189. 
Eyes, affections of the, 67, 131, 139, 159, 170, 177, 190, 
287: | Ä | 

"Face, pains in the, 137, 170, 257. 

Gnat, bite of, 153. | 

Gonorrhoea, ftrangury from, 59. 

Gouty affections, 11, 19, 22, 24, 36, 53, 55) 57, 60, 151, 


205, 223, 255, 257, 332. 
Hand, 


INDEX ro THE CASES. 


Hand, periodical pain in the, page 173. 

Head, pains in the, 12, 15, 20, 335 455.48, 53, 115, TI, 
122, 151, 153, 197, 235, 257, 324. | 

Heels, painful and inflamed, 145. 


Inflammatory tumors, 248, 249. 
Kidneys, pain in the vicinity of the, 187. 
Liver, pain in the region of the, 185, 186, 


Neck, pain in the, 59, 
Numbneß, 138, 193. 


Paralytic affection, 141, 324, 327 
Phlegmon, or boil, 89, 1 36. 


Rheumatic affections, including acute and chronic, lum- 
bago, fciatica, &c. 12, 16, 27, 35, 375 48, 51, 55, 65, 
104, 105, 106, 108, £11, 115, 116, 118, 153, 158, 
167, 170, 191, 205, 207, 211, 226, 234, 235, 239, 240, 
243, 244) 255) 2575 325. 

"Side, pains in the, 114, 255. 

Spafmodic affeCtions, 144. 

Sprains, 121, 159; 165, 174, 

Sting of a wafp, 138, 140. 

Strangury, 170. - > 

Stomach, pains in the, 248. 


‘Throat, inflammations of the, 109, rı 2 146, I 70, 191. 
Teoth-ache, 35, 165, 170, 324, 331. 
Whitlow, 117. 

CASES 


INDEX To TtrHur CASES. 


SE SCH cobich thei xovors, Baur Win 
on Horses. 


Contufions, page 265, 279. 


Eyes, affections of the, 270, 280. | 
Eyes, wound in the, from a whip, 271. 


Inflammation of the ankles and feet, 278. 


Sprain and contufion in the gambrels, 264. 
Sprain in the back finews, 271. 
Sprain in the paftern, 260, 


Tendon punctured, 272. 


. Udder of Sheep, inflammation of, 274. 
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